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Spring rarely arrives all at once. It usually begins with small signs — a little more light in the
evening, a few warmer days, more frequent rain, greener lawns, and ponds beginning to rise again.
Then, before long, everything starts to feel a little more alive. That seems like a fitting way to
describe Lakeridge Falls right now.

Around the community, we are seeing steady signs of progress. The new roofs on the clubhouse,
annex, and gatehouse are now in place, along with the new gutter system. Seasonal color has been
refreshed, the long-awaited mailbox painting has been completed — including bright red mailbox
flags — and the gate issues that tested everyone’s patience are receiving needed attention from a
new vendor. None of this is dramatic by itself, but taken together, it says something important: we
are moving forward.

That same spirit is showing up in the work of your Board and committees. We have added several
new committee members, supported plans for a Town Hall, conducted a committee orientation
session, and approved several informational programs for residents. These are practical steps, but
important ones as well. Strong communities depend on people staying informed, involved, and
willing to work together.

I’m also pleased that our four new Board members have completed the required education for
Board service, as have I. That may sound like a small administrative detail, but it matters. Good
intentions are important, but informed leadership makes a real difference. We are committed to
serving this community thoughtfully, responsibly, and with a clear understanding of our duties.

Like spring growth, progress comes one step at a time. Not everything happens overnight. But with
steady effort, a little patience, and the support of our residents, good things do take shape.

Thank you for your understanding, your involvement, and your support. I remain optimistic about
where we are headed, and I am confident that, with the help of our membership, we will continue
moving Lakeridge Falls forward.

As we move through this spring season, we also extend our best wishes to those observing Passover
and Easter. May these traditions bring peace, renewal, and hope to all who celebrate, and may a
spirit of kindness and goodwill continue to strengthen our community.

F A L L S  F O R U M

A Message from Your Board...Thinking Ahead, Working Together
Rod Hayden, President

April 2026
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AssociationInfo
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

OFFICE
Community Manager: Oded Neeman

   Phone: 941-360-1046 

   Email: PropertyManager@LakeRidgeFalls.org

   After hours Emergency Only: 941-444-7090

Captain: Peter Palladino

Phone: 941-355-1328 

Email:  Security@LakeRidgeFalls.Org

GATEHOUSE

President, Rod Hayden, President@lakeridgefalls.org

Vice President, Wayne Johnson, VP@lakeridgefalls.org

Treasurer, Jerry Brantley, Treasurer@lakeridgefalls.org

Secretary, Lori Klein, Secretary@lakeridgefalls.org

Director at Large, Linda Cowett, DirectorAtLarge@lakeridgefalls.org

Architectural Review Board (ARB)
    Mr. Jerry Brantley, Board Liaison
    Chairperson - Mrs. Mary Cochran
    Meetings: Second Thursday of the month at 10:00 am

Budget Committee                  
    Mr. Jerry Brantley, Board Liaison
    Chairperson -TBD
    Meetings: TBD

Buildings Committee                                                                                                                                                                                                       
     Ms. Lori Klein, Board Liaison
     Chairperson - Ms. Maria Herrmann 
     Meetings: Second Thursday of the month at 9:00 am
 
Community Relations Committee (CRC)
     Mrs. Linda Cowett, Board Liaison
     Chairpersons - Mrs. Sue Selvidio-Stanley & Mrs. Jolene Ruffo 
     Meetings: Third Friday of the month at 10:30 am 

Landscape Committee 
     Mrs. Linda Cowett, Board Liaison
     Chairperson - Ms. Annmarie Locascio
     Meetings: First Tuesday of the month at 10:00 am 

Pool Committee
     Mr. Wayne Johnson, Board Liaison
     Co-Chairperson - Mrs. Linda Lorenz & Mrs. Fern Rouleau
     Meetings: Last Wednesday of the month at 10:00 am

Roads & Grounds (R&G) Committee
     Mr. Wayne Johnson, Board Liaison
     Chairperson - Mr. Paul Hoffman 
     Meetings: Second Tuesday of the month at 11:00 am

Security Committee 
     Ms. Lori Klein, Board Liaison
     CO-Chairpersons -Mr. Guenter Lorenz & Mr. Dan Meintel 
     Meetings: Third Thursday of each month at 10:00 am 

Art League 
     Mrs. Becky Stevens, President
     Meetings: Second Monday of the month at 1:30 pm

Social Committee
     Mrs. Fern Rouleau & Ms. Leigh Salby, Co-Chairpersons
     Meetings: First Monday of the month at 10:00 am

COMMITTEES
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ART LEAGUE NEWS 
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watercolor Classes Continues!! We will meet in the Multipurpose Room four consecutive
Wednesdays - April 1, 8, 15, and 22, from 9:30am until 11am. Cost is $100 for the 4 week session.
Students are responsible for their own supplies. The instructor is Carolyn Merenda, fashion
illustrator, Selby Gardens and Longwood Run instructor. Demos, paint along, and critiques in   
                                                                                                              each class.

                                                                                                            All levels welcome. Sign up on 
                                                                                                            the bulletin board. Questions? 

                                                                                                            Contact Becky Stevens at 
                                                                                                            941-359-1765

Also, Watercolor Art Classes begin February
25th and continue on Wednesday mornings
until March 18th.

Becky Stevens, Art League President



Please Join us! We are having

Breakfasts and Lunches at different

places each month during the entire

year. Our dates are the 3rd Tuesday

of the month for Breakfasts and

Lunches at the 1st Friday of the

month. Come meet your neighbor,

bring a fellow neighbor, chat with

old friends and make new friends.

Please sign up on the clubhouse

bulletin board. If you have a favorite

place for lunch or breakfast please

call us at 941-360-1457 or email to

irenebill1978@verizon.net
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WOMEN’S BREAKFAST & DINING DIVAS 

BREAKFAST-APRIL  21  @ 9 :30AM

WOM E N ’ S
21  S  BENEVA RD,  

SARASOTA,  FL  34232



The discussions on both sides of the aisle regarding the Waterfall at the entrance to Lakeridge Falls
sent me down the rabbit hole to research how we got the name, Lakeridge Falls and why all of the
streets in our community are named after “Falls.” That couldn’t have been coincidental. When a
developer like Centex decides to build a new community they submit proposals for approval to the
local government. The proposal includes the marketing branded name of the development, the theme,
geographic features, and the street names supporting the brand.The municipality insures the names
are not used elsewhere and comply with local ordinances to ensure emergency service accessibility. 

In 2000, the Centex developer purchased land that was previously orange groves, and petitioned for 3
distinct properties to be built called Lakeridge Falls. The properties are: Stirling Falls (Single Family
Homes), Victoria Falls (Paired Villas) and Sandstone Falls (4 and 6 plex garden villas.) The intent of the
developer was to brand Lakeridge Falls as 55+ community surrouned by natural parklike landscaping
and scenic lakes. Centex also named the streets in the community after famous falls located in
Australia, New Zealand and Africa. My research did not indicate if the developer had ties to these
countries.

These are the Falls listed in alphabetical order that were chosen by the developer.

ASHFORD FALLS – There’s no actual waterfall named Ashford Falls in New South Wales. But the little
village of Ashford has several natural attractions including Macintyre Falls, Apsley Falls, and Ashford
Caves. The developer may simply have merged the two falls under the name Ashford Falls.

BOWEN FALLS – Milford New Zealand. Bowen Falls is the most iconic waterfalls in New Zealand,
located in the heart of Milford Sound within Fiordland National Park on the South Island.  It stands 531
feet high. It’s the tallest and most powerful one, fed by the 6 mile long Bowen River.  The falls were
named after Diamantina Bowen, the wife of George Bowen, the fifth Governor of New Zealand in 1871.

CASCADE FALLS – Located in Rotorua New Zealand. It’s another of the hidden gems waterfalls flowing
over a moss-covered cliff. It’s surrounded by a dense, mystical forest that hikers say feels like a scene
from The Lord of the Rings. One of the most magical experiences at Cascade Falls is the glow worm
viewing at night.  Thousands of glow worms illuminate the cliff wall and forest floor, creating a
breathtaking, fairy-light-like display.

KARIBA FALLS – This is another confusing street name where the developer may have taken the name
Kariba Lake in Zambia Africa which is associated with Victoria Falls, another name he used. Kariba
Lake is the world’s largest man-made lake.There’s also a Kariba Dam, a major hydroelectric project on
the Zambezi River which courses by Victoria Falls. But there’s no specific Kariba Falls. Once again, he
may have simply used the name Kariba, calling it a Falls.

MACKAY FALLS – These falls are located in the same area as Bowen Falls. It’s in Milford Sound within
the Fiordland National Park on the South Island of New Zealand. It’s considered a paradise for nature
lovers and adventure seekers who give is a 5-Star rating. This 82 foot high waterfall captivates visitors
with its cascading waters, which drop gracefully into a serene pool below. The lush greenery
surrounding the falls creates a picturesque backdrop, making it an ideal spot for photographers.

REYNOLDS FALLS – is a spectacular, remote waterfall located in the Reynolds Falls Nature Recreation
Area to the west of Tasmania’s Cradle Mountain National Park. Beginners are not allowed to go these
falls as it takes experienced hikers 3 days to get to the Falls. Known as one of Tasmania Australia’s
most dramatic and most challenging hikes, the waterfall plunges approximately 165 feet through a
steep, forested gully, creating a thunderous roar that can be heard from a distance.

Continued on page 65

STREET NAMED AFTER FALLS - JO MOOY



SIMPSON FALLS – is a seasonal cascading waterfall that’s dry most of the year. It’s located in Brisbane
Australia in a highly dense area. It’s best visited in summer (January to March) when the water flow is
higher. It’s an ideal hike for families with children as it can be accessed by boardwalks and wheelchairs.
There have been incidents with dingoes (wild dogs) prompting park rangers to post safety warnings.

STIRLING FALLS – This is the third falls located in the Fiordland National Park on the South Island of
New Zealand that the Centex developer chose for a street name. It’s massive, plunging 495 feet from a
hanging valley carved by ancient glaciers making it the second highest in the area. It’s fed by rainfall
and snowmelt from the mountains. It was named for British Royal Naval Captain J.G. Stirling who
surveyed this area of New Zealand in 1870.

VICTORIA FALLS – This is one of the largest and most spectacular waterfalls in the world. Locals calls it
The Smoke That Thunders. These falls pump 500,000 meters of water per minute with the mist rising
over 500 feet which can be seen 30+ miles away. It spans 5,600 feet wide and it plunges 355 feet to a
deep gorge. It’s a UNESCO World Heritage Site and considered one of the Seven Natural Wonders of
the World. It’s also sacred to many indigenous tribes in the area.

That’s the story of the street names the developer chose to register with Manatee County. Water and
the Falls were apparently high in his consciousness when he built Lakeridge Falls.

ROOF REPLACEMENT OF AMENTIES CENTER – We are happy to announce that last month AKVM, a
local roof ing company, completed the project of replacing the roofs of the Clubhouse, Annex Building,
and the Gatehouse as well as the gutters on the Clubhouse and Annex Buildings. Because we always
say a picture is worth a thousand words, please see the before and after pictures below: 

STORING ITEMS OUTSIDE THE HOUSE - NON-COMPLIANCE MATTER – Recently, one issue popped up
that was important enough that it caused a couple of residents to complain about it: items that are
stored outside members' dwellings. Unfortunately, storing items outside the house, such as roof tiles,
garbage cans, fertilizer bags, etc., creates a condition that violates Lakeridge Falls’ Declaration of
Covenants, Conditions, and Restrictions, Exhibit C, Initial Restrictions and Rules, Section 2, Restrictive
Activities, paragraph (v), highlighted and underlined added: “The following activities are prohibited
within the Community… Any construction, erection, placement, or modif ication of any structure or
thing, permanently or temporarily, on the outside portions of the Lot, whether such portion is  

Continued on page 7

COMMUNITY MANAGER REPORT - ODED NEEMAN 



7 Continued on page 8

improved or unimproved, except in strict compliance with the provisions of Article V of the
Declaration.” 

To avoid this unsightly condition and to avoid taking enforcement measures, we kindly request all
members who replaced or are in the process of replacing their roofs to ensure no tiles are stored
outside their homes. Furthermore, please make sure to store garden items that may be used while
working outside. And finally, we kindly ask to store all garbage cans inside the garage. We hope this
information is useful, and as always, thank you for your understanding and cooperation in this matter.

PARKING ON THE STREETS – Unfortunately, this issue of parking on the Association’s narrow roads
continues. As such, please note that those who will be found parking on the streets in violation of the
governing documents will face enforcement measures. If you wonder what the rule that governs this
matter is, please refer to LakeRidge Falls’ governing documents, Initial Restrictions and Rules,
Paragraph 2, Restricted Activities, (a), which prohibits within the community the “[p]arking of any
vehicles on private streets or thoroughfares; and parking of commercial vehicles or equipment,
mobile homes, campers, and similar recreational vehicles, golf carts, boats, and other watercraft,
trailers, stored vehicles, or inoperable vehicles in places other than enclosed garages; however,
construction, service, and delivery vehicles shall be exempt from this provision for such period of
time as is reasonably necessary to provide service or to make a delivery to a Lot or the Common
Area.” Therefore, the Association took, takes, and will continue to take enforcement measures to
ensure compliance as is obligated and to ensure the safety of members, residents, and invitees. Please,
and again please, help us keep LakeRidge Falls a safe place to live in by following this simple direction,
as it will greatly assist us in eliminating potential hazardous and safety incidents. Thank you in
advance for your cooperation and understanding in the matter. 

BACK EXIT GATE – As many reported in the past few weeks, residents experienced some delays
leaving the community using the back exit gate located on Lockwood Ridge Rd. In general, vehicles
that were attempting to exit following another vehicle saw the arm gates closing and would not open
again until the vehicle approached the closer to the arm gates, backed up to reattempt exit, or simply
waited for a long time until the gates reopened. Unfortunately, we experienced issues with scheduling
the gate maintenance company to come and address this matter sooner rather than later. But
eventually, and thanks to the Security Committee and the Board of Directors, the issue was resolved
this week. 

All Systems Go, the Association's new gate maintenance company, inspected the issue and reported
that two out of the three loops were defective. In general, the loops are magnetic coils installed under
the road to detect metal in vehicles and signal the gate to open. Well, Monday morning, this job was
completed, and all was tested and reported to be in good working condition… but… Murphy's Law
decided to kick in. A couple of days passed, and reports came in that the gates were opening, but the
arm gates were acting up. After further inspection, All Systems Go determined that the loop detector
for the arm gates themselves failed. While the loop is the magnetic coil that detects the metal in the
vehicle, the loop is the board, i.e., the actual “brain,” that monitors changes in frequency, i.e., when the
loop detects metal, and sends a signal to the gate to open. To make a long story short, All Systems Go
replaced both of the loop detectors at the exit side, tested the gates, and reported that the exit gates
are up and running again.

But then Murphy’s Law struck again a few days later. So once again All Systems Go came on-site and
determined that the issue was with one of the harnesses of the loop detectors. In super simple terms,
the harnesses are the wire plugs that connect the loop detectors to their power source. Apparently,
the constant plugging and unplugging of these harnesses caused intermittent electrical issues, which
led to a couple of incidents in which the arm gates didn’t perform properly. That said, the two
harnesses were replaced, to be on the safe side, and the back exit gate has been working without a
problem since then. With that said, thank all for their understanding and patience over this matter. 
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EMERGENCY ONLY GATE – Staying with gates, here is the latest, and hopefully the last, episode in the
saga Unexplained Wonderworld. For those who may not be familiar with it, here is a link to the
previous episodes. As most know, LakeRidge Falls Community Association has three vehicle entry
points:

Front Residents Only Lane and Guests Only Lane - manned 24/7 – located off Tuttle Ave.
Back Resident Only Gate - designated for residents only – located off Lockwood Ridge Rd.
Emergency Only Gate - designated for emergency vehicles only - located off Lockwood Ridge Rd.

Per Manatee County Code of Ordinances, Section 2-28-2, gated communities are required to have a
designated emergency access system that would allow first responders immediate access in case of an
emergency. While the code requires a single designated system, LakeRidge Falls, until a few years ago,
had three systems on each of its vehicle gates: Remote-Control, SOS, and Knox Box. 

The Remote-Control System is a system in which one uses a remote control, similar to a garage
door opener, to open the gate.
The SOS System is a system in which one uses the emergency vehicle’s Yelp Siren to open the gate.
The Knox Box System is a system in which a unique key is used to open and close the gate.

In 2016, the Association concluded after thorough research that the Remote-Control System was
severely compromised. Evidence was collected to show that parcel vans, county trucks, commercial
vehicles, and unmarked cars were gaining access to the community using the Remote-Control
System’s clickers, commonly known as Emergency Clickers. In investigating this matter, the
Association discovered that anyone could go on Amazon.com and purchase a clicker for a cost of
about $10. As a side note, now for this price one can get two of these clickers. This notion triggered a
major concern with the Board of Directors and the Security Committee at the time, as well as the
Boards and Committees that followed thereafter.

After all, the Association is spending hundreds of thousands of dollars each year on security measures,
some of it for the sole purpose of keeping unwanted individuals from entering the community.
Knowing all those measures didn’t mean much because they could be bypassed by a widely available
and inexpensive device, compelled the Board of Directors to take action on the matter.

Knowing it holds a fiduciary duty to its members, various Boards of Directors invested much time and
effort addressing this matter with Manatee County over the next few years. In general, they pleaded
with Manatee County to amend the code that operates the Remote Control System or adopt a new
access system. Unfortunately, these efforts have proven to be fruitless… until 2019. If you wonder what
happened…well… this is a good time for you to read the previous episodes, again, by clicking here.

By early 2021, decisions were made by various Boards of Directors to disconnect the Remote Control
System on both the Residents’ Only Back Gate and the Front Gate while requesting all county
departments and agencies to use the other two emergency access systems, i.e., SOS and Knox Box
Systems, instead.

Regarding the Emergency Only Gate, however, the decision was to continue and have all three
emergency access systems. After all, this is a side unseen entrance with low usage, i.e., designated
only for the use of emergency vehicles, which makes it relatively easy to monitor with the Association’s
electronic security measures. But as you may guess by reading this piece, the status quo changed
recently. While a few incidents of unauthorized use of the emergency clicker took place in the past
couple of years in that location, the one that took place in December of 2025 was a game-changer.
During that incident, the Association observed and documented an unauthorized vehicle, a private
sedan carrying a Texas license plate, accessing the community’s private property through this
Emergency Only Gate. As it did in the past, the Association filed a complaint with Manatee County 
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Code Enforcement in accordance with Manatee County Code Enforcement Section 2-28-2, subsection
(6). However, the response the Association received was mind-blowing, for lack of a better term. In
response to the complaint, Code Enforcement indicated that they “cannot process vehicles with out-
of-state license plates.” In simple terms, a person entered the community without permission using an
emergency clicker in clear violation of Code Enforcement Section 2-28-2, and no action was taken
because this person drove a vehicle that is registered outside the state.

Given that such code violations cannot be reliably enforced, and recognizing that Section 2-28-2,
subsection (7) states that “[t]he provisions of this section are intended to ensure a minimum level
of access to emergency vehicles during emergencies and shall not be construed to guarantee the
safety of a gated development,” the Board of Directors, in fulfilling its fiduciary responsibility to
protect the safety and security of its members, finds itself compelled to take further action. This action
was to notify Manatee County that it will deactivate the emergency clicker access system at the
Emergency Only Gate, effective March 1 , 2026, while respectfully requesting that all county emergency
staff utilize the SOS and/or the Knox Box Systems, both of which are fully operational.

WATER METERS – In the last couple of weeks, we received reports from residents regarding unknown
individuals who are turning off their water, working on the water meters, and some even reported
issues with the backflows once they were done… It took a couple of hours of delay at the gatehouse,
but eventually, the mystery was solved. These men are part of EnvoCore, a Manatee County
subcontractor, which was hired for the meter replacement project Manatee County initiated last year,
and which is called WaterWise.

Based on Manatee County’s website, “Manatee County's Utilities Water Division will begin a two-year
rollout to upgrade all (approximately 150,000) Manatee County Utilities customer water meters,
beginning April 2025. Residents will be notified of the timeframe for their neighborhood via a postcard
that will be mailed to their home through regular mail. The new WaterWise Manatee program is
designed to improve water-flow detection and enhance customer service and support.” 

Based on the surprised reaction to the presence of EnvoCore crews, it is safe to assume that residents
received their postcard notification in the mail to the same level as we inherit millions from a rich
relative in Nigeria. Anyway, the bottom of this piece is to inform residents that Manatee County, via its
subcontractor EnvoCore, is on-site replacing your water meters. If, for any reason, your backflow is
leaking after they are done, you will need to contact the Manatee County Utilities Department. Hope
this information is useful.

RESIDENTS DIRECTORY – More good news, please note that the 2026
Residents Directory is now available! As every year, residents are
invited to pick up their directory at the LakeRidge Falls Clubhouse. As
previous year, you will not be required to sign your name when
picking up a copy. As in the past, this year 's directory is provided to
you at no cost thanks to the outstanding generosity of three
businesses that agreed to advertise with the Association. Please show
your support to those small businesses by considering their services.
Also, a big thank you to Ms. Jo Mooy for providing us with the
amazing cover picture. Please remember that each household is
eligible to receive one copy of the directory. If you take more than
that, we may need to print more copies, which would result in
unnecessary expenditure. Thank you in advance for your attention to
this matter.



Thai Teak - B
7646 Lockwood Ridge, Sarasota 

Very slow service 
Food was a little salty
Sushi and sashimi were good
Thai iced tea was tasty/sweet
Good variety
10 tables

Osteria 500 - B
1580 Lakefront Dr, Sarasota

Beautiful place with inside/outside seats
Noisy
Get a reservation
Veal was excellent
Steak was tough
Food presentation was good
Good service
Dessert was delicious

Four Florida FOODIES 
 
Ratings by Fern & Bob Rouleau and Linda & Gunner Lorenz. These are our opinions for the particular day and time
we went, which may change with different chefs and/or servers on a different day. In fact we HAVE found that the
food has varied and would get different grades on different days, even ones we loved. 
 

                          Restaurant Ratings
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Wolves Head Pizza and Wings - B
1837 Lakewood Ranch Blvd, Bradenton

Very VERY noisy
Large variety of food
Good service
Parking is limited - popular place
Good food
Very reasonable prices
Take a sweater - it's chilly

Freddy's Frozen Custard and Steakburgers - C
6224 N. Lockwood Ridge Rd

Self service - order at counter
Shoestring fries are good
Onion rings are crispy
Burgers are not as good as McD's

Panera Bread - B
2821 University Parkway

Order at counter
Food is fresh
Can order half or whole servings
Large dining area
Outside seating
Ala carte menu
Service is quick
Can order bakery items also



This is Happiness 

by Niall Williams   
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LRF BOOK CLUB

WINEWINE AND  AND FICTIONFICTION  
BOOK CLUBBOOK CLUB  
WINE AND FICTION 
BOOK CLUB 
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BOOK CLUBS

Everyone is invited to join in our
invigorating discussions. Any

questions, please contact 
Alida Gorin at 
908 313 4067 

The LRF Tuesday morning book group will
be meeting on April 21, at 11:15 am to

discuss Correspondent by Virginia Evans.

We are a warm, congenial group who 
                   loves to discuss the book and

apply to our lives. 
Please join us..

Change is coming to Faha, a small Irish parish that hasn't changed in a
thousand years.  For one thing, the rain is stopping. Nobody remembers
when it started; rain on the western seaboard is a condition of living.
Seventeen-year-old Noel Crowe is idling in the unexpected sunshine when
Christy makes his f irst entrance into Faha, bringing secrets he needs to
atone for. Though he can't explain it, Noel knows right then: something
has changed. As the people of Faha anticipate the advent of electricity,
and Noel navigates his own coming-of-age and falling in and out of love,
Christy's past gradually comes to light, casting a new glow on a small
world.

Please plan to join us as Leigh Selby, leads us in yet another engaging
discussion of this month's book. Newcomers are always welcome! Feel f ree
to bring a beverage of your choice and a light snack to share. We will see
you: Tuesday, April 28  - 7:00 PM in the Grand Salonth



THANK YOU TO OUR LRF PRESIDENTS DAY FLAG
BRIGADE VOLUNTEERS!

We hope that everyone took notice of the 100 beautiful new
American Flags that were displayed throughout the community for
Presidents Day. Our The CRC thanks all of our wonderful residents
who not only installed them for the weekend but also removed,
cleaned and prepared them for storage. Flag Brigade volunteers
who assisted were:

Dwayne Lamprecht; Wanda Lamprecht; Joe Zlatic; Jim Tewel; Carol
Brantley; Wayne Johnson; Betty Curry Johnson; Barb Weigand

We encourage others to join the Brigade before Memorial Day when
the flags will next be displayed. Watch the Falls Forum for the
notice.

Come out, lend a hand, and be a part of this patriotic tradition!
Everyone is welcome. We hope to see you there!
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How to Support a Loved
One with Dementia

Guest speaker -
Wendy Rickenbach, 
an expert in memory
care and aging.
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LAKERIDGE FALLS
FLAG BRIGADE

The Community Relations
Committee Presents
an Information Session On 

COMMUNITY RELATIONS COMMITTEE
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April 10, 2026 | 7:30 PM
Ed Smith | 2700 12th Street

Sarasota, Florida

A good time was had by all & thanks to

everyone for their support! We hope to

see you all at future SC events. 

SOCIAL COMMITTEE NEWS 



me
please

SCHEDULE MAY CHANGE FOR UNFORESEEN REASONS.
MAKE SURE TO FOLLOW THE WEEKLY REMINDER FOR
UPDATED SCHEDULE SOME OF THE COMMITTEE MEETING
MAY NOT TAKE PLACE AS SOME OF THE COMMITTEES MEET
AS NEEDED. PLEASE MAKE SURE TO FOLLOW POSTED
AGENDAS

NOTE

BREAKFAST 

WOM E N ’ S

WINEWINE
ANDAND
FICTION FICTION BOOK CLUBBOOK CLUB  

WINE
AND
FICTION BOOK CLUB 

Red - Grand Salon - 
Green - Activities Room - 
Blue - Multi Purpose Room

* P&M - PILATES & MOVEMENT
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LRF BOOK CLUB
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Value Matters
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	A Message from Your Board...Thinking Ahead, Working Together Rod Hayden, President
	Spring rarely arrives all at once. It usually begins with small signs — a little more light in the evening, a few warmer days, more frequent rain, greener lawns, and ponds beginning to rise again. Then, before long, everything starts to feel a little more alive. That seems like a fitting way to describe Lakeridge Falls right now.
	Around the community, we are seeing steady signs of progress. The new roofs on the clubhouse, annex, and gatehouse are now in place, along with the new gutter system. Seasonal color has been refreshed, the long-awaited mailbox painting has been completed — including bright red mailbox flags — and the gate issues that tested everyone’s patience are receiving needed attention from a new vendor. None of this is dramatic by itself, but taken together, it says something important: we are moving forward.
	That same spirit is showing up in the work of your Board and committees. We have added several new committee members, supported plans for a Town Hall, conducted a committee orientation session, and approved several informational programs for residents. These are practical steps, but important ones as well. Strong communities depend on people staying informed, involved, and willing to work together.
	I’m also pleased that our four new Board members have completed the required education for Board service, as have I. That may sound like a small administrative detail, but it matters. Good intentions are important, but informed leadership makes a real difference. We are committed to serving this community thoughtfully, responsibly, and with a clear understanding of our duties.
	Like spring growth, progress comes one step at a time. Not everything happens overnight. But with steady effort, a little patience, and the support of our residents, good things do take shape.
	Thank you for your understanding, your involvement, and your support. I remain optimistic about where we are headed, and I am confident that, with the help of our membership, we will continue moving Lakeridge Falls forward.
	As we move through this spring season, we also extend our best wishes to those observing Passover and Easter. May these traditions bring peace, renewal, and hope to all who celebrate, and may a spirit of kindness and goodwill continue to strengthen our community.
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	improved or unimproved, except in strict compliance with the provisions of Article V of the Declaration.”
	EMERGENCY ONLY GATE – Staying with gates, here is the latest, and hopefully the last, episode in the saga Unexplained Wonderworld. For those who may not be familiar with it, here is a link to the previous episodes. As most know, LakeRidge Falls Community Association has three vehicle entry points:
	Front Residents Only Lane and Guests Only Lane - manned 24/7 – located off Tuttle Ave.
	Back Resident Only Gate - designated for residents only – located off Lockwood Ridge Rd.
	Emergency Only Gate - designated for emergency vehicles only - located off Lockwood Ridge Rd.
	Per Manatee County Code of Ordinances, Section 2-28-2, gated communities are required to have a designated emergency access system that would allow first responders immediate access in case of an emergency. While the code requires a single designated system, LakeRidge Falls, until a few years ago, had three systems on each of its vehicle gates: Remote-Control, SOS, and Knox Box.
	The Remote-Control System is a system in which one uses a remote control, similar to a garage door opener, to open the gate.
	The SOS System is a system in which one uses the emergency vehicle’s Yelp Siren to open the gate.
	The Knox Box System is a system in which a unique key is used to open and close the gate.
	In 2016, the Association concluded after thorough research that the Remote-Control System was severely compromised. Evidence was collected to show that parcel vans, county trucks, commercial vehicles, and unmarked cars were gaining access to the community using the Remote-Control System’s clickers, commonly known as Emergency Clickers. In investigating this matter, the Association discovered that anyone could go on Amazon.com and purchase a clicker for a cost of about $10. As a side note, now for this price one can get two of these clickers. This notion triggered a major concern with the Board of Directors and the Security Committee at the time, as well as the Boards and Committees that followed thereafter.
	After all, the Association is spending hundreds of thousands of dollars each year on security measures, some of it for the sole purpose of keeping unwanted individuals from entering the community. Knowing all those measures didn’t mean much because they could be bypassed by a widely available and inexpensive device, compelled the Board of Directors to take action on the matter.
	Knowing it holds a fiduciary duty to its members, various Boards of Directors invested much time and effort addressing this matter with Manatee County over the next few years. In general, they pleaded with Manatee County to amend the code that operates the Remote Control System or adopt a new access system. Unfortunately, these efforts have proven to be fruitless… until 2019. If you wonder what happened…well… this is a good time for you to read the previous episodes, again, by clicking here.
	By early 2021, decisions were made by various Boards of Directors to disconnect the Remote Control System on both the Residents’ Only Back Gate and the Front Gate while requesting all county departments and agencies to use the other two emergency access systems, i.e., SOS and Knox Box Systems, instead.
	Regarding the Emergency Only Gate, however, the decision was to continue and have all three emergency access systems. After all, this is a side unseen entrance with low usage, i.e., designated only for the use of emergency vehicles, which makes it relatively easy to monitor with the Association’s electronic security measures. But as you may guess by reading this piece, the status quo changed recently. While a few incidents of unauthorized use of the emergency clicker took place in the past couple of years in that location, the one that took place in December of 2025 was a game-changer. During that incident, the Association observed and documented an unauthorized vehicle, a private sedan carrying a Texas license plate, accessing the community’s private property through this Emergency Only Gate. As it did in the past, the Association filed a complaint with Manatee County
	Continued on page 9
	Code Enforcement in accordance with Manatee County Code Enforcement Section 2-28-2, subsection (6). However, the response the Association received was mind-blowing, for lack of a better term. In response to the complaint, Code Enforcement indicated that they “cannot process vehicles with out-of-state license plates.” In simple terms, a person entered the community without permission using an emergency clicker in clear violation of Code Enforcement Section 2-28-2, and no action was taken because this person drove a vehicle that is registered outside the state.
	Given that such code violations cannot be reliably enforced, and recognizing that Section 2-28-2, subsection (7) states that “[t]he provisions of this section are intended to ensure a minimum level of access to emergency vehicles during emergencies and shall not be construed to guarantee the safety of a gated development,” the Board of Directors, in fulfilling its fiduciary responsibility to protect the safety and security of its members, finds itself compelled to take further action. This action was to notify Manatee County that it will deactivate the emergency clicker access system at the Emergency Only Gate, effective March 1 , 2026, while respectfully requesting that all county emergency staff utilize the SOS and/or the Knox Box Systems, both of which are fully operational.
	WATER METERS – In the last couple of weeks, we received reports from residents regarding unknown individuals who are turning off their water, working on the water meters, and some even reported issues with the backflows once they were done… It took a couple of hours of delay at the gatehouse, but eventually, the mystery was solved. These men are part of EnvoCore, a Manatee County subcontractor, which was hired for the meter replacement project Manatee County initiated last year, and which is called WaterWise.
	Based on Manatee County’s website, “Manatee County's Utilities Water Division will begin a two-year rollout to upgrade all (approximately 150,000) Manatee County Utilities customer water meters, beginning April 2025. Residents will be notified of the timeframe for their neighborhood via a postcard that will be mailed to their home through regular mail. The new WaterWise Manatee program is designed to improve water-flow detection and enhance customer service and support.”
	Based on the surprised reaction to the presence of EnvoCore crews, it is safe to assume that residents received their postcard notification in the mail to the same level as we inherit millions from a rich relative in Nigeria. Anyway, the bottom of this piece is to inform residents that Manatee County, via its subcontractor EnvoCore, is on-site replacing your water meters. If, for any reason, your backflow is leaking after they are done, you will need to contact the Manatee County Utilities Department. Hope this information is useful.
	RESIDENTS DIRECTORY – More good news, please note that the 2026 Residents Directory is now available! As every year, residents are invited to pick up their directory at the LakeRidge Falls Clubhouse. As previous year, you will not be required to sign your name when picking up a copy. As in the past, this year 's directory is provided to you at no cost thanks to the outstanding generosity of three businesses that agreed to advertise with the Association. Please show your support to those small businesses by considering their services. Also, a big thank you to Ms. Jo Mooy for providing us with the amazing cover picture. Please remember that each household is eligible to receive one copy of the directory. If you take more than that, we may need to print more copies, which would result in unnecessary expenditure. Thank you in advance for your attention to this matter.
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	This is Happiness  by Niall Williams
	The LRF Tuesday morning book group will be meeting on April 21, at 11:15 am to discuss Correspondent by Virginia Evans.
	We are a warm, congenial group who                     loves to discuss the book and apply to our lives.  Please join us..



	LRF BOOK CLUB
	Everyone is invited to join in our  invigorating discussions. Any questions, please contact  Alida Gorin at  908 313 4067

	COMMUNITY RELATIONS COMMITTEE
	The Community Relations Committee Presents an Information Session On
	How to Support a Loved One with Dementia
	Guest speaker - Wendy Rickenbach,  an expert in memory care and aging.
	LAKERIDGE FALLS FLAG BRIGADE
	THANK YOU TO OUR LRF PRESIDENTS DAY FLAG BRIGADE VOLUNTEERS!
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	NOTE
	SCHEDULE MAY CHANGE FOR UNFORESEEN REASONS. MAKE SURE TO FOLLOW THE WEEKLY REMINDER FOR UPDATED SCHEDULE SOME OF THE COMMITTEE MEETING MAY NOT TAKE PLACE AS SOME OF THE COMMITTEES MEET AS NEEDED. PLEASE MAKE SURE TO FOLLOW POSTED AGENDAS
	Red - Grand Salon -  Green - Activities Room -  Blue - Multi Purpose Room
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