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Thanks to everyone who attended our Annual Membership Meeting on February 5th, 2026. Your participation
matters, and it helps set the tone for a productive year ahead. I also want to extend thanks to the many
residents who helped during the evening in a variety of volunteer roles, including our greeters and election
inspectors.

At the meeting, four new members were elected to the Board of Directors: Wayne Johnson, Linda Cowett, Jerry
Brantley, and Lori Klein. Following the meeting, the Board confirmed the officer roles, with Wayne Johnson to
serve as Vice President, Jerry Brantley as Treasurer, Lori Klein as Secretary, and Linda Cowett as Director at
Large. I was honored to be chosen to remain President. We appreciate the trust the membership has shown in
the Board, and we are committed to keeping our work focused, respectful, and transparent.

One of the real strengths of our community is the number of residents willing to volunteer their time and
talents. Many thanks to everyone who signed up to serve on our eight standing committees. Our committees
do much of the practical work, and they offer residents a meaningful way to stay involved and help guide the
direction of the community.

To strengthen communication and coordination between these committees, Board liaisons were also assigned.
The liaisons’ role is to stay connected with the committees, lend advice, and keep the Board well informed.
Wayne Johnson will serve as liaison for Roads & Grounds and Pool, Linda Cowett for CRC and Landscape, Lori
Klein for Buildings and Security, and Jerry Brantley for ARB and Budget.

Looking ahead, the Board will continue to hold regular monthly meetings on the second Friday of each month,
at 2:00 PM. Members are always encouraged to attend. Hearing from owners helps the Board understand what
matters most across the community, and your input is important.

By the time you read this, the replacement of the Clubhouse, Pool Annex, and the Gatehouse roofs should be
nearly completed. It’s unfortunate that the buildings and pool had to be closed at times, but it was for the
safety of all. We appreciate your co-operation and understanding during this important project. 

As we move into spring, several priorities are on the radar. The Board is interested in evaluating whether an
electronic voting option could be appropriate for our community. This will require a careful review of legal
requirements, internal procedures, and practical safeguards. We will take a measured approach and keep you
posted as we learn more. We will also stay focused on landscape issues to maintain curb appeal, support
property values, and reflect the pride we all have in our neighborhood.

On behalf of the Board, I offer my sincere thanks to the previous Board members, David Danilowitz, Diane
Pezzimenti, and Dorie Parsons, for their dedication and service. Volunteer leadership takes time, energy, and
commitment, and we appreciate what each of them contributed during their tenure.

F A L L S  F O R U M

A Message from Your Board...Thinking Ahead, Working Together
Rod Hayden, President

March 2026

A PICTURE BY JO MOOY
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AssociationInfo
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

OFFICE
Community Manager: Oded Neeman

   Phone: 360-1046 Line #101

   Email: PropertyManager@LakeRidgeFalls.org

   After hours Emergency Only: 941-444-7090

Captain: Peter Palladino

Phone: 941-355-1328 

Email:  Security@LakeRidgeFalls.Org

GATEHOUSE

President, Rod Hayden, President@lakeridgefalls.org

Vice President, Wayne Johnson, VP@lakeridgefalls.org

Treasurer, Jerry Brantley, Treasurer@lakeridgefalls.org

Secretary, Lori Klein, Secretary@lakeridgefalls.org

Director at Large, Linda Cowett, DirectorAtLarge@lakeridgefalls.org

Architectural Review Board (ARB)
    Mr. Jerry Brantley, Board Liaison
    Chairperson - TBD
    Meetings: Second Thursday of the month at 10:00am

Budget Committee                  
    Mr. Jerry Brantley, Board Liaison
    Chairperson -TBD
    Meetings: TBD

Buildings Committee                                                                                                                                                                                                       
     Ms. Lori Klein, Board Liaison
     Chairperson -TBD
     Meetings: TBD
 
Community Relations Committee (CRC)
     Mrs. Linda Cowett, Board Liaison
     Chairpersons - Mrs. Sue Selvidio-Stanley & Mrs. Jolene Ruffo 
     Meetings: Third Friday of each month at 10:30 am 

Landscape Committee 
     Mrs. Linda Cowett, Board Liaison
     Chairperson -TBD
     Meetings: TBD

Pool Committee
     Mr. Wayne Johnson, Board Liaison
     Chairperson -TBD
     Meetings: TBD

Roads & Grounds (R&G) Committee
     Mr. Wayne Johnson, Board Liaison
     Chairperson -TBD
     Meetings: TBD

Security Committee 
     Ms. Lori Klein, Board Liaison
     Chairperson -TBD
     Meetings: TBD

Art League 
     Mrs. Becky Stevens, President
     Meetings: Second Monday of the month at 1:30 pm

Social Committee
     Mrs. Fern Rouleau & Ms. Leigh Salby, Co-Chairpersons
     Meetings: First Monday of the month at 10:00 am

HomeSmart
Inspections

Davide Ferriolo
General Manager

941.413.6600
David@HomeSmartInspections.Net

HomeSmartInspections.Net

Lincense # HI16286

HomeSmart
Inspections

Davide Ferriolo
General Manager

941.413.6600
David@HomeSmartInspections.Net

HomeSmartInspections.Net

Lincense # HI16286

COMMITTEES
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advertisers 
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sers 

Always Know
Value Matters



Marla Stewart Owczarek, EsqMarla Stewart Owczarek, Esq

ART LEAGUE NEWS 
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The recent Art League reception was well
attended. Residents were excited and amused by
many of the works highlighting our LRF
community as well as the challenge project:
Animals. Our thanks go out to those who
generously donated to our scholarship fund for
kids art camps. Enough was collected to support   

Also, Watercolor Art Classes begin February
25th and continue on Wednesday mornings
until March 18th.

Becky Stevens, Art League President

two scholarships! We are working on the
other two. Both exhibits and our featured
artist’s work, Linda Lorenz, will be on display
until the fall. Be sure to see it.



Please Join us! We are having

Breakfasts and Lunches at different

places each month during the entire

year. Our dates are the 3rd Tuesday

of the month for Breakfasts and

Lunches at the 1st Friday of the

month. Come meet your neighbor,

bring a fellow neighbor, chat with

old friends and make new friends.

Please sign up on the clubhouse

bulletin board. If you have a favorite

place for lunch or breakfast please

call us at 941-360-1457 or email to

irenebill1978@verizon.net
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WOMEN’S BREAKFAST & DINING DIVAS 

BREAKFAST-MARCH 17@9:30AM

WOM E N ’ S
7246  55TH AVE E ,

BRADENTON,  FL  34203



2026 ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING – The LakeRidge Falls family, once again, showcased its
remarkable community spirit and engagement during the Annual Membership Meeting. This was
demonstrated by the impressive attendance of approximately 250 members, present either in person
or by proxy, who displayed a strong sense of involvement and commitment that defines this beautiful
Association. But before we continue to report on the meeting and its results, this is a great opportunity
to extend our sincere gratitude to Mrs. Nancy Blair, Mrs. Maria Sproul-Cummings, Ms. Mitch Matte, and
Mrs. Barbara Russo for their outstanding work in welcoming and admitting the large number of
members who attended the meeting in person.

The main event of the evening was the election of a new Board of Directors. This year, there were four
openings: three openings for a two-year term and one opening for a one-year term. After a lengthy
and
amazing job of the Inspectors of Election, which we will discuss in a second, the three new Directors
who gained the most votes, and therefore will serve a two year-term, were Ms. Lori Klein, Mr. Wayne
Johnson and Mr. Jerry Brantley. The Director who gained the most after these three was Mrs. Linda
Cowett, who will serve a one-year term. The remaining seat will be filled by Mr. Rod Hayden, who will
continue to his second year in office. On behalf of the community, congratulations to the newly
elected Board of Directors, and may it be a successful and productive year.

Back to the Inspectors of Election, the Annual Membership Meeting's success was due in no small part
to the diligence and professionalism of the Inspectors of Election, who were appointed by the
membership to oversee and conduct the vote counting process. They were Mrs. Fern Rouleau, Mrs.
Maria Sproul-Cummings, Ms. Mitch Matte, Mrs. Barbara Russo, Mr. Jim DuGranrut, Mr. Joe Stanley, Mr.
Ray Weigand, Mrs. Jan Wright, Ms. Ann Marie Locascio, and Marie Avery-Withers. We sincerely thank
each Inspector for their hard work and careful attention to detail during this important event.

Following the Annual Meeting, an organizational meeting took place in which the newly elected Board
of Directors chose its officers. Mr. Hayden was elected to continue to serve as LakeRidge Falls’
President; Mr. Johnson was elected as the Association's new Vice President; Mr. Brantley was elected
to serve as the Association’s new Treasurer; Ms. Klein was elected as the new Association’s Secretary;
and Mrs. Cowett was chosen to be Director at Large. We are sure all will join us in wishing all officers
and directors all the best and success. 

As a final note, I would like to take this opportunity to extend my heartfelt gratitude to Ms. Dorie
Parsons, Mrs. Diane Pezzimenti, and Mr. David Danilowitz for her exceptional service over the past two
years in serving this community. Their passion, commitment to teamwork, strong leadership, and
outstanding financial skills, which have benefited the Association and saved it thousands of dollars. I
would also like to express sincere appreciation to all the dedicated members of the various
committees who completed their terms this year. Their efforts have contributed to what has proven to
be a truly productive year for the Association. It has been a genuine pleasure collaborating with each
of you over the past year, and I am confident that all members of the Association recognize and value
the long hours you have devoted and your unwavering dedication to service.

Continued on page 65

COMMUNITY  MANAGER REPORT - ODED NEEMAN 



FREEZE AND LANDSCAPING – It was very cold in this area last month. So cold that a former member of
the community, Mr. Marty Collins, told us he had to open his fridge to get warm. If you don’t believe us,
just take a look at the frost coatings on the roofs and grass in the pictures below. On a serious note, the
cold temperatures experienced during the nights have impacted some of the Association's grounds.
More specifically, the grass. Here is how

LakeRidge Falls, like most communities, has several types of grasses, such as Saint Augustine,
Bermudagrass, and Bahiagrass. While St. Augustine is more adaptable to cold weather, the
Bermudagrass and Bahiagrass tend to go dormant when the temperature drops. This is mainly due to
their natural survival mechanism, which is designed to conserve energy during harsh conditions. In
practicality, what going dormant means is that these types of grass will turn brown, leading some to
believe that the grass is dead or at minimum not being irrigated adequately. However, please note this
is not the case. The University of Florida states that “this is a normal part of your lawn's winter
dormancy.” Therefore, please don’t be alarmed. All these areas should green up as soon as the
nighttime temperatures get above 55 degrees. Or in other words, it should become green again during
springtime.

On a related matter, freezing temperatures have the same effect on some plant materials, such as
crotons, for example. Following a freeze, some plant materials may lose their foliage or simply turn
brown. However, as the University of Florida determines, “while it may be ugly, the wilted, brown, and
dead plant material associated with frost or freeze damage protects the rest of the plant that is still
living.” As with Bermudagrass and Bahiagrass, this is simply a natural survival mechanism of such
plants designed to conserve energy. Therefore, we ask that you please not prune or cut what you
believe to be damaged plants in your front yards. We can ensure that, come springtime, most plant
materials should recover.

POND EROSION – As promised, here are more in depth detail of the pond work that took place in
January. A quick recap, the Board of Directors established in 2017 a Long-Term Pond Working Group
(PWG). The PWG goal was “to study and make recommendations for remediation of current erosion
problems as well as a long-term plan to stabilize and or minimize future erosion in our stormwater
drainage ponds.” It took the group a few years to conclude its work, and in 2020, it produced a
comprehensive, well-documented, and professional report.

Following on that report, the R&G Committee established a crew by the name of the Ponds Crew. In
general, the Crew’s task was to survey the Association ponds, identify erosions and other issues that
may impact the structural integrity of the ponds, and measure the extent of the erosions along the
edges of the ponds. Once concluded, the Ponds Crew was to issue a report to the Board of Directors,
which would share the information and data collected, provide possible explanations for erosion
causes, and recommend solutions to address issues discovered. After months of physically inspecting, 

Continued on page 7
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measuring, and documenting the ponds, the Crew submitted to the Board of Directors an impressive
135-page report of its findings and conclusions. It will be impossible to go through the entire 135
pages, but we will attempt to bring one highlight from each area where work took place.

The report states that “[c]ontinuing up the east side of the pond along the rear of the villas on
Victoria Falls Circle it is clear that the unburied downspouts are causing washout cuts along the
bank. Victoria Falls has 10 buildings up this side with two units apiece, for a total of 20 units…
Aside from the erosion directly observed caused by the pipes, there is an average of 9”-13”
undercut to the bank, similar to what we observed along the south bank. The bank here is
probably going to start collapsing shortly like the southern shore… Again, it was noted the short
backyards in this particular area. One large tree at the rear of 8119 evidenced a 30-inch void
below the surface as did a tree similarly situated along Kariba.”

To address the issues along the 500 ft starting from the southeast corner of Pond 3 going north, over
1,200 linear feet of PondTech Planks, 50 coir logs, 50 cubic yards of soil, and 6,000 square feet of sod
were used.

 Eroded area

before

source - pond crew report 2023

POND # 3POND # 3

Eroded area

yet to be

repaired

REPAIRED area

AFTER

Eroded area

before

REPAIRED area

AFTER
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The report states that “[t]he lower east side and south side of this pond show serious ongoing
erosion from berm run-off, as well as wall settlement inside the pond itself. Erosion from the
berm appears to begin to wash out and/or undermine the concrete walkway in spots. In
November 2020, rebar was driven into the bottom of this pond at a location off the south side of
this pond to measure erosion going forward. The rebar was inserted 24 inches from the lip of the
pond edge. On current inspection, the distance measured 38 inches from the same two spots.” To
address the issues reported along the entire pond, over 4,200 linear feet of PondTech Planks, 140 coir
logs, 150 cubic yards of soil, and 16,000 square feet of sod were used.

Pond 12 - The report states regarding the area along pond 12 where the work took place that it has a
“10” deep by 5’ wide swale.” The picture ON emphasizes it best. To address this issue, over 30 linear
feet of PondTech Planks, one coir log, 5 cubic yards of soil, and 200 square feet of sod were used.

Pond 14 - The report states regarding the areas where the work took place that “[t]he lawn area also
looks as if it’s been dug up and there are numerous anckle-deep holes (L). 8 to 15ft swale between the
homes (R). Cut in the bank between…. And swale between the houses (bottom).” To address the two
issues, over 65 linear feet of PondTech Planks, three coir logs, 10 cubic yards of soil, and 400 square
feet of sod were used. 

Eroded area

before

REPAIRED area

AFTER

Eroded area

before

REPAIRED area

AFTER

POND # 11POND # 11

PONDs # 12 & 14PONDs # 12 & 14

source - pond crew report 2023



VICTORIA FALLS NEIGHBORHOOD PAINTING – As many have
known, the Board of Directors, with the valuable assistance of
the Architectural Review Board (ARB), amended Article 18,
Painting, and its related appendices of Architectural Guidelines.
Please click here to see the new guidelines. As reported,
besides adopting color schemes and painting specifications,
the guidelines provide for a new assigned schedule. As can be
seen in the map , all members of the Victoria Falls
Neighborhood, i.e., Victoria Falls Cir and Kariba Lake Terrace,
are required to paint the exterior of their homes by the end of
2026. Of course, this work can’t commence before an
application is submitted to and approved by the ARB. Now, the
purpose of this article is not only to set a reminder of this
requirement, but also to explain that it is better to take action
now on this matter rather than to wait for later on in the year.

As the past showed us, if most members wait until the last
quarter of the year to apply to paint their homes, this would
most likely lead to a bottleneck situation. That is would mainly
be due to high demand for specific vendors and rain delays
caused by the hurricane season. 
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Therefore, scheduling this project earlier ensures you have access to your vendor of choice and helps
avoid potential delays as the deadline approaches. Remember, failing to submit and paint the exterior
of a house within the time frame is a violation of the governing documents. Therefore, please, and
again please, don't wait for tomorrow, as the famous saying goes, for what can be done today. Thank
you so much for your attention and cooperation on this important matter.

Eroded area

before

Pond 12

REPAIRED area

AFTER

Pond 12

source - pond crew report 2023

Eroded area

before

Pond 14

REPAIRED area

AFTER

Pond 14

Disclosure: I, Oded Neeman, Pinnacle’s Community Association Manager assigned to LakeRidge Falls Community Association Inc., am a partial owner of PondTech Solutions LLC, the company hired to perform the work mentioned above.
It should be noted that the Board Directors have overcome the possible conflict of interest by following the directives outlined in Florida Statutes Section 468.4335.



Joey D's - B+
3811 Kenny Drive, Sarasota 

Deep dish pizza is very good
Good service - very attentive
Large dining area
Good variety
Main dishes, sandwiches, pizza
Subs very good
Very large iceberg salad
Cold in there - take a sweater

Jersey Mike's Subs - B
8210 Tourist Center Dr, University Park

Sandwich shop
Very clean
Good quick service
Subs made to order while u wait
Everything was fresh
Choice of rolls

Four Florida FOODIES 
 
Ratings by Fern & Bob Rouleau and Linda & Gunner Lorenz. These are our opinions for the particular day and time
we went, which may change with different chefs and/or servers on a different day. In fact we HAVE found that the
food has varied and would get different grades on different days, even ones we loved. 
 

                          Restaurant Ratings
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Il Pacificio - C
1703 Main St, Sarasota

No ambience
Plenty of parking
No table service at all
Pizza was very thin and not fresh
Sandwiches were ok
Don't bother!

Chilis - C
6125 Exchange Way, Bradenton, FL

Service good
Food was mediocre
Mac and cheese was soupy
Typical chain menu and quality

Ventura's Italian Kitchen on Cortez - C
4805 Cortez Rd W.

Varied menu - good selection
Pizza joint
Very slow service
Food was ok



Small Things Like These

by Claire Keegan   

 

WINE
AND
FICTION BOOK CLUB 

WINE
AND
FICTION BOOK CLUB 

March, 24th

7:00 PM 

Grand Salon

LRF BOOK CLUB

WINE AND FICTION 
BOOK CLUB 
WINE AND FICTION 
BOOK CLUB 
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BOOK CLUBS

Everyone is invited to join in our
invigorating discussions. Any

questions, please contact 
Alida Gorin at 
908 313 4067 

The LRF Tuesday morning book group will
be meeting on March 17 , at 11:15 am to

discuss Correspondent by Virginia Evans.

th

The book is a critically acclaimed 
 epistolary novel about Sybil Van

    Antwerp, a retired, 73-year-old 
          divorced lawyer facing loneliness

and blindness.

In 1985 in the small Irish town of New Ross Ireland, Bill Furlong, a coal &
fuel merchant and family man faces his busiest season, Christmas. Early
one morning, while delivering an order to the local convent, Bill makes a
discovery which raises serious questions about the real purpose of the
convent, a training school for girls. During his search for answers, he must
confront both his past and the complicit silences of a town controlled by
the Catholic church. 
  
Please join with us as our facilitator, Carolyn Arevalo, leads us through yet
another spirited discussion of the book. New members are always welcome
(even if you haven't read the book)! Feel f ree to bring your favorite
beverage and if you choose, a light snack to share. Questions? Contact
Barb Weigand - weigassoc@gmail.com or 317-385-3697.

Tuesday, March 24th - 7:00 PM - Grand Salon

mailto:weigassoc@gmail.com
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FUN PHONE PHOTOGRAPHY

March 9

Lake Ridge Falls Clubhouse
at 6:30pm

7

SOCIAL COMMITTEE NEWS 
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SOCIAL COMMITTEE NEWS - CONT.

April 10, 2026 | 7:30 PM
Ed Smith | 2700 12th Street

Sarasota, Florida



me
please

SCHEDULE MAY CHANGE FOR UNFORESEEN REASONS.
MAKE SURE TO FOLLOW THE WEEKLY REMINDER FOR
UPDATED SCHEDULE SOME OF THE COMMITTEE MEETING
MAY NOT TAKE PLACE AS SOME OF THE COMMITTEES MEET
AS NEEDED. PLEASE MAKE SURE TO FOLLOW POSTED
AGENDAS

NOTE

BREAKFAST 

WOM E N ’ S

WINE
AND
FICTION BOOK CLUB 

WINE
AND
FICTION BOOK CLUB 

SHARING OUR TRAVELS

Red - Grand Salon - Green - Activities Room - Blue - Multi Purpose Room
* P&M - PILATES & MOVEMENT

LRF BOOK CLUB

Anniversary!!
C E L E B R A T E S  I T S  C E L E B R A T E S  I T S  

* 

* 

* 

* 

Daylight
Saving
Time
Starts

141414
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Always Know
Value Matters
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