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Since the last issue of the Falls Forum, our community held elections for
new members of the Board of Directors. I would like to thank those very
qualified individuals who chose to run for the four available positions, and
all the community members who came out to vote. I would like to welcome
David Danilowitz and Dorie Parsons as two new members of the Board, and
Diane Pezzimenti and Scott Sims as returning members. David, Dorie, and
Diane will be serving two-year terms, and Scott will be serving a one-year
term. I welcome them to our Board, look forward to working with them,
and wish them much success as I am confident you all do as well.

New committee members have been appointed and the committees have
begun to meet and work towards achieving their goals. Their role is vital to
the running of our community and the Board looks forward to their
suggestions and ideas. I thank you all for the hard work and volunteer
hours you give to
this community. 

Our portal is up and running and one area that has been surprisingly busy
is the classified ads. Treasures have found new homes. The ARB guidelines
are also posted on the portal as well as very important information for all
residents. The new computer and program have been installed at the
gatehouse to make access to our community smoother for your guests.
Please be sure to update your guest information. We will be inputting the
information over the next few weeks.



Board of Directors

Committees

Office

CONTACT INFO

President, Suzi Weinstein, President@lakeridgefalls.org
Vice-President, Scott Sims, VicePresident@lakeridgefalls.org
Treasurer, Diane Pezzimenti, Treasurer@lakeridgefalls.org
Secretary, Dorie Parsons, Secretary@lakeridgefalls.org
Director, David Danilowitz, Director@lakeridgefalls.org

Architectural Review Board (ARB)
    Suzi Weinstein, Board Liaison
    TBD, Chairperson
    Meetings: 2nd Thursday of the month at 10:00am

Budget Committee                                                                                                                                                                                     
    Dianne Pezzimenti,  Board Liaison
    TBD, Chairperson
    Meetings: TBD

Buildings Committee                                                                                                                                                                                  
     Scott Sims, Board Liaison
     TBD, Chairperson 
     Meetings: As needed

Community Relations Committee (CRC)
     Dorie Parsons, Board Liaison
     TBD, Chairperson
     Meetings: 3rd Friday of the month at 10:30am, as
     needed

Landscape Committee 
     David Danilowitz, Board Liaison
     TBD, Chairperson
     Meetings: 1st Tuesday of the month at 10:00am

Roads and Grounds Committee
     David Danilowitz, Board Liaison
     TBD, Chairperson
     Meetings: As needed

Pool Committee
     Dorie Parsons, Board Liaison
     TBD, Chairperson
     Meetings: Last Wednesday of the month at 11:00am

Security Committee 
     Scott Sims, Board Liaison
     TBD, Chairperson
     Meetings: 3rd Tuesday of the Month at 11:00am

Hurricane Preparedness Group
     TBD, Board Liaison
     TBD, Chairperson
     Meetings: as needed

Social Committee
     TBD, Chairpersons
     Meetings: 1st Monday of the month at 10:00am

Art League 
  TBD, President
  Meetings: 2nd Monday of the month at 1:30pm

Property Manager:  Oded Neeman
   Phone: 360-1046 Line #101
   email: PropertyManager@lakeridgefalls.org
   After hours Emergency Only: 941-951-4034

Guardhouse: 941-355-1328 / Security@lakeridgefalls.org
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Property Manager Report
by Oded Neeman

2024 Election – Last month, LakeRidge
Falls held its Annual Meeting. It goes
without saying, but the members of
LakeRidge Falls demonstrated, once
again, an outstanding community spirit
with an impressive attendance of over
215 members who attended in person
or by proxy. 

This year there were three openings for
a two-year term and one opening for a
one-year term. Three individuals, Mr.
David Danilowitz, Ms. Dorie Parsons,
and Mrs. Diane Pezzimenti have
submitted their Notice of Candidacy to
become candidates for election. At the
meeting, three additional individuals,
Mrs. Marie Avery-Withers, Mr. Scott
Sims, and Mrs. Barb Weigand, were
nominated from the floor. After a long
and productive meeting, three new
directors, Mr. David Danilowitz, Ms.
Dorie Parsons, and Mrs. Diane
Pezzimenti, were elected to a two-year
term, and one director, Mr. Scott Sims,
was elected for a one-year term. With
this in mind, we wish to thank with
much gratitude Mrs. Marie Avery-
Withers and Mrs. Barb Weigand for
stepping forward at the annual 
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by Oded Neeman

meeting and being willing to be considered as nominees from the floor. The fifth Board of
Directors member will be Mrs. Suzi Weinstein who will continue to her second year.

We wish to use this opportunity and say a big thank you to all the Registration Volunteers
and elected Inspectors of Elections who assisted greatly in administering the meeting.
They were Mr. Jim DuGranrut, Mrs. Betty Curry-Johnson, Mr. Wayne Johnson, Mrs. Jane
Kintz, Ms.  Mitch Matte, Ms. Cleo Monjoy, Mrs. Barbara Russo, Mrs. Maria Sproul-Cummings,
Mrs. Sue Selvidio Stanley, and Mrs. Janice Wright. 

Following the Annual Meeting, an organizational meeting took place in which the newly
elected Board of Directors chose its officers. Mrs. Suzi Weinstein was elected as LakeRidge
Falls’ President; Mr. Sims was elected as Vice President; Mrs. Pezzimenti was elected to
serve as the new Treasurer; Ms. Parsons was elected to be LakeRidge Falls’ new Secretary;
and Mr. Danilowitz was chosen to be Director at Large. We are sure all will join us in
congratulating the newly elected Board of Directors and wish all a successful and
productive year.  

As a final note, we would also like to use this opportunity and thank Mr. Stu Sutin and Mr.
Rod Hayden for an utterly amazing year/s in office. Not many may be aware of it, but both
Mr. Sutin and Mr. Hayden invested endless hours in promoting and executing many
important plans and projects, such as the T-Bills, Roof Task Force, and Engage Portal, for
the benefits of the Association and its members. And of course, a big thank you to all the
other great members of the different committees who finished their terms this year in
what proved to be a truly fruitful year. It was a great pleasure working with all of you
during this past year and we are sure all members of this Association appreciate the long
hours you contributed and the dedication of your service.

Pond #3 – If you may recall, we described in recent months some of the projects that took
place in the community which resulted from the Roads & Grounds (R&G) Committee's
resourceful research/work. If not, here is a short recap. Almost a year ago, the R&G
Committee was tasked with examining maintenance concerns related to pond erosion,
sidewalks, streetlights, mailboxes, and recreation amenities. Because this task
encompassed vast areas, the R&G Committee decided, with the Board's blessing, of course,
to divide the committee into five crews. In general, each crew was tasked with surveying
these areas, writing a report regarding its findings, and thereafter presenting a course of
action to address such issues. The R&G Committee would then review the work and
recommendations and determine what should be the final recommendations to be
brought before the Board of Directors.

Back in November, we spoke about the Ponds Crew work. In general, the Crew’s task was
to survey the Association ponds, identify erosions and other issues that may impact the
structural integrity of the ponds, and measure the extent of the erosions along the edges 



of the ponds. Once concluded, the Ponds Crew was to issue a report to the Board of
Directors which would share the information and data collected, provide possible
explanations for erosion causes, and recommend solutions to address issues discovered.

After six months of physically inspecting, measuring, and documenting the ponds, the Crew
submitted to the Board of Directors, during its August meeting, an impressive 135-page
report of its findings and conclusions. However, the members of the Ponds Crew didn’t
lounge around. Since August, the Crew has been endlessly working on drafting an action
plan for the third test site, i.e., the first is the one implemented at Pond #8, and the second
one implemented at Pond #14, this time around, for Pond #3. Once concluded, the plan was
presented at length to the Board of Directors. 

It took a couple of more months to tweak some of the specifications in the plan, but we are
happy to report that during its last meeting, the Board of Directors approved a proposal for
repairing the erosion along the south side of Pond #3. We are happier, actually excited, to
report that the work took place this week. While there are some minor finishings and
adjustments to be made, the impressive outcome of this work can be seen in the before,
during, and after pictures to the right. 
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We hope this test site will prove to be a fruitful
experiment helping in drafting a long-term and
financially feasible plan to address the issue of bank
erosion. This would be a great time to recognize and
thank members of the Ponds Crew, Mr. Warren Ferry,
Mr. Durand Glovinsky, Mr. Bob James, and Mrs. Betty
Curry Johnson, the R&G Committee Chairpersons, Mr.
David Danilowitz and Mr. Dick Dorn, as well as the
Board of Directors Liaison, Mr. Rod Hayden, for their
hard, dedicated, and amazing job.

Street Light Crew – Another one of the crews
mention above is Street Light Crew, a task force
tasked with surveying the community’s street light
poles, which are leased from Florida Power & Light 
(FPL), identify maintenance issues, and provide suggestions for
improvements. Among the several suggestions made, the crew
proposed installing 28 pagoda lights, similar to the one used
throughout the community, along the pathway from Cascade
Falls Drive to the Mi Pueblo Gate to provide a safer walking
environment and to promote security. As also reported, 28 green
pagoda fixtures were purchased, and we were working on
scheduling the electrician to install them. It took longer than we
hoped for, but we are more than happy to say that the work took
place a few weeks ago. 

Because a picture is worth a thousand words, the picture to the
right, provided to us by Mrs. Sharon Rosenthal, a long-time
member of the community, summarizes the result of all the  hard
work of those who were involved in this project. 
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With the above in mind, this is just one example out of many we presented in the past and
will continue to do so in the future of why committees play a vital role in the operation of
the LakeRidge Falls. We wish to take a moment, and we are sure all will join us, to thank Mr.
Bill Smith, Mr. Arnold Wallenstein, and Mr. Bob Rouleau, the members of the Street Light
Crew, the R&G Committee, and its chairs, and of course the Board of Directors for a truly
amazing job. 

New Gate Access System – Back in August of last year, we reported that due to a lightning
incident, the computer at the gatehouse crashed, which prevented accessibility to
electronically stored data. As one can imagine, this had an impact on administration
procedures as security officers at the gatehouse had to manually admit vendors and guests
as opposed to electronically doing so. While purchasing a new computer is not a major
task, shopping for a cloud computing application that allows the Association to store
information on a remotely secured server was not an easy task for several reasons. 

First, availability. While there are several software programs designed to administrate
vendors and guests for a wide variety of businesses, there are not many out there that were
developed to address the needs of homeowner associations. Secondly, cost. As one can
reasonably assume, a software application for a niche market is something that could not
be an inexpensive endeavor. Finally, demand. Because of the limited supply of products,
there is a high demand for such software applications.  

Of course, the Security Committee and the Board of Directors wasted no time and started
looking into alternatives and possible solutions to this matter. Following comprehensive
research, the Board of Directors approved back in October of last year a recommendation
by the Security Committee to enter an agreement with Applications by Design, Inc. (ABDI),
a leading company in this niche industry. We are happy to announce that after a long
waiting period, the Association is in the last stages of implementing this new gate access
system. 

During the first stages of using the ABDI software, the Association will use the same
methods it used in the past. That is, security officers will be directed to look up information
and log in visitors based on an approved list of guests or a phone call authorization. The
exciting news regarding the new software is that it is based on different modules. In other
words, the Association can add, and remove, features to the software based on the needs of
its members. For example, one of ABDI's more popular modules is GateAccess.net. This
allows residents to modify and view their approved guest list and information, which can
come with apps for iPhone and Android. 

With the above in mind, we kindly ask for the assistance of all residents. Mainly, residents
are asked to provide our offices with an updated RESIDENT SECURITY FORM which can be
found on page 12.  Please make sure to fill this form out and drop it or email it to our
offices. The sooner, the better. This way we can ensure we have the most recent and up-to-
date information on each resident which will tremendously assist in the seamless
administration of vendors and guests.  

Thank you so much for your attention and assistance on this important matter. 
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Engage Portal – In recent weeks, some inquiries have been presented regarding setting up
accounts for those who reside at the same address. Here is the issue at hand and how one
should address it. 

As you know, 399 welcome notice emails were sent to all members of the community. As
one may conclude with the 399 figure above, the emails were sent based on addresses.
That is, each household was sent one welcome email to one of the emails the Association
has on file. Therefore, members who share a household, but wanted to have their own
separate accounts were facing technical difficulties in doing so. This is quite
understandable considering this is a new system. Like most new systems, it takes time to
master. The following example should help, we hope, to make things easier for those who
wish to establish a new account.  

Let’s use a silly example to make things simple. The Wows is a married couple who live on
Cascade Falls Drive. The Wows don’t share an email address. That is, Mr. Wow has his email
address, i.e., JohnWow@Aol.Net, and Mrs. Wow has her own, i.e., JoenneWow@Aol.Net. So,
assuming the Wows were legit residents of the Association, the welcome email would have
been sent to one of their email addresses. For this exercise, let’s assume the email was sent
to Mrs. Wow email, i.e., JoenneWow@Aol.Net. 

After Mr. Wow came to learn how useful the new portal is, he wanted to set up his own
account so he could receive emails, post his artwork on the community feed, and follow
the CRC meetings schedule. Here are the steps on how Mr. Wow could establish his own
account. For this, Mr. Wow would need Mrs. Wow's help.  

First, the Wows would need to log into Mrs. Wow’s established Engage Portal account.
On the top right corner, they would need to click on the tab “My Account,” which is just
to the left of the bell icon.
A new page would be opened. They would have to look for the word “Settings,” which
appears in blue on the left mid-section of the page, they would have to click on
“Household Accounts:” 
This would take them to a new page with a blue rectangle box that says, “Add
Household Account,” which they would need to click on.
This will automatically take them to a page in which they can add Mr. Wow’s email so he
can enjoy all the features of this new portal and once filled out would need to make
sure to click on the blue rectangle “Submit”. 

We hope the above will assist those who wish to establish new accounts on the Engage
Portal but are facing some hardship in the process. Of course, members are always
welcome to contact this office for assistance. As before, we encourage all members to set
up their accounts so they can take advantage of this great service tool.

Smoke Detectors – Recently, one of LakeRidge Falls’ residents shared with us that
according to the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) smoke detectors must be
replaced every 10 years. Acting on a very important point, we urge all residents to inspect,
and if needed to replace, their smoke detectors. Below are two important safety tips by
NFPA regarding smoke alarms. Please act on this important matter. 

Continued on page 7
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Upcoming Events
Please signup in Clubhouse

for FREE events.

SOCIAL COMMITTEE
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Karaoke DJ & Dancing
   March 8th at 6:00pm
   Advance ticket purchase:
   $10.00/resident

BBQ Night
   March 21st
   $18.00/resident
   Catered by St. Pizza Catering
   Details to follow.

Sarasota Pops Concert
  May 3rd at 8pm
  Ed Smith Stadium
   

Paid Events



Upcoming Events

Past Event Photos

ART LEAGUE
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OTHER EVENTS

The Art League opened two new Exhibitions in
February for your enjoyment. They are Artists'
Choice and a Challenge Project-Sea Shells. You can
see them in the Activities and Multipurpose
Rooms.  In the Grand Salon Curio Cabinet is a
collection of Sea Shells from Barbara Weintraub.  
Fern Rouleau is the  Featured Artist in the
Activities Room.

We also held our first Sale of LRF Artists' work in
many years. Thank you to all who participated and
all who purchased! A portion of sales supports our
donations to Kids Summer Art Camps.

Donations are accepted at any time and
membership is open to all. Dues are $15.00 per
calendar year.

Art League Meeting
March 11th

1:30pm
 Multipurpose Room



History Book Club: Reading List & Discussion Schedule

A history book club is open anyone with an interest in discussing American
and global history. Monthly 1-hour meetings are held from 2 to 3pm East
Coast Time. Our “Zoom meetings” will normally occur on the third Tuesday
of each month. Everyone is encouraged to recommend history books and
facilitate our discussions. Members are encouraged to pursue their interests
and curiosity, while selecting books that are both well written and not
overly lengthy. Participants will receive a Zoom link about two days prior to
the meeting. Anyone interested in joining should contact Stu Sutin at:
sutindoc@gmail.com. 

BOOK CLUBS

Wine and Fiction Book Club

Scheduled discussions for 2024 include:

March 19. Stephan Kinzer. The Brothers, Jamie Stewart, facilitator
April 16. Walter Russell Mead. The Arc of a Covenant, W. Ferry, facilitator
May 14. Timothy Snyder. The Road to Unfreedom. Ed Grood, facilitator
June-August no meetings
September 19. J. Furman Daniel III. Patton Battling with History, Lee Kitchen,
facilitator
October 22. Jamin Ansery. Destiny Disrupted. Paul Urbanick, facilitator
November 19.  Andrew Roberts. Churchill. Peter Smerd, facilitator
December 17. Jonathan Philips. The Fourth Crusade & the Sacking of Constantinople,
Orlando Rodriguez, facilitator
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LakeRidge Falls Wine and Fiction Book Club March Selection: 

West with Giraffes by:
Lynda Rutledge

Our selection for March is a captivating novel that chronicles the remarkable
journey of 17-year-old Woodrow Wilson Nickel as he drives two giraffes across the
United States in 1938. A work of historical fiction told in first person narrative, the
book highlights the transformative effects of the journey on the young man’s
character. We see how the history of 1938 provides a backdrop for Nickel’s
personal, spiritual and moral growth. An ode to animal rights, the book emphases
the value of animals and their importance in human lives.  Please join us as we
discuss Nickel’s journey of self-discovery, resilience, hope and love emerges from
even the most challenging circumstances.

New members are always welcome. If you choose, bring your choice of beverage
and a snack or light desert to share. 

When: Tuesday, March 26th at 7:00pm in the Grand Salon at the Clubhouse
Questions? Contact Barb Weigand – weigassoc@gmail.com



LRF Book Club
 Meets the 2nd Tuesday of each month at

11:15am in the Grand Salon.                       

Book clubs - continued
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Other Events - continued

LakeRidge Falls Storytelling Night 2024:
Murder… Mystery… Intrigue… Good Deeds… Chance

Encounters… and Just Plain FUN!

If you’ve ever been to one of the LakeRidge Falls Storytelling Nights in past
years, you know that you will have an enjoyable evening. If you’ve never
attended, NOW is your chance! You will have an “evening to remember”
listening to our neighbors relate life stories that are sure to entertain you.
Come one, come all:

Wednesday, March 27th
6:30 PM
LakeRidge Falls Clubhouse – Grand Salon

So that we can prepare adequate seating, please sign the sign-up sheet on
the bulletin board. Light refreshments will be served at intermission. See you
there!

We will be meeting on Tuesday, March 12th in the Grand Salon to read THE LOST
APOTHECARY by Sarah Penney. The April book will be THE WORLDS I SEE:
Exploration and Discovery at the Dawn of AI by Dr Fei-Fei Li.  The May book is
THE POSTCARD by Anne Breset.   Please join us for our friendly and inspiring
discussions.  

Alida Gorin. 908-313-4067 
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