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Here are the more important stories we had this past and upcoming weeks: 

2023 Proposed Budget – Reminder, tomorrow, November 5th, at 10:00 a.m., the Board of Directors and the 

Budget Committee are holding a workshop meeting to discuss the proposed 2023 budget. This meeting offers 

owners a chance to voice their opinions before the Board approves the 2023 budget at its next meeting, 

scheduled for next week.  Copies of the proposed budget are available in the Association office, on the 

Association Portal (i.e. Community Information – Property Information), and attached to this email.  

Please join the Workshop Meeting to discuss the proposed 2023 Budget from your computer, tablet, or 

smartphone:  https://meet.goto.com/LakeRidge. You can also dial in using your phone, United States: +1 (408) 

650-3123, Access Code: 570-819-181. 

Spatterdock – It became quite obvious that Lakes (i.e. retention ponds) 8 and 9, please see map below, are 

being “taken over” by spatterdock. If you may recall from past reports, spatterdock is a type of aquatic lily 

that, unlike the more common water lilies, such as the fragrant water lily, is a little bit harder to control. While 

recommendations were made last November, i.e. of 2021, by the Roads & Grounds (R&G) Committee not to 

treat water lilies due to their beneficial aspects, the spread of this type of water lily was so vast that it started 

to cause concern about light and oxygen reduction that could lead to the kill of fish and other aquatic plant 

material. Therefore, and based on the recommendation of the new R&G Committee, an Eco-Logic Service, the 

company that maintains the Association’s ponds, subcontractor was on-site Wednesday to treat these two 

ponds with Sonar, a type of environmentally friendly aquatic herbicide. With this in mind, please note that it 

may take a few months and treatments before the spatterdock will be under control. Of course, we will keep 

you posted on the subject matter.  

 

https://meet.goto.com/LakeRidge


Downspout Related Erosion – On a related matter, the Association is dealing, as many other communities 

in Florida, with shoreline erosion issues. To better understand this matter, the Board of Directors established 

in 2017 a Long-Term Pond Working Group (PWG). The PWG goal was “to study and make recommendations 

for remediation of current erosion problems as well as a long-term plan to stabilize and or minimize future 

erosion in our stormwater drainage ponds.” It took the group a few years to conclude its work and in 2020 it 

produced a comprehensive, well-documented, and professional report. We encourage you to take a moment 

and read the report which is posted on the Association’s website under the tab “Special Projects.”  

Based on this report and in an attempt to develop a community-wide comprehensive action plan to address it, 

a few test sites were initiated. The goal was to evaluate the impact of the measurements taken and their 

effectiveness in combating pond erosion. One of the test site projects was named Pond Project 8, aiming at 

evaluating solutions to two main known contributors to shoreline erosion: residential downspouts and natural 

drainage swales. As was shared with the community, this project was initiated in May of this year. Six months 

into this experiment, it is safe to say that redirecting downspouts runoff directly into the retention ponds 

seems to be a very effective method of controlling erosion.  

The reason why we are bringing this matter up is that we wish to urge residents to take a proactive approach 

to this matter. As can be seen in the picture below, there is a good chance that if your downspout is not 

connected directly to the pond behind your house the water velocity originating from the downspout would 

cause bank erosion. To avoid potential liability and being assessed for the cost associated with repairing the 

eroded area, the Board of Directors, R&G Committee, and the Architectural Review Board (ARB) are urging 

you to apply to the ARB to connect your downspout to the pond behind your house.  

 



Please, your attention and cooperation are extremely important on this matter. By acting now, you may save 

yourself some grief later on. Again, thank you in advance for your understanding and help. 

Mowing Reminder – Please note that there will be NO mowing next week. As reported last week, BrightView 

Landscape transitioned into a bi-weekly mowing schedule. The reason for the change in the mowing schedule 

has to do, generally speaking, with the drop in temperatures. As we enter into the winter season, 

temperatures drop. In such conditions, the various types of grasses, such as Bahiagrass, Bermudagrass, and St 

Augustine, tend to go dormant and/or grow at a slower rate. Because there is no real need to mow grass that 

does not grow and to avoid actual damage to the turf, best practice calls for every other week mowing. This 

practice will continue until springtime, around the end of March or the beginning of April, when the 

temperature changes.    

Toys for Tots Campaign – This is a reminder that we are in the mix of the traditional U. S. Marine Corps 

Reserve Toys for Tots Campaign. The campaign is scheduled to end around the first week of December. The 

campaign’s objective is to provide three age-appropriate toys to each eligible child in Manatee County. This 

week, a large cardboard box was placed at the entrance to the Clubhouse by a Former Marine Volunteer. If 

you wish to help with this blessed cause, please feel free to drop a toy or toys in this box. Please note that 

toys should be placed in the box unwrapped so the appropriate age for the gift recipient can be determined by 

the Marine volunteers running the campaign. Elaborate and/or expensive toys are not necessary. Sometimes 

simple is better. For this campaign, the definition of “toy” includes books and games. As with past years, we 

are sure this campaign will prove to be super successful. 

As always, have a healthy and safe weekend.  

Sincerely, 

Oded Neeman - CAM  

LakeRidge Falls Community Manager  

4200 LakeRidge Blvd.  

Sarasota, FL 34243  

Email: propertymanager@lakeridgefalls.org  

Tel: 941-360-1046  
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