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Here are the more important stories we had this past and upcoming weeks:

Dead Fish – Recent reports came in this week stating that a school of dead fish is floating in pond number 1,
which is located on the west side of Mackay Falls Terrace. Unfortunately, this is not a new phenomenon. As
explained several times to us in the past by Ego-Logic Services, the Association ponds/wetland maintenance
company, cloudy weather during summer months increases the chances of fish kills in some ponds.
“Basically,” we were told, “plants and algae in the water stop producing oxygen and actually start using it up in
the absence of sunlight. When dissolved oxygen levels fall enough, fish cannot breathe and they die. Some
species are more tolerant of lower oxygen levels than others…”

In the past, a couple of ideas have surfaced that were intended to prevent the problem from reoccurring:
-

Add aeration systems

-

Perform a planned fish kill

However, these ideas were soon turned down because of the significant costs associated with them and
because even then there was no guarantee they would prevent this phenomenon from reoccurring.

In conclusion, as explained, “when a fish kill does occur, obviously, the smell is not pleasant, and you may get
complaints starting when the fish start appearing. However, it may take a few days for all of the dead fish to
float up from the bottom of the lake. If it is not a large number of dead fish, the birds usually clean it up pretty
quickly.” In other words, we are directed to allow nature to take its course.

Algae in the Ponds – On a related matter, we have noticed an increase in algae blooms in several ponds
around the community. While most would see it as a negative thing, the reality is that moderate algae blooms
are beneficial to any pond ecosystem. While I am far away from being an ecologist, here is a short explanation
of why.
In general, algae are formed when there is some imbalance in the water. Such imbalance can be the result of
excess nutrients, mainly nitrogen and phosphorus runoffs. As such, it is more evident during the rainy season.
After all, about 78 percent of the air we breathe is composed of nitrogen and phosphorus can be found in the
fertilizer used in landscaping. At this point, algae will feed on these nutrients thus serving as a filter. To better
understand this notion, consider this analogy. To some extent, an algae bloom is like a vulture on the side of
the road prying on roadkill. We can get rid of it and have to deal with the carcass ourselves, or let the vulture
eat the dead animal and then scare it away. This is why, as a side note, Eco-Logic Services would not treat
algae the moment it appears. Nevertheless, it is important to note that the overgrowth of algae can lead to
some negative results and therefore must be treated.

The bottom line of this article is to advise that you should expect to see some algae bloom in your pond.
However, rest assured that Eco-logic Services will make sure to treat the ponds as many times as needed to
ensure it is being contained. Hope you find this information useful.

Annex Building – We got a couple of reports from the monitoring center at Piper Fire Protection, LakeRidge
Falls’ Fire Alarm Company Service, that they have received a trouble signal from the fire panel located in the
annex building. This is why, on a side note, pool users heard a continuous beeping noise from the room with
the sign FACP (Fire Alarm Control Panel) on it. Unfortunately, we were advised that Piper Fire Protection's
computer system was down and therefore they can’t diagnose the issue remotely as they have done in the
past. The good news, however, is that they will send a technician as soon as possible to assess and correct
whatever is causing the panel to send such a trouble signal.

Mi Pueblo Gate – Recently, we have noticed that we can’t communicate between our main computer and
the Mi Pueblo pedestrian gate, which is located…well… next to the Mi Pueblo restaurant. As a result, new
FOBs that were entered in the last couple of weeks into the Door King System can’t be registered with this
specific gate. A service call was then placed with Moss Integration Solutions (M.I.S), LakeRidge Falls’ gate
maintenance company. Following their assessment of the issue, they have determined that the Door King’s
serial server won’t power up and therefore needs to be replaced. Of course, the part was ordered and will be
installed once it arrives. While the vast majority of residents will not be impacted by this temporary
malfunction (it should not affect 99.5% of all FOB holders), a handful of residents who obtained a new FOB in
the last couple of weeks will not be able to use this gate until the issue is resolved. We of course will keep you
updated on this matter.
As always, have a healthy and safe weekend.
Sincerely,
Oded Neeman - CAM
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4200 LakeRidge Blvd.
Sarasota, FL 34243
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