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Here are the more important stories we had this past and upcoming weeks: 

Driving and Riding Safely – Unfortunately, an incident took place this week which involved a vehicle and a bicycle. 

Sticking to the facts as known to us and without establishing blame, a member of the community, who was driving a car, 

turned into LakeRidge Blvd from one of the Association’s streets. At about the same time, another member of the 

community, who was riding a bicycle, attempted to enter the street from which the vehicle was driving. The result was a 

collision between the vehicle and the bicycle at an intersection located along LakeRidge Blvd. Thankfully, no one was 

severely injured. 

This incident MUST draw everyone’s attention to the importance of PERSONAL SAFETY. Endless articles were written, 

many actions were taken, and several policies were implemented to promote this matter.  However, these efforts are 

meaningless if we, every single one of us, do not participate in these efforts. Please, residents' safety can’t be taken 

lightly. Again, residents, regardless if they are riding a bike, driving a vehicle, or walking on foot, must obey all traffic 

laws and must be aware of their surroundings. 

Therefore, please take a moment to read the following safety guidelines: 

• Please drive/ride slowly and carefully around the community. 

• Please do not use your phone or any other electronic device while driving a car or riding a bicycle. 

• Please be aware of your surroundings while walking or while operating a motorized vehicle and/or a non-

motorized vehicle. 

• Please give the right-of-way to any vehicle, bicycle riders, and pedestrians already traveling on the 

road/sidewalk. 

• Please exercise caution when riding a bicycle by using safety equipment such as helmets, gloves, and knees and 

elbows pads. 

Remember, together we can keep LakeRidge Falls a safe and enjoyable environment. Please help us by fulfilling your 

part. We wish to thank you in advance for your cooperation and assistance on this super important matter. 

Waterfall – This week, Water Equipment Technologies of Southwest Florida (WET), the local vendor the Association 

uses for all its pump-related maintenance and service matters, was onsite installing two brand new Variable Frequency 

Drives (VFD) for each of the two waterfalls’ pumps. But before we go into what VFDs are and what is their significance, 

here is a little history. A year or so ago, the Roads & Grounds (R&G) Committee presented a comprehensive report that 

included a few recommendations related to the efficient and cost-effective operation of the Association’s waterfall. 

Acting on some of the recommendations made, the Board of Directors at the time replaced the waterfall’s leaking 

pump/motor, reinstated the quarterly preventive maintenance visits, and approved the reinstallation of two new VFDs, 

which were eliminated years before. Because funds had to be raised for this endeavor and because of a global shortage 

in electrical supplies, the work took place months after it was approved. 



Now, let’s take a second to explain what are these mysterious VFDs. A VFD is an electronic device that controls the 

frequency and voltage of the power that is being supplied to, in our case, the waterfall’s motor that operates the pump. 

While this is not the most accurate way to look at it, let’s use a simple-to-understand example. The VFD is like a vehicle's 

gas pedal. When “pushing on,” it would release more power to the motor that is operating the pump making it work 

faster. When “taking the leg off of it,” this device would slow down the motor. Until recently, the waterfall pumps 

worked at full force, i.e. the gas pedal was floored. With the VFD in place as the “driver,” the gas pedal will be used per 

demand. Therefore, the main benefits of the VFDs are 1) improving the system efficiency and thus saving electricity, and 

2) reducing the mechanical stress on the system thus extending the life expediency of the motors/pumps. 

This is a great time to thank all those who worked on this project. We are certain the entire community will enjoy the 

fruits of these efforts in the near future.      

 

Service Outage – Yesterday at around noon, the Association started to experience service interruptions with its 

communication services.  At some point, the Association lost phone and internet services. After further investigation, we 

learned that Spectrum, the Association service provider, experienced a service outage that impacted all of its customers 

in this area. Unfortunately, the issue was not resolved until 11 pm last night. While this has a minor impact on the 

service we provide to the residents of LakeRidge, we ask for your patience when it comes to the Association replying to 

emails and/or returning your calls. Thank you as always for your understanding of this matter.     

Sincerely, 

Oded Neeman - CAM  

LakeRidge Falls Community Manager  

4200 LakeRidge Blvd.  

Sarasota, FL 34243  

Email: propertymanager@lakeridgefalls.org  

Tel: 941-360-1046  
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