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Here are the more important stories we had this past and upcoming weeks: 

Parking on the Streets – This week, a rough draft was shared with the community regarding potentially regulating the 

parking practices in the Clubhouse’s parking lot. While this is still an ongoing process, one regulation remains the same. 

LakeRidge Falls’ governing documents, Initial Restrictions and Rules, Paragraph 2, Restricted Activities, (a), prohibits 

within the Community the “[p]arking of any vehicles on private streets or thoroughfares; and parking of commercial 

vehicles or equipment, mobile homes, campers, and similar recreational vehicles, golf carts, boats, and other watercraft, 

trailers, stored vehicles, or inoperable vehicles in places other than enclosed garages; however, construction, service, 

and delivery vehicles shall be exempt from this provision for such period of time as is reasonably necessary to provide 

service or to make a delivery to a Lot or the Common Area.” 

The rationale behind this 20+ years old rule is simple: parking on the Association’s narrow roads can be hazardous 

especially when parking on both sides of the road and/or parking at night. Just last August we reported how a resident 

informed us that her daughter’s car was side-swiped while parking on one of the Association’s streets. Therefore, we 

kindly ask you and/or your invitees to park all vehicle/s in your driveway in a way that does not block pedestrians from 

safely using the sidewalks. Following this simple direction will greatly assist us in eliminating potential hazardous and 

safety incidents such as the one mentioned above.  And as said before, thank you in advance for your cooperation and 

understanding on the matter. 

Snakes in the House – A resident reported to us recently that he discovered not one, not two but three black 

racer snakes hiding in his kitchen. The University of Florida states that black racers are non-venomous and “are not 

dangerous to people or pets, but they will readily bite to defend themselves. Racers are not aggressive and avoid direct 

contact with people and pets. Virtually all bites occur when the snakes are intentionally molested.” To learn more 

about black racers in particular, and snakes in Florida in general, we encourage all to take a moment and visit the Florida 

Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission’s website and explore the page called Living with Snakes. 

What did the resident do to remove the non-venomous snakes from his home one may ask? Well, he followed the 

instructions as outlined in the attached document titled “Snakes: Removing from Dwellings” by Ruthe Smith and Joe 

Schaefer of the University of Florida. In the article, Smith and Schaefer recommend using glueboards. Please take a 

moment and read the article as it could come very useful in case you would also encounter a black racer or two, or 

three, in your house. However, it is always a good idea to call a wildlife removal professional in case you are uncertain 

about what snake you are facing and/or are not willing/capable to perform this task yourself. After all, it is always better 

to be safe than sorry. 

Waterfall – You may have noticed that the waterfall is off for the past couple of days. Here is why. Following a routine 

inspection, we expressed to Smiley Pool Services, the Association’s pool and waterfall maintenance company, our 

concerns regarding the quality of the waterfall’s water. As can be seen in the picture below, the water was green and 

foam was very apparent. These signs were a clear indication that the chemical balance of the water was not perfect. 

Following our report, Smiley Pool Services determined that “due to phosphates being so high” they had no other choice 

but to drain the fountain and refill it to get it looking better again. 

https://myfwc.com/conservation/you-conserve/wildlife/snakes/
https://ufdcimages.uflib.ufl.edu/IR/00/00/59/74/00001/UW03700.PDF


 

Without going into too many details, phosphates are organic chemicals that could be introduced to the waterfall’s water 

by organic matters such as oak leaves and twigs. If you recall, we reported recently about a significant amount of oak 

leaves droppings that find themselves inside the waterfall’s basin from the three large oak trees located behind the 

waterfall monument. When the phosphate level in the water is too high, as reported by Smiley Pool Services, then it 

promotes algae growth. When the algae organism dies, it releases more phosphates into the water leading to new algae 

growth. The result is captured in the picture above. With this in mind, and if everything will go according to plan, the 

waterfall should be up and running again by early next week. 

Yellowing Turf – As at the same time last year, it is noticeable that there are several areas with patches of brownout 

sod. Landscape professionals refer to them as “hotspots”. There are several reasons why they are present and can be 

the result of poor coverage, soil composition, insects, diseases, type of grass, sun exposure and several other reasons. 

What is common to all these reasons, however, is that an extended drought acts as a catalyst for all of them. For 

example, chinch bugs, which is an insect pest, tend to feed on St. Augustine grass during the hot and dry times of the 

year. The dryness caused by the drought makes the Association’s grass a fruitful ground for their infestations.  

With this in mind, BrightView Landscape is making sure to run the irrigation to its fullest capacity. However, any 

irrigation system is only a supplemental tool for rainfall. After all, BrightView Landscape can’t program the system to 

irrigate all grounds at the ideal time of the day, which is early morning. Moreover, the Association is limited by the 

amount of water it can use per the water permit it is governed by and issued by the South Florida Water Management 

District (SFWMD), a governmental agency that regulates Florida’s water resources. 

Nevertheless, rest assured that the Association is doing everything within its capacity to battle the drought. For example, 

BrightView Landscape was onsite this week applying insecticides to combat chinch bugs. Another example is Mr. Victor 

Martinez, BrightView’s Irrigation Technician, who is working vigorously to attend to as many hotspots as possible to 

ensure the lawns are getting proper coverage (i.e. broken irrigation heads, adjustments, etc). Once the rainfalls come, 

we should be in the clear. Until then, we wish to thank you, once again, for your understanding on this matter. 

Have a healthy and safe weekend. 

Sincerely, 

Oded Neeman - CAM  
LakeRidge Falls Community Manager  
4200 LakeRidge Blvd.  
Sarasota, FL 34243  


