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Here are the more important stories we had this past and upcoming weeks: 

Pool Bathroom – Some may have noticed that the faucet located in the handicap stool of the pool women’s bathroom 

is out of order. Late last week, we were informed that the automatic faucet was not turning on. It seemed, as the report 

stated, that the mainline to the faucet was turned off. Following these reports, and after further investigation of the 

matter, it was determined that the faucet’s solenoid was the source of the problem. Without going into too much detail, 

which can be boring at times, the purpose of the solenoid in the faucet is to control the flow of water. In our case, the 

solenoid is designed to turn the water on once we place our hands near the faucet’s sensor. Therefore, the conclusion 

was that once the sensor was activated and the water was not coming out that the solenoid failed, for some reason. 

The first attempt to address this matter was to clean the solenoid itself. After this was done, it was noted that while the 

water did come on the automatic faucet failed to turn off. At this point, the conclusion was that the solenoid failed and 

had to be replaced. Following this determination, the water was turned off, an “out of order” sign was placed, and a 

warranty claim was made with the manufacturer of the faucet, American Standard. While it took a little bit longer than 

we hoped for, the new part should arrive no later than next week. Once on-site, we will ensure it will be installed 

without delay. In the meantime, and as always, thank you so much for your understanding and patience over this 

matter. 

Landscape – A couple of weeks ago, BrightView Landscape, LakeRidge Falls’ landscape maintenance company, was 

onsite changing out the annuals. Based on the recommendation of the Landscape Committee, a variety of Pentas were 

installed. The University of Florida describes them as plants that “[w}hen other plants fade in Florida’s hot and humid 

summers, perennials like Pentas…truly shine. These attractive plants… are a great source of food for hummingbirds and 

butterflies.”   

Front Landscape Beds – Staying with landscape matters, LakeRidge Falls is considered, using common language, a 

maintenance-free community as far as landscaping goes. That is, LakeRidge Falls’ homeowners are not responsible to 

maintain landscape areas that were originally installed by the developer. In most cases, in super general terms, this 

means the landscape beds located at the front yards and lawns, i.e. grass, throughout the community. 

To assist the Association in doing so, the developer made sure to include language in the governing documents that the 

maintenance work would be performed based on the Community-Wide Standard. Of course, such a directive must have 

a rationale behind it because otherwise, it is meaningless. The one behind this one is that it would be impossible for any 

entity to maintain 170 acres based on the personal wants of 600+ residents. Because this direction is written in the 

legally binding governing documents, the Association is required to establish such a standard and make sure to follow it. 

Good or bad, this is what all members agreed to.    

To make things simple, as far as landscaping front beds go, the Community-Wide Standard calls for two things. First, 

the original design of the landscaping beds must be kept. This is not to say that all owners must have the same plants 

organized in the same fashion, order, and/or quantity, but to simply say that the general design must be followed 

throughout the community. The logic behind this notion is simple. It is easier, and therefore less expensive, to maintain 



a specific pattern according to a predetermined set of guidelines rather than to maintain 399 Lots based on the personal 

wants of individuals homeowners.  

Secondly, the standard provides restrictions on work that can and/or can’t be done in the front landscape beds. 

Examples are the forbidden use of invasive plants, fruit-bearing plant material, and vines and the allowable use of 

annuals and/or perennials. As a side note, we encourage all to explore the Architectural Review Board (ARB) Guidelines 

to review the complete and detailed list of these restrictions. With this in mind, this is the point we are trying to make 

today. It would be unrealistic to think that residents would not add, remove, or amend without approval the landscape 

bed in front of their house in a way that contradicts the governing documents and the Community-Wide Standard. It 

would be even more unrealistic to expect the Association to be aware of such actions in real-time. Here is one example. 

A resident got a Devil’s Ivy in a decorative ceramic pot as a present for hosting her next-door neighbors for dinner. After 

a year or two, the plant got so big that the resident felt it would not be a big deal if she planted it in her front yard. The 

thinking was that she owns her front yard, and therefore, it is within her rights to do so. After all, she rationalized her 

decision, it is only one plant. Unfortunately, wrong. Why? Well, because Devil’s Ivy is an invasive and very aggressive 

plant. 

Three years after the plant was installed, the person sold her property. A few months after moving in, the new 

homeowners petitioned the Landscape Committee arguing the professional landscape maintenance company is 

consistently failing to maintain their front landscape bed. They presented pictures showing how the Devil’s Ivy was 

creeping on the front entrance wall and climbing over other plant materials. To make a long story, and true, by the way, 

short, the remedy involved the removal of impacted plant materials, the treatment of the Devil’s Ivy, and the installation 

of new plants. As one can imagine, free it was not. To be more accurate, the cost was around $600.   

Now, this may sound insignificant considering it is only one person’s action. But what if we told you that the most 

common non-compliance incident in this community involves work that is performed without ARB approval? Can you 

see how a small decision made by 50 homeowners, just an example, could potentially cost the Association $30,000, i.e. 

$600 multiplied by 50 homeowners? Would you be happy to know that your Association dues are used to correct honest 

mistakes made by individual residents? 

We hope the point has been made clear that members and residents of this community need to understand why 

the Community-Wide Standard is so important. It is not to deprive residents of expressing their individualism. It is not 

even remotely driven by the urge for control. It is a notion that was established by the governing documents to ensure 

the best interest of the community, i.e. its members, as a whole. Of course, it also helps, as defined in the ARB 

Guidelines to “preserve the community architectural integrity, harmonious design, and aesthetic principles.” This is what 

makes LakeRidge Falls so unique. This is what draws new homeowners. This is what causes guests to be jealous of their 

hosts. This is just another reason why LakeRidge Falls is one of the best, if not the best, places to live in.   

Updates – A couple of updates from recent weeks. The first, and it only took forever, we are super excited to announce 

the 65 inch Roko smart TV was installed this week in the Activities Room. The new smart TV is intended to assist 

committees with their work and provide smaller groups a better viewing experience during, for example, 

sporting events. The second update is to inform all that the residents’ entry gate is now up and running again. Moss 

Integration Solutions (MIS), LakeRidge Falls’ gate maintenance company, was on site yesterday to install the new reader. 

After testing the new device several times, it was said that the gate is up and running again.   

 

 



Have a healthy and safe weekend. 

Sincerely, 

Oded Neeman - CAM  

LakeRidge Falls Community Manager  

4200 LakeRidge Blvd.  

Sarasota, FL 34243  

Email: propertymanager@lakeridgefalls.org  

Tel: 941-360-1046  
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