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A message from your Board President,
Paul Urbanick
The Board Of Directors met on March 11th
with a coffee meet and greet after. The meeting was well attended and very lively. Members’
input is a valuable part of LRF and we appreciate
members’ concerns. It is with this in mind that
a survey was created.
By now you should have received the survey
electronically and it is also available at the Clubhouse in hard copy. The BOD looks forward
to your input. Your opinions are important to
us and will aid us in moving forward. The results
of the survey will be made available to the
members.
Bob Storc and I meet with Misty Servia, our
new county commissioner, (we are now in the
4th district with the remapping) to inquire as to
how to best access County services. We
learned that there is a $10,000. grant for beautification and other sources of funds from both
the county and private organizations. Another
source of monies would be most helpful as we
move forward with ponds and renovation of
our landscaping.
The issue of adjoining units and the ability of the
association to ensure utilities continue to prevent mold and other issues was sent to the attorney for review. Unfortunately, there is
nothing that can be done except in dire emergency. Our association rules do not allow entering a unit owner’s property. In the meeting
with our council woman, she indicated that at
an upcoming meeting with the members of the
legislature in Tallahassee she would introduce
this issue. She has also agreed to address our
community on (date to be determined) and
bring along a civil engineer who works for the
county with communities that have pond issues.

Be on alert for an announcement on this educational
presentation. It is for the general membership as
well as the BOD.
Saturday March 26th is the garage sale from 8-12
noon. Have fun, visit with neighbors you know or
make new acquaintances, discover a treasure in
someone else’s cast-off. Good luck to all and keep
your eye out for any riff/raff. Should you observe any
issue, please get the auto license number. We look
forward to a safe and fun event.
Committees have been meeting and it is exciting to
see new members as returning committee members
step forward to assist in this vital work. The board
depends on the work effort results and recommendations of committees. Many thanks to all who have
volunteered their time and effort.
The Social committee had a well attended and by all
reports a wonderful acoustic afternoon in the Grand
Salon. The well organized Kariba block party was a
spectacular time with great food, party design. It was
a roaring success. Great to see the clubhouse full
and functioning as the community center. Hats off to
the committee members lead by Carol Hoffman. I
look forward to losing the weight put on with the
wonderful culinary efforts of Kariba residents On a
personal note: I am now a Florida resident, got
through the red tape (or is it blue) and will be visiting
Chicago soon to put my house on the market. Looking forward to having this transition completed and enjoying the summer in LRF.
Th Art League show Sunday at 4:00 was yet another great community activity. (How ever will I
lose weight with all the delicious deserts). The Art
League show remains open for your viewing (and if I
understand correctly some of the works may be
available for sale)
SO TO RECAP: if you haven’t filled out the
questionnaire it is available online and in hard copy at
the clubhouse. PLEASE do so. The next board
meeting will be April 8 at 2:00.
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Property Manager Report
by Oded Neeman

Board of Directors’ Survey – During its March’s
meeting, the Board of Directors voted on conducting a membership survey. As it appears on the survey itself, your Board of Directors “invites homeowners’ input to help guide community planning.”
The Board of Directors decided, therefore, on “…
initiating a survey that identifies interest(s) and will
enable us [i.e. the Board of Directors] to understand
short and medium-term priorities… Please be aware
that any budget expenditures related to future plans
will be reviewed at LRF Board Meetings; i.e., the survey results will be used for future planning. Our [i.e.
the Board of Directors] intent is to provide transparency to all. Thank you for your input.”
With this in mind, and once again, we would love for
you to fill out this short survey prepared by your
Board of Directors. This survey is an important tool
to voice your opinion and provide feedback. The
survey is available in the clubhouse and on the Association website under the tab “FORMS.” Please note,
only homeowners can participate in this survey. The
Board of Directors asked, for administrative reasons,
that only one survey be filled out per household.
Therefore, we kindly asked that you make sure to
indicate your LakeRidge Falls address and identify
your neighborhood, i.e., Stirling, Victoria, or Sandstone. Please help us shape the future of this community by taking a few minutes of your time to fill
out the survey. Thank you in advance for your help
and participation!
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New Committee Structure Policy – Also during
one of its meetings, i.e. February 18th, the Board of
Directors approved a revised Committee Structure
Policy. If you recall, last year we reported that the
Board of Directors established, based on Article V,
Committees, of the Association’s governing documents, a new policy that lays out the structure, authority, and responsibility of the Association’s committees. Following this year’s committee sign-up process, the Board of Directors gained valuable
knowledge which led them to the realization that
some adjustments needed to be adopted to promote
more participation by members and residents.
Therefore, we urge all members and residents to
take a moment and read the new policy. A copy of
this policy is available on the Association website under the tab “Policies/Rules.” Committees play a vital
role in the operation of LakeRidge Falls. It is, therefore, that we encourage all to join one of the Association's committees. Actually, the Board of Directors
wanted to stress that it is never too late to join one
of the Association’s committees. If you wish to join a
committee, please fill out a Committee Sign-Up
Form, which you can find on the Association website,
or by picking up a hard copy located near the two
bulletin boards. Remember, volunteering helps to
ensure this community remains one of the best communities to live in both Manatee and Sarasota Counties.
Residents Directory – We are happy to announce
that the 2022 Residents Directory is now available.
As every year, residents are invited to pick up their
directory at the LakeRidge Falls’ clubhouse. Copies
are available at Mrs. Andrea Householder’s office.
Please note that Mrs. Householder’s office hours are
Monday, Wednesday, Friday between the hours of 10
am to 3 pm. Also, each household will be eligible to
receive one copy of the directory. Therefore, when
picking up your copy, please make sure to sign your
name on the sign-up list indicating you received your
copy. Lastly, we wish to thank Mrs. Householder and
the members of the Community Relations Committee for all their hard work in recruiting advertisers
thus helping to provide this beautiful directory to you
at no charge.
Canopy Tree Policy of 2022 – For those who
roam around the community, it was very difficult to
miss the several crews working on the large canopy
trees located in front of residential Lots. Before we
dive further into this, here is a short recap from

last month report. The Board of Directors adopted a few months ago a new policy set to encourage members to remove or replace canopy trees
located at their front yards (i.e. Lots) while ensuring a community wide- standard. The policy
was adopted, summarizing a long and detailed
rationale into one sentence, to address increasing yearly expenses related to canopy trees,
mainly sidewalk replacements and pruning requirements. This new policy, which you can find
on the Association’s website, is constructed in
such a way that should reduce the red tape related to the application process, offer an appealing
group rate of $950 for removal and grinding, and
pay for replacement plant material, i.e. tree or
sod, as determined by the Architectural Review
Board (ARB). What some may have saw last
month, therefore and going back to our story,
was the work performed on forty some Lots
owned by homeowners who obtained such approval. While we are in the mix of the follow-up
work, i.e. replacement plant material, one thing is
for sure: the community is getting a fresh new
look. The open landscaping, which is one of the
Long-Term Landscape Group’s main goals, i.e.
“Create a Park Like Setting,” resembles new developments giving the community a young and
vibrant appearance.
With this in mind, homeowners who wish to replace or remove a canopy tree located at the
front Lots may apply to the ARB no later than
April 12th at 10 am using the specially created Canopy Tree ARB Submittal Form. This form
can be found on the Association’s website. Remember, the Association will assume the responsibility for the replacement of the canopy tree
and all related expenses while homeowners,
whose applications are approved, will be responsible to reimburse the landscaper provider a sum
of nine hundred and fifty dollars ($950). Remember, a relatively inexpensive and straightforward
project today may become an expensive and
much more complex project in the future.
Therefore, use this opportunity and apply.

Continued on Page 4
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Sidewalks Maintenance – On a somewhat related
matter, and as part of the ongoing maintenance efforts, last month we conducted a survey of Mackay
Falls Terrace in order to locate raised sidewalks. In
doing so, several sections of sidewalks were clearly
marked with a neon orange spray. Following the survey, a detailed report with the identified areas and
their corresponded pictures was composed. The report was submitted to both the Board of Directors
and a local concrete company. Thankfully, the concrete company was very responsive and already visited the sites identified on the list. We hope that by the
time you read this article some of the areas were
grinded, replaced, and/or patched. In upcoming
weeks, the newly established Roads & Grounds
(R&G) Committee will continue monitoring the community’s sidewalks to ensure all areas that need to be
addressed are identified and handled. In the meantime, we ask all to pay attention to the marked areas
or report sections that may catch your attention.
Thank you in advance for your understanding and cooperation on this matter.

Clubhouse Surround Sound System – As
many know and have come to experience, the
www.lakeridgefalls.org
acoustic quality
in the grand salon is not the greatest. Not once did we receive compliments from
residents who argued they could not hear very
well, for example, the numbers called during Bingo
Nights or hear speakers during a given Board of
Directors’ meeting. Following these complaints,
the Board of Directors asked the Buildings Committee to find a reasonable remedy to the issue.
After some research, the Buildings Committee
concluded that the most fiscally and reasonable
solution will be to install a surround sound system.
While it was not its main objective, the Buildings
Committee also concluded that a surround sound
system will greatly assist in its broadcasting an improved sound signal to those who are watching the
virtual meetings at home using the GO-TOMEETING application. Based on this recommendation, the Board of Directors approved last October the Committee’s recommendations.
During the same meeting, the Board of Directors
also approved two additional installations. The first
is the installation of a smart TV in the card room.
The new smart TV is intended to assist committees with their work and provide smaller groups a
better viewing experience during, for example,
sporting events. The second addition approved by
the Board of Directors is the installation of a designated hot spot for screen mirroring. In simple terms, screen mirroring allows residents to
project or mirror their smartphone, tablet, and/or
computer’s screens to the TV screen. Using the
example before, those who have NFL Sunday Ticket or NFL RedZone will be able to project football
games from their small screens to the large TV
screens in an easy manner.
And why do we bring this issue up now? Well, because last month Moss Integration Solutions (MIS),
the company that was awarded to execute this
project, installed all of the above. As we came to
learn, these relatively inexpensive additions turn
the clubhouse into a much more enjoyable and user-friendly place.
Gates – Back in February, it was reported that the
front residents' arm gate was not working. Following the repair/report, we were informed that the
gate was still acting up. While the arm gate seems
to be working without an issue since the repair,
MIS, which is also the Association gate
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maintenance company, suggested ordering and storing
a new RFID reader. MIS explained that there is a good
chance the RFID reader, i.e. the white rectangle device
near the arm gate (see picture below), is failing. Therefore, they concluded, having a replacement RFID reader on hand will significantly reduce the potential inconvenience residents may experience if the current reader fails without notice.

A couple of weeks later, MIS was on-site again to adjust
the back gates located on Lockwood Ridge Rd. Here is
the story behind this repair. A few reports came that
the back gates coming into the community were not
working right. Some reports advised that the arm gates
went up, but the gates themselves got stuck halfway or
would not open at all. Other reports spoke about the
back gate opening so fast that gates hit the curb at a
high rate of speed. And then there were reports of the
gates at the exit side getting stuck open.
After looking into this matter, MIS discovered that the
newly installed gate operators indicated a “force reversal” error. In simple terms, the gate operators were
reporting an obstacle and/or resistance in the movement of the gates. After troubleshooting the matter,
MIS concluded that gate operators’ arms, see picture
below, had to be adjusted to give the operators more
leverage. You see, when MIS installed the new operators they failed to take into consideration, as they explained to us, that the gates have an uphill hinge system.

Here is a short history on the issue of uphill
hinges. As many may have noticed, the road
leading from Lockwood Ridge Rd to LakeRidge
Blvd has an uphill sloop. Before 2017, i.e. the
year in which this system was installed, the gates’
hinges were level allowing the gates to open
evenly. In more simple terms, the gates were
installed higher on the posts leaving a large gap
between the bottom of the gates and the road.
Otherwise, gates that open towards an area that
is higher than their starting point would get
stuck at the surface below it. As one can imagine, and as can be seen in the picture below, the
gap between the road and the bottom of the
gates posed a security issue for the Association
as it allowed trespassers to simply roll under the
gates. Therefore, an uphill hinge system was installed to eliminate this problem.

Back to our story, MIS didn’t take into consideration the gates’ different hinge systems. To their
account, the arms that are connecting between
the gates and the operators were installed based
on the old gates’ specifications. While much can
be said about the physics involved in this matter,
the bottom line was that the gate operators
were pulling the gates too fast which caused the
force reversal. Thankfully, MIS figured out the
issue making sure to take apart all the arms and
re-weld them to the proper position. Of course,
MIS performed this work at no cost to the Association demonstrating once again an outstanding
business relationship the Association has with its
vendors.
Back Gate and GPS – Staying with the back
gate, and as most know, GPS systems tend to
direct vendors/guests to the back resident-only
gate located of Lockwood Ridge Rd.Thanks to
one of LakeRidge Falls’ long-time residents, we
provided for the past few years residents with an
Continued on Page 6
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address that should direct all who would have
used it to the front Gatehouse. Unfortunately,
Mr. Tony Morrison, the Gatehouse Captain, informed us recently that this address is no longer
accurate as it takes its users to the care center
located across the street from the Association.
Looking into it, we located an updated address.

to the logical conclusion that they have a water
leak somewhere in the house. Two questions
then arise:

Therefore, residents should advise their invitees
to enter 3901 Lakeridge Blvd, Sarasota, FL
34243, into their GPS. This address should direct
all to the front entrance where the Guardhouse
is located off of Tuttle Ave. From there, the
Guardhouse can be of assistance directing such
invitees to residents’ houses. We encourage all to
try this approach with hopes to reduce the confusion and inconvenience caused by using a GPS.

 Does MCUD offer an adjustment to a water
bill in case a leak is discovered?

Safety – Last month, we noticed some alarming
behavior that must be addressed. Apparently, a
handful of residents are using the back vehicle
entrance entry gates, which are located on Lockwood Ridge Rd, as an egress. In other words,
some residents seize the opportunity the gates
are opened when a vehicle is entering the community to exit the community, by foot or by riding their bicycles, instead of using the pedestrian
gate located a couple of feet away from there. It
goes without saying, but this is a dangerous behavior that not only puts property at risk, but
mainly puts residents in harms-way. Here is an
example. A person riding a bicycle attempted to
leave the community using the entrance gates after a vehicle drove in. The security footage revealed, as can be seen in the pictures below, that
the rider may have failed to take into consideration that the arm gates are designed to go down.
As a Caption
result, the rider had to dig to avoid hitting
them.
Unfortunately, the rider failed to do so and
describing
ended
up or
breaking the two arm gates. Thankfully,
picture
the rider
didn’t seem to be hurt by this incident.
graphic.
Water Leak Adjustments – During the latest
Architectural Review Board (ARB) meeting, the
issue of adjustments to households’ water bills
due to leaks came up. Here is what was discussed. As we all came to experience, it happens,
once in a blue moon, that you open your water
bill from Manatee County Utilities Department
(MCUD) and discover a larger than usual charge.
A closer look at the bill usually reveals a significant increase in water usage, which leads most to

 How to check if there is indeed a water
leak?

Here are the answers to these two questions.

It only makes sense to check for leaks if the water usage, and therefore the bill, is higher than
usual. Of course, you can always call a local licensed and insured plumbing company to come
and investigate the matter for you. For those
who wish to perform the task themselves,
MCUD offers on its website steps to inspect if
there is a water leak in the house. Here is a
shorter version of what appears on MCUD’s
website.
First, make sure all the faucets and water-based
machines, such as a dishwasher, are turned off.
Then, go to your water meter, the device that
records your water consumption. It is located
under the oval-shaped metal cover which is labeled “water meter,” as can be seen in the picture below. After you lift the plastic lid that covers the water meter, look at the small red or
black triangle. This triangle is the flow indicator.
As the name suggests, it indicates water flowing
towards the house. The faster it goes, the heavier the flow of water. For example, the indicator
would go faster when taking a shower. Failing to
turn the shower knob all the way off, on the
other hand, would cause the indicator to go
much slower.

Continued on Page 7
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Therefore, a slow-spinning triangle while all faucets and
water-based machines are off is a good indication there is
a leak somewhere. As a side note, we came to learn
through the years that the main reason for leaks in LakeRidge Falls are originating from leaking toilets, backflows,
and pools. Regardless, it is always best to call a professional plumber to correct leaks once they are identified.
Now to the better part. During the ARB meeting yesterday, Mr. Jerry Brantley, a member of the community and
the ARB, suggested, and all agreed, to share with residents
that MCUD offers adjustment to one’s bill in cases in
which a leak is dedicated and repaired. Here is how residents can petition MCUD to adjust their water bills due
to a leak:
1. Email MCUD at: ucsbilling@mymanatee.org
2. At the subject line, indicate your 12 numbers account
number (i.e. xxxxxx-xxxxxx).
3. In the body of the email, explain why you are seeking
an adjustment.
4. Make sure to include a copy of invoices and all supporting documents related to the repair work.

Once received, MCUD Billing Department would look
into the request and act as it sees fit to consider the request. As long as all the supportive documents are in a
row, the Billing Department will grant an adjustment more
often than not.

Tuesday Morning Men’s
Coffee Group

Every Tuesday at 10:00. All LRF men are
invited!!! We do not discuss politics or religion, just great conversation.

Upcoming Events at the Clubhouse – sign-up
sheets on bulletin board
April 11th – Bingo
April 28th – TGIF is TGIF
Bingo card sales start at 6:30, games at 7. No
Lucky Ball Jackpot winner in March, so it continues to grow!
TGIF in April is TGIT(Thursday)! And it is food
truck night! Cigar City Smokers BBQ food truck
will once again be parked at the LRF Clubhouse.
Bring your tables and chairs and drinks of choice
for an evening outdoors April 28th from 4:30 to 7
pm. Music will be provided by DJ Spindat. Bring
your dancing shoes to the clubhouse entrance
drive!!

We hope you find the information above useful.

The Social Committee meets on the first Monday
of the month at 10 am in the Activities Room.
We would love to have new members (we’re a
very small group at the moment making event
planning/implementation a challenge sometimes), so please join us. If you can’t meet with
us on Mondays but have ideas for future activities, please email them to Leigh Selby at
lwselb@yahoo.com so we can discuss at future
meetings.
Keep staying safe and healthy so we can keep
COVID impacts on our social events behind us!
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The Lakeridge Falls Book Club
will be discussing This Tender Land at the April 5th meeting. Please see the
information and summary below for more details:
This Tender Land

William Kent Krueger, 2019

Simon & Schuster 464 pp.

Summary
A magnificent novel about four orphans on a life-changing odyssey during the Great Depression, from the bestselling author of Ordinary Grace.
1932
Minnesota—the Lincoln School is a pitiless place where hundreds of Native American children,
forcibly separated from their parents, are sent to be educated.

It is also home to an orphan named Odie O’Banion, a lively boy whose exploits earn him the
superintendent’s wrath. Forced to flee, he and his brother Albert, their best friend Mose, and a
brokenhearted little girl named Emmy steal away in a canoe, heading for the mighty Mississippi and a place to call their own.
Over the course of one unforgettable summer, these four orphans will journey into the unknown and cross paths with others who are adrift, from struggling farmers and traveling faith
healers to displaced families and lost souls of all kinds.
With the feel of a modern classic, This Tender Land is an en-thralling, big-hearted epic that
shows how the magnificent American landscape connects us all, haunts our dreams, and
makes us whole. (From the publisher.)
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Exploring Asian Art
Red/Gold Challenge
What a wonderful reception the
Art League had on Sunday, March
20th. The community turnout was
amazing. Clearly the residents
were happy to have an opportunity to gather. I heard so many positive comments on the Art and Reception. Some said they had no
idea we had so many talented people in Lakeridge Falls. So to all
you talented people, Thank You
for sharing your art, contributing
food, drink, flower arrangements
and table decorations. It was wonderful to see so many willing to
help set up the food and tables and
do the clean up. Working together
made for a very elegant reception.
Thank You.

Submitted by: Becky Stevens

Travel Club will meet on
Thursday, April 21st at 4:00
A Representative from Celebrity Cruise Lines will be giving
away a “free” cruise. Must be present to win.
Sign up on Bulletin Board or call Andrea.
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THE HISTORY BOOK CLUB
A history book club has been formed for anyone with an interest in discussing American
and Global History. Monthly 1 hour meetings from 2 to 3 East Coast time. Our
“Zoom meetings” will be held on the third Tuesday of each month. Everyone is
encouraged to recommend history books and facilitate our discussions on those books. Participants will receive a Zoom link about two days prior to the meeting. Anyone interested in joining should contact Stu Sutin
at: sutindoc@gmail.com
Scheduled discussions currently include:
•

April 19, 2022—Ernie Pyle Here is Your War—G. David Hicks, facilitator

•

May 24, 2022—Steven Ambrose. Eisenhower: Soldier and President Steve Freeman, facilitator

Story Telling Night is Back!!
Wednesday, April 27th at 6:30 in the Grand Salon
Seven speakers will each tella story to the audience. You do not have to speak, just listen and support our
neighbors. Free wine and soda will be provided. The Community Relations Committee brings you seven
stories.
1. Catherine Brand—”My Home Town”

2. Mitzi Hogoboom—”Gonzo the Goose”
3. Ron Dampier—”The Pencil Factory”
4. Carol Pettengill—”A Late Night Car Repair”
5. Barbara Weintraub—” Snakes, Bats, Rats, Moles, and Armadillos”
6. Irene Cerdas—”Animating Women”
7. Marty Collins—”A Recipe For A Good Life”
please contact me at mccolli53202@gmail.com

Submitted by: Marty Collins
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To our advertisers
for
supporting the Falls
Forum!
Please let them

941-497-7777
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The LakeRidge Falls Art League hosted a reception on March 20th
featuring the talents of many of our residents.

A Message from Board Secretary, Suzi Weinstein
On Sunday March 20th our community hosted a special event. It was the first show of the Art League in
several years. It was indeed a special experience, both visually and socially. The artists had a chance to describe their work with the many members of the community in attendance. Thank you to Becky Stevens
who served as the MC, to the artists, to the league members who provided the goodies and to all who
came.
As board liaison to the pool committee, I am pleased to report we have been working hard to maintain
our pool as the jewel of the community. The order for the refurbishing of the large tables and the purchasing of the small tables has been placed. We should receive a time line for the arrival of these items in
the near future. In addition, it was wonderful to hear the laughter and joy that came from our many
younger visitors in the month of March. They escaped the cold and enjoyed the warmth of our community. The only request that is made of all of our visitors is that they shower before entering the pool and
remember to close the umbrellas when they are finished using them.
Also, by the time you read this, I will have met with the residents of the area next to pond 8 about the
plans to fix the swales and bury the down spouts in an effort to mitigate the erosion of the pond. This was
suggested by the roads and grounds committee and placed in the budget for completion this year.

Continued on Page 13
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Art League of LakeRidge Falls
The Art League held its first exhibition in two years on Sunday March 20, 2022.
“Exploring Asian Art” in the Multi Purpose Room includes twenty five works in a variety of me-

dia by thirteen artists. Eleven artists contributed one work each to the “Red/Gold Challenge”
board in the Activities Room. The artists had an opportunity to talk about their work to the attendees, sometimes explaining their process, sometimes their vision. To compliment the exhibit
theme the Curio Cabinet in the Grand Salon has a delightful display of Japanese and Asian objects from Judy Buffa’s collection.
For the reception the Asian theme influenced the table decor with displays of Origami and Ikebana flower displays, an authentic Japanese Boy’s Day banner hung on the wall. Food was
offered in a variety of lacquer ware bowls and trays. It was wonderful to see so many residents
and guests attend the reception! Everyone seemed to enjoy meeting their friends and neighbors while viewing the art.
If you missed the reception you can still view the art work through the month of May.
submitted by Becky Stevens

Wine & Fiction Book Club
Once again this month the focus of our selection is
The Book of Lost Names by Kristen Harmel, will focus on
uncovering one of the many secrets of World War II, a semi-retired librarian,
sees a magazine photograph of a book she hasn’t seen in sixty-five years,
The Book of Lost Names. Living with her own memories of wartime, Eva undertakes
the task of finding the real names of the “lost” Jewish children of war who were
stripped of their true identities. Will she have the strength to revisit her own memories
of that time to accomplish her goal?
Join us and find out while enjoying a glass of your favorite wine and snack. New members are always welcome.
For more information, contact Barb Weigand at: weigassoc@gmail.com
Please join us on: Tuesday, April 26th 7:00 PM in the Activities Room
Submitted by: Barb Weigand
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Happy Easter
From Andrea

To our advertisers
for supporting the
Falls Forum and
Residents Directory!

Please let them
know you saw
their ad!
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We LIVED in LRF - We KNOW LRF!
Call us to list your home - we will get it SOLD!

lroths3124@gmail.com

www.LiveSarasota.com
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4200 Lakeridge Blvd.
Sarasota, FL 34243

Tony Teresi, PTA, CPT

Monday – Friday, 8:00am – 6:00pm

Felipe Carbonell, PT, DPT

5899 Whitfield Avenue—Suite 100

