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Here are the more important stories we had this past and upcoming weeks: 

Holiday Wishes – The holiday season is always a great time of year. My family and I want to emphasize once again how 

blessed we truly are. We wish to thank all of LakeRidge Falls’ members and residents who by their grace put their trust 

in me and thus have allowed us to be part of this community for the past decade. Now more than ever, let us come 

together for the better good of the community and keep it the best place to live in all Manatee and Sarasota Counties. 

With this in mind, have an amazing Christmas and joyful Kwanzaa!!! I hope you have a beautiful, enjoyable, and most 

importantly, healthy holiday season!!! 

2022 Election – By now, all members should have received the First Notice of The Annual Meeting and Election of 

Directors for LakeRidge Falls. In this mailing is the official and initial notification announcing the election for the Board of 

Directors. It also informs owners of their right to declare their candidacy to run for the Board of Directors. Please read 

the following message from your 2022 Nomination Committee: 

“The Nominating Committee of LakeRidge Falls is actively seeking residents who have had experience serving on 

committees or boards to run for election and help continue the quality of our community.    If you have participated, 

personally or professionally, elsewhere, LAKERIDGE FALLS NEEDS YOU. Forms are available in the office please consider 

adding your name to our Board of Directors.” 

While nominations will be accepted from the floor, please remember that both the completed Notice of Candidacy and 

Information Sheet/ Candidate Information Form must be received by December 31st, 2021 for it to be included in the 

official mailing package for the Annual Meeting. 

Pruning Crape Myrtle – Now and then, members and residents ask that one plant or another be trimmed in a certain 

way. After all, different people have different perspectives and preferences regarding how things should look. One of 

the more known plants to emphasize this matter is the crape myrtle. The University of Florida describes it as a “striking 

summer flower color, attractive fall foliage, and good drought-tolerance” as well as “highly recommended for planting in 

urban and suburban areas.” However, the crape myrtle drops all its leaves during the winter months which makes it look 

bare. And this is where our story begins.  

During this time of the year, landscape requests are submitted to dramatically prune crape myrtle trees. While it is quite 

understandable why such requests are submitted, i.e. tree is too big, the tree looks naked, etc.), we have no choice but 

to disprove such requests. While the reasonings for the Association decision are pretty straightforward, it will be best, as 

explained to a few members recently, if we revisit the notion of Initially Installed Landscaping and Community-Wide 

Standard are discussed again. 

Article VI, Maintenance and Repair, 6.1 Maintenance of Lots, of the governing documents, assigns the maintenance 

responsibility of all lawns and initially installed landscaping to the Association based on the notion of a community-wide 

standard. To establish the community-wide standard, the developer created under the governing documents the 

Architectural Review Board (ARB). In general, the ARB is to “preserve the architectural integrity, harmonious design, and 

aesthetic principles” of the community. After all, we all have personal preferences, and it will be impossible to meet 



everyone’s wants and needs. Therefore, and in this regard, the ARB is responsible, and in super simple terms, for how 

your front yards will look. 

As far as maintenance, the Landscape Committee is the entity that is responsible for how things are maintained based, 

again, on the notion of a community-wide standard.  It is undoubtful that personal preferences are subjective. That is, 

some feel that plants A or B should be trimmed one way while others believe they should be trimmed a different way. 

Because the funds used for maintaining all lawns and initially installed landscaping is of the entire membership, i.e. 399 

homeowners, the Landscape Committee developed, and later the Board of Directors approved landscape policies and 

procedures to avoid unwarranted expenses. In simple terms, a guideline when, why, and how much would be spent on 

service requests.  Part of these landscape policies and procedures are the General Pruning Plan, the Association’s 

pruning guidelines which are based on best management practices.  

Back to the crape myrtle and why we had to disapprove landscape requests to severely prune them. The General 

Pruning Plan for crape myrtles states the “..branches less than 1” in diameter and crossing branches that are rubbing will 

be cut. No severe cutting if over 8 feet tall.” In simple terms, the Association does not perform what is considered “crape 

murder.”  The University of Florida, Institute of Food and Agricultural Science, states that “unfortunately, many 

homeowners and landscape professionals prune crape myrtle trees too severely. Topping—commonly called "crape 

murder"—can be very damaging to the tree. This practice results in a “witch's broom” appearance and a tree that is no 

longer in proportion. Although topping may result in larger blooms, the flowers will grow on thinner, weaker branches 

that will drop, especially after rain, and may even break. Topping can also shorten the life of your tree.” (Source). 

Can you see how personal preference can lead to unwarranted expenses/results?  

Years ago, we shared eight reasons why pruning trees, regardless of their species, not according to best practice is not a 

good idea. We would like to do it again. The information below was provided by the US and Florida Departments of 

Agriculture and we are sure all will find it highly interesting and useful.  

Starvation - Topping removes so much of the tree's leafy crown that it dangerously reduces the tree's food-making 

ability. 

Shock - By removing the protective cover of the tree's canopy, bark tissue is exposed to the direct rays of the sun. The 

resulting scalding can cause the tree's death. 

Insect and Disease -The large exposed ends of topped limbs are highly vulnerable to insect invasion or decay fungi 

spores. 

Weak Limbs - The numerous branch sprouts that grow from topped limbs are weakly attached. They tend to break as 

they grow larger, especially when they are subjected to high winds. They also compete with each other for nutrients, to 

where they stunt each other's growth unless you do additional pruning. 

Rapid New Growth - Instead of controlling the height and spread of the tree, topping has the opposite effect. New 

branches are more numerous and often grow higher than before. 

Tree Death - Some tree species can't tolerate major branch loss and still survive. At best, they remain weak and disease-

prone. 

Ugliness - A topped tree is a disfigured tree. Even with new growth, it never regains the grace and character of its 

species. 

Cost - The true cost of topping is often hidden - lower property values, the expense of removal and replacement, 

continuous maintenance, cost related to disease treatment, etc.  

http://gardeningsolutions.ifas.ufl.edu/mastergardener/newsletter/2010/more/crapymyrtle_pruning.shtml


We hope you find this information helpful and that you now better understand the Association’s stand on tree pruning 

and crape myrtle in particular. We also wish to thank all for their understanding on the matter.  

Alligators – A couple of weeks ago, we reported that we received a couple of reports that an alligator was spotted at 

Lake 14, located between the Tuttle wall and Stirling Falls Cir. We also reported that from that same lake a trapper 

“harvested” a 5.3 feet alligator in early November. We of course wasted no time and placed a call to the Nuisance 

Alligator Hotline. A week or so ago, the trapper assigned to this new case reported that he located a 3 ft long alligator. 

Because the alligator is less than 4 ft, as we were told, it is not considered a nuisance and therefore it was not removed.  

Therefore, please take a moment and read the brochure called Living with Alligators, which is published by the Florida 

Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission. It provides safety tips and other important information. Remember, please 

don’t attempt to handle the alligator by yourself if you spot it. Furthermore, don’t attempt to feed alligators as it is both 

dangerous and illegal. Please make sure not to leave pet food in the lanai nor leave your pet there unattended. Thank 

you for your attention on this important matter.   

Trash Collection – Christmas Day falls this year on a Saturday. Therefore, there should be no change in the scheduled 

pickup days. 

Office Closed – Our offices will be closed tomorrow, and we will open again on Monday, December 27th. Please note, if 

you experience a situation that falls under the scope of responsibility of the Association and which requires our 

assistance during the time the offices are closed, please call our “Emergency Only” line at 941-951-4034. 

Have a healthy and safe weekend. 

Sincerely, 

Oded Neeman - CAM  

LakeRidge Falls Community Manager  

4200 LakeRidge Blvd.  

Sarasota, FL 34243  

Email: propertymanager@lakeridgefalls.org  

Tel: 941-360-1046  
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