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Here are the more important stories we had this past and upcoming weeks: 

Home Security – A disturbing incident took place this week very similar to one that took place back in July of this year. 

On Tuesday at around 1:30 pm, we got a report that an African American male wearing a mask and a baseball cap 

attempted to enter a residential property on Kariba Lake Terrace. The homeowner, who was at the house at the time, 

confronted him and he thereafter fled the scene with his car.  

This is what the security cameras revealed. The intruder sneaked into the community at around noontime from the back 

gate located at Lockwood Ridge Rd. As can be seen in the picture below, the intruder was driving a white sedan, license 

plate #CORZIN. In the process, the intruder hit the arm gates. Later video footage showed that the intruder was testing 

the exit gates before continuing to roam the community. Needless to say, the Association filed a complaint with 

Manatee County Sheriff Department. However, it was too late. 

 



Therefore, we must stress again, and this time in bold letters, that: 

THE SHERIFF'S OFFICE IS URGING YOU TO CALL 911 

If you recall, Deputy Russell Younger from the Manatee County Sheriff’s Office's Crime Prevention Department urged all 

to call 911 in a similar situation instead of calling the gatehouse. 

Think about it for a second. What can the gatehouse do with a report of a potential intruder? The guard on duty can't 

leave his/her post. Furthermore, the guard has zero tools to enforce the law. Therefore, we urge, cross it, beg you to 

please call the Manatee County Sheriff’s Office without delay the second you experience and/or witness suspicious 

activity.    

With this in mind, please make sure to: 

• Report suspicious activity to Manatee County Sheriff Department. Remember, call the Sheriff's Department first! 

It may save valuable time which may assist in intercepting suspicious individuals. Understandably, members and 

residents may be afraid to make a call to the Sheriff to report suspicious activity. However, it is always better to 

be safe than to be sorry.  

• Consult with private security companies on how to better protect your house. 

• Install timers while you are on vacation, out to dinner, or even while you are at work maintaining an appearance 

of occupancy. 

• Consider a second locking mechanism for your windows and doors such as an extra lock, pan head top screws, 

and/or bracing devices. 

• Install a security sign in your front yard even if you don’t have an alarm. 

• Consider installing smart security cameras such as doorbell cameras, floodlight cameras, etc., which are widely 

available, relatively inexpensive, easy to operate, and simple to install.   

Also, members and residents must understand that the fact LakeRidge Falls is a gated community does not mean that 

crime can’t and will not “hit” or spillover from areas around the community. Yes, the more security rings (i.e. guards, 

wall/fence, cameras, etc.) the better we are. However, these security measurements should not create a false sense 

of security when it comes to personal security and safety.  Therefore, following these simple steps mentioned above will 

help keep LakeRidge Falls a safe place to live. 

Sulfur Smell in the Clubhouse – On Monday, some may have smelled a weird odor in the clubhouse, similar to a 

rotten egg smell. Well, here is the reason. Back in October, Piper Fire Protection, LakeRidge Falls’ Fire System Service 

Company, was on-site performing the annual fire sprinklers and alarms inspections. While the systems were said to be in 

good working condition, Piper Fire Protection suggested replacing four fire sprinkler heads. Of course, the suggestion 

was accepted and approved. While the work was scheduled for a later date, Piper Fire Protection called us on Monday 

morning advising that due to a canceled job they could be on-site with an hour. Knowing no other activities were taking 

place in the clubhouse at the time, we welcomed the offer presented to us. 

As one can imagine, the fire sprinkler system has constant water in it for an undesirable situation of fire. So to replace 

the fire sprinkler heads, Piper Fire Protection had to shut down the standpipe and drain the water in the system. 

Because the water in the system is standing water, i.e. they are not circulated, the system contains some traces of 

hydrogen sulfide and/or sulfur bacteria build-up. Hence, the smell of a rotten egg in the air. Please note that this foul 

odor was not harmful and thankfully didn’t linger for too long. Nevertheless, we thank all who made sure to bring this 

matter to our attention and understanding during this period. 



Pool and Guests – With Christmas and Kwanzaa just around the corner, we are blessed to host many of the members’ 

and residents’ families. This will be a great opportunity for us to remind all of some important ground rules. First, 

families with children should be reminded to enjoy the pool to the fullest while ensuring the children are not making too 

much noise. For their safety and wellbeing, children under the age of sixteen must have adult supervision and parental 

permission when using the spa. Please make sure that visiting family members are not diving and/or jumping into the 

pool and are not running around the pool area. Finally, we kindly ask that all who use the pool and spa make sure to 

shower before entering the water. Please help us ensure your guests follow the rules and regulations governing the 

Association in general and the pool and spa in particular. Together we can keep the pool area enjoyable and safe for all. 

Toys for Tots Campaign is Over – Please note that the Toys for Tots campaign is now over. As in past years, it was a 

huge success. More than three full cartons of toys were collected. The Community Relations Committee (CRC) wishes to 

thank all of LakeRidge Falls’ residents for their kindness and generosity. Thank you all for your participation in this 

important campaign.  

Have a healthy and safe weekend. 

Sincerely, 

Oded Neeman - CAM  

LakeRidge Falls Community Manager  

4200 LakeRidge Blvd.  

Sarasota, FL 34243  

Email: propertymanager@lakeridgefalls.org  

Tel: 941-360-1046  
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