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Security Cameras – This week, we had the pleasure of speaking with a handful of residents regarding the Architectural 

Review Board (ARB) Guidelines. Based on these discussions, it seems that it would be best if we take a moment today to 

speak about them. But before we dive into this topic, let’s start with the beginning. 

In general, LakeRidge Falls is governed by the Declaration of Covenant, Conditions, and Restrictions, which is referred to 

by some as the governing documents. Article V of LakeRidge Falls’ governing documents is called Architectural and 

Landscaping. This article establishes the ARB and thereafter sets forth its powers. Section 5.1 of the Article which is 

titled, General, states that “… no structure or thing shall be placed, erected, or installed upon any Lot, and 

improvements or other work (including, without limitation, staking, clearing, excavation, grading and other site work, 

exterior alterations or additions, or planting or removal of landscaping) shall take place within the Community, except in 

compliance with this Article and the Architectural Guidelines.” In simple terms and without quoting the entire article, 

homeowners are directed to seek ARB approval before any work is done outside the dwelling except where specifically 

allowed by the ARB Guidelines. 

Now, let’s move on to the fun part. A few residents approached us recently regarding installing security cameras. Some 

asked if approval is required and inquired about the guidelines for installing such devices. Others were simply concerned 

about their privacy seeing so many cameras going up around the community. And indeed, one can see a growing 

number of security cameras throughout the community. You see, as their prices continue to drop while their availability 

continues to grow, security cameras are becoming more popular among homeowners. Add to the equation that they are 

now much easier to install and operate, i.e. on one’s smartphone, and you will understand why the home security 

camera market is consistently growing. 

Recognizing this new trend, the ARB recommended, and the Board of Directors thereafter approved, to amend the ARB 

Guidelines a couple of years ago to include a new article on the matter, Article 29, Security Cameras. This article states 

that “[e]xterior mounted security cameras are required to be accompanied by a sign conspicuously posted that clearly 

states that a video surveillance system has been installed for the purpose of security on the premises. The location, 

number, and color of such cameras shall be as inconspicuous as possible in the judgment of the ARB. Video doorbells 

can be installed without prior approval by the ARB as long as a security window sticker or sign is clearly displayed 

indicating the house is protected by an audio/video surveillance device.” 

Short and to the point. So, on this front, homeowners are allowed to install security cameras as long as approval is being 

obtained from the ARB beforehand. Doorbell cameras, on the other hand, can be installed without obtaining approval. 

Regardless of if it is a security camera or a doorbell camera, homeowners are required to post a sign informing that a 

video surveillance system is installed on the property. This directive was adopted, among other reasons, in order to 

respect the privacy of neighboring residents.     

As always, we strongly encourage all homeowners to read the latest version of the guidelines. A copy of the recent ARB 

Guidelines can be found on the LakeRidge Falls’ website under the tab “Forms.” As always, hard copies are available in 

our office per request. 

http://www.lakeridgefalls.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/ARB-Guidelines-Rev-10-5.pdf
http://www.lakeridgefalls.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/ARB-Guidelines-Rev-10-5.pdf


Pool Hours and Gates – As some may have noticed, dawn and dusk times change as we get closer to fall. The 

significance of these times is of importance because the Association’s official pool and spa hours of operation are “dawn 

til dusk.” Therefore, the currently updated hours for the pool are 6:45 am to 8:05 pm. 

A good question was raised by a resident following the announcement that the pool and spa operation hours were 

updated. The question was: why residents are not allowed to use the pool and spa before or after these hours if there is 

sufficient light in the area? The answer to this question is simple, permit. LakeRidge Falls is operating under the Florida 

Department of Health regulations which at the current moment states that the Association hours of operation are 

“dawn til dusk.” If the Association would consider changing these hours of operation, it would need to apply to the 

Department of Health for a new permit. As one can assume, this will not be an easy and/or inexpensive endeavor 

because at the bare minimum the Association would need to have an engineer certifying there is sufficient lighting 

around the pool to ensure a safe operation of the pool and spa during darkness. We say at bare minimum because as 

many know the Association does not have the infrastructure to create sufficient lighting at the current moment.     

Speaking of safety, we ask that all pool users ensure the gates are closed behind them when they enter and/or leave the 

pool fenced area. While all pool gates are equipped with a Kant-Slam Gate Closer, a self-closing gate mechanism, we 

notice, now and then, that some gates are not completely closed. Generally speaking, this condition exists for two 

reasons. The first reason may relate to the fact that the Kant-Slam Gate Closer’s spring needs some adjustment. The 

second reason has to do with pool users who hold the gate as they enter or leave in a way that unintentionally does not 

allow the gate to fully close/lock. Regardless of the reason, we ask for your help on the matter. If a gate does not close 

by itself, please report this matter to us so we can adjust the gate closer. If you hold the gate as you enter or leave the 

pool fenced area, please make sure to push the gate until it locks on the latch. We wish to thank you in advance for your 

attention and assistance to this important safety matter.  

Yom Kippur - Due to Yom Kippur, the Jewish Day of Atonement, please note that I will be out of the office on Thursday, 

September 16th. As always, if you experience a situation that falls under the scope of responsibility of the Association 

and which requires our assistance during the time the offices are closed, please call our “Emergency Only” line at 941-

951-4034. 

For those who celebrate Yom Kippur, I wish you Gemar Chatimah Tovah and have an easy and safe fast.  

Have a healthy and safe weekend.  

Sincerely, 

Oded Neeman - CAM  

LakeRidge Falls Community Manager 4200 LakeRidge Blvd.  

Sarasota, FL 34243  

Email: propertymanager@lakeridgefalls.org  

Tel: 941-360-1046  
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