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Home Security – It seems that every three or four years we are fated to get an unpleasant reminder of how criminal 

activities can spill over into LakeRidge Falls. Late morning on Wednesday, a member of the community discovered an 

unknown man in the house. The member shouted at the man who immediately fled the scene. The man then got into 

his SUV vehicle and drove at a high rate of speed through the front exit gate of the community. Thankfully, no bodily 

harm nor stolen personal property was reported. 

Of course, calls were made to the Manatee County Sheriff Department, and several deputies were dispatched. Here is 

what we know and can share with you. Based on the member’s account, the incident took no more than 2-3 seconds. 

The intruder most likely walked into the house from the front door which was unlocked. The intruder sneaked into the 

community from the back gate about an hour or so before the incident. Footage and license plate number was shared 

with the Sheriff Department. For this reason, members and residents who are away are encouraged to ask their house 

sitters to inspect their properties. In addition, all those who have security cameras and/or doorbell cameras, such as 

Ring or Alarm.Com, are encouraged to examine the footage from Wednesday morning for any unusual activity. Please 

make sure to report without delay any information you may discover to Manatee County Sheriff Department or us if you 

are unsure if the information you possess may be helpful. 

Members and residents must understand that the fact LakeRidge Falls is a gated community does not mean that crime 

can’t and will not “hit” or spill over from areas around the community. Yes, the more security rings (i.e. guards, 

wall/fence, cameras, etc.) the better we are. However, these security measurements should not create a false sense 

of security when it comes to personal security and safety.    

Keeping this in mind, please make sure to follow these simple steps to better protect yourself from theft attempts: 

• Never share your plans with people you don’t trust and especially with your vendors.   

• Never leave your keys or valuables in your car. 

• Never leave your home and car unlocked or alarm off even if you go for 30 minutes to Publix for example. 

• Never leave your garage door open if you are not there. 

• Never leave your doors or windows unlocked including your lanai sliding doors. 

With this in mind, please make sure to 

• Report suspicious activity to Manatee County Sheriff Department. Remember, call the Sheriff's Department first! 

It may save valuable time which may assist in intercepting suspicious individuals. Understandably, members and 

residents may be afraid to make a call to the Sheriff to report suspicious activity. However, it is always better to 

be safe than to be sorry.  

• Consult with private security companies on how to better protect your house. 

• Install timers while you are on vacation, out to dinner, or even while you are at work maintaining an appearance 

of occupancy. 

• Consider a second locking mechanism for your windows and doors such as an extra lock, pan head top screws, 

and/or bracing devices. 

• Install a security sign in your front yard even if you don’t have an alarm. 



• Consider installing smart security cameras such as doorbell cameras, floodlight cameras, etc., which are widely 

available, relatively inexpensive, easy to operate, and simple to install.   

While crime is not common in this community, taking the suggested steps above can assist in making crime even less 

common than it is. Therefore, following these simple steps will help keep LakeRidge Falls a safe place to live. 

Roof Leaks – Three weeks ago, members reported water leaking from the ceiling in the Clubhouse’s Grand Salon 

following some heavy rains. Following the report, we identified four locations from which the water was coming. 

Therefore, we installed buckets in the attic in a secured fashion to capture the water to avoid damage to the ceiling in 

the Grand Salon. Thankfully, we were able to have Mr. Mike Hartigan, a veteran roofer, and his crew on-site a couple of 

days before Tropical Storm Else came to visit. Mr. Hartigan determined the leaks came from a warned roof valley, which 

is a common issue with aged roofs. Wasting no time, his crew spend almost a full day repairing the issue. Below are a 

few pictures of the leaks, the crew working on the roof, and the roof after the work was concluded. 

 

Pool and Murphy – Now once I have to write how Murphy, the fellow from Murphy’s Law, likes to come and visit the 

pool every so often. I can most likely write a book on this issue. It is amazing and mind-boggling to see how anything that 

can go wrong will go wrong at the worst time possible. So one July 4th weekend, while away on vacation, and a day or 

two before Tropical Storm Elsa came, reports were submitted that the spa jets were not working. Smiley Pool Services, 

the company that maintains the Association’s pool and spa, was able to determine only on Friday that the jets’ body 

pump was leaking. Please see the picture below. So they ordered new modeling and yesterday the repair took place. 

However, they discovered an electrical issue related to the spa timer… so, today they sent a licensed and insured 

electrician to address this issue. We hope this issue will be resolved by the end of the day and more importantly to never 

see Murphy again.   



 

Have a healthy and safe weekend.  

Sincerely, 

Oded Neeman - CAM  

LakeRidge Falls Community Manager 4200 LakeRidge Blvd.  

Sarasota, FL 34243  

Email: propertymanager@lakeridgefalls.org  

Tel: 941-360-1046  
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