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Here are the more important stories we had this past and upcoming weeks: 

Landscaping – As you probably noticed, there was no mowing this week.  As always, there was a reason for that and 

here it is. A couple of weeks ago, we reported that the extended drought we recently experienced led to many 

noticeable patches of sod that have brownout. We also reported that West Bay Landscape, the Association's landscape 

maintenance company, and the Association were doing everything within their abilities to battle the drought, for 

example, running the irrigation system to its fullest capacity.   

As part of this battle, West Bay Landscape recommended skipping mowing this week. They argued that mowing will 

stress the drought-stressed grass further. And indeed, the University of Florida’s Institute of Food and Agricultural 

Sciences (UF/IFAS) determines on its website that “grass grows more slowly when there’s less water available. So you’ll 

typically mow less during a drought or water shortage.” Therefore, this week’s mowing was skipped. With this week’s 

rains and the ones to come, we are on the right path to overcome what seemed to be a longer-than-usual drought 

period. 

On a related matter, West Bay Landscape sized the opportunity that they had some extra workforce to execute a 

rejuvenation pruning. Based on UF/IFAS, “rejuvenation is a drastic method of pruning old shrubs that have become 

much too large or have a large amount of non-flowering wood.” The purpose of this drastic care is to remove 

old/overgrown limbs so new vigorous branches will grow instead. Therefore, please don’t be alarmed if you saw a 

pruning crew considerably pruning some of the plant material, such as oleander and gold mount, near or around your 

house. As mentioned before, besides the extra time it takes to perform a rejuvenation pruning, more time is invested in 

hauling away all the extra debris. Thankfully, we were able to utilize the available mowing crew to perform a task at no 

extra charge to the Association. 

Lanai Screens – In recent Landscape Committee meetings, discussions took place regarding the responsibility of West 

Bay Landscape to repair lanai screens that were ripped by string trimmers. Here is the issue in a nutshell. Most screened 

areas, as we know, are located on a concrete slab that is on ground level. In some areas throughout the community, the 

sod grows to such concrete slabs. Because a mower can’t be used to close a building/structure (i.e. lanai 

cage/enclosure), the only available tool to cut the grass is a string trimmer. It is inevitable, therefore, that every so often 

screens get ripped by the strings and/or flying debris. Annoying, frustrating, and costly. However, reality. 

Of course, the Association made sure through the years to hold all of its vendors accountable for such damages. 

However, West Bay Landscape for the last few months were seeking the assistance of the Association with this matter. 

After months of deliberation on the matter, the Landscape Committee recommended to the Board of Directors and the 

Architectural Review Board (ARB) to adopt a language in the ARB Guidelines that the community will not be responsible 

or liable for any damage done to lanai screens by its vendors or employees in areas in which a buffer area is present 

and/or a kickplate is installed. The committee understood there is no easy solution to this situation. However, it did 

conclude the best solution to this ongoing problem is to create a barrier.  

We, of course, will keep you updated on the matter as things unfold. 



Trespasser – Last week on Monday, we got reports of a shady-looking individual who was walking door to door along 

Cascade Falls Drive attempting to solicit business for a window product of some sort. Of course, this individual entered 

the community without permission. Thereafter, the officer on duty at the gatehouse placed a call with the Manatee 

County Sheriff's Office reporting a trespasser while I went to locate the individual in order to ask him to leave. By the 

time I was able to locate him, a Sheriff's Deputy arrived on the scene making sure to detain this individual. He was 

removed thereafter from the community not to come again. With this in mind, this is a great opportunity to once again 

urge all residents not to confront trespassers. Instead, please call the Manatee County Sheriff's Office immediately or at 

minimum inform the gatehouse. Of course, the Association will take any action needed to ensure such incidents will be 

handled in the same manner in the future. We wish to thank you in advance for your cooperation and understanding on 

this matter. 

 

Hurricane Season – Tuesday of this week marked the official start of the 2021 Atlantic hurricane season. Please take a 

moment and read the great article by the Hurricane Preparedness Group, which was published in June’s edition of the 

Falls Forum. An electronic copy can be found by clicking here. Please also take a moment to go over LakeRidge Falls’ 

Hurricane Preparedness Manual which can be found by clicking here.  Remember, we hope for the best but prepare for 

the worse. Please make sure you are prepared. 

Have a healthy and safe weekend.  

Sincerely, 

Oded Neeman - CAM  

LakeRidge Falls Community Manager 4200 LakeRidge Blvd.  

Sarasota, FL 34243  

Email: propertymanager@lakeridgefalls.org  

Tel: 941-360-1046  
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