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Here are the more important stories we had this past and upcoming weeks: 

Aquatic Plants – As reported two weeks ago, the Board of Directors decided on holding a community workshop 

meeting on the matter of aquatic plants. The decision to hold a workshop was based on the fact that past aquatic plants 

test sites were not received very well by residents residing in proximity of the pond. The hope is that discussions on the 

issue will promote a productive dialog and a better understanding that aquatic plants reduce water pollution, produce 

shade, and thus reduces algae, creating a favorable habitat for wildlife, and most importantly in the Association's case, 

assisting with the erosion of ponds’ banks. Thanks to Mr. Corey Smith, a member of the community who relentlessly 

assist the community on the matter, and with the help of the Roads & Grounds (R&G) Committee, a workshop took 

place yesterday. In the workshop, Mrs. Michelle Atkinson, an Environmental Horticulturist from the University of Florida 

IFAS Extension, spoke in length on pond management best practices and how aquatic plants can assist in combating 

some types of erosion. Needless to say, the workshop was eye-opening and a highly informative session. Because the 

Association is exploring the possibility of installing aquatic plants around some of the ponds to minimize future erosion 

caused by wave movement, we encourage all members and residents to take some time and watch this workshop. You 

can watch it by clicking here or by visiting the Association’s website. Thank you in advance for your attention to this 

matter. 

2020 Financial Audit – We are happy to announce that the 2020 Audit of LakeRidge Falls’ financials has been 

completed and copies will be available starting Monday. As in the last few years, the audit was performed by Braxton & 

Holway, P.A., a reputable CPA firm located in Bradenton. It is important to note that Braxton & Holway is a member of 

both the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants and of the Florida Institute of Certified Public Accountants. 

Braxton & Holway informed the Association that nothing out of the ordinary was discovered and it was said that 

LakeRidge Falls conformed to generally accepted accounting principles. 

Shower Before Entering The Pool – Although this issue was mentioned in the past, it is always a good idea to bring 

the issue of taking a quick wash before using the pool and/or spa. Now, it is understood that some think it is a little bit of 

a hassle or that it does not make much sense to take a shower seconds before getting wet anyway. However, there are 

good reasons why one should shower before swimming. Here are just a couple of them. 

Although some may not think about it, when entering the pool/spa without showering, one can bring dirt in, which is an 

excellent source of algae spores. Although Smiley Pool Service, the Association pool/spa maintenance company, is doing 

an outstanding job keeping the pool/spa clean as recognized by the Health Dept continuous inspections, we all can make 

their job much easier by simply showering before entering the water. In addition, a pre-swim shower helps minimize 

unpleasant smells and irritations. Based on professional input shared with us, when one does not shower before 

entering the water, this person can bring body substances, such as makeup or body oil, into the pool/spa. This in return 

triggers the chlorine in the water which reacts with these substances.  The end result can cause irritations and can make 

the pool smell, well, like a pool. Therefore, this is why it is not allowed to use a shampoo or soap before, or even after, 

entering the pool. While many believe that a clean pool should smell like chlorine, this is actually quite the opposite. A 

well-managed pool has no strong chemical smell. The reason why a pool would smell like chlorine is that irritants would 

be produced when chlorine reacts with body substances or impurities. 

https://transcripts.gotomeeting.com/#/s/07ba92f0dfc7ff0feaf76fa6a992dc95baec9d975282414817d08a2387962bfe


With the two reasons above, please help us, and Smiley Pool Service, in maintaining LakeRidge Falls’ pool/spa by simply 

taking a shower before entering the water. By doing so, you're not just helping to keep the pool/spa clean, but you're 

also helping to eliminate possible conditions that may be unpleasant to fellow users. Together we can ensure the pool 

and spa will continue to be one of LakeRidge Falls’ great assets. 

Another Fraud Alert – Every so often we like to share fraud attempts that our residents have experienced. Our hopes 

are that by sharing such incidents we will help others to be better aware of such attempts thus avoiding them. The 

following is very important information regarding phishing fraud attempts involving text messages from companies such 

as USPS, UPS, FedEx, Netflix, and Amazon. 

The resident who brought this matter to our attention reported that she received the following text message: 

 

As can be seen above, the text seems like it was sent by the United States Postal Service (USPS). The resident reported 

that the text “sounds innocent especially if you're someone who has ordered or is expecting some kind of delivery, but it 

is a scam… once you click the link it can gather your personal data.” She then reported that further research 

recommended: “to block the number and delete the text.” 

Phishing fraud attempts involving texts are not new. As we reported last year, they are gaining more popularity during 

COVID-19 as deliveries of services and goods are at an all-time peak. Ms. Terry Nguyen, a reporter for Vox, provided a 

fascinating article titled “Got a weird text about a package delivery? It could be a scam” with great insight on the matter. 

Please take a moment and read this article. A link to it can be found by clicking here or visiting Vox.com. 

Therefore, make sure not to click on links sent to you via text messages or emails even if the message seems to be from 

an organization you trust.  If you receive a follow-up call, make sure not to provide any information and instead end the 

conversation and call back the institute using the numbers you get from its official website. Remember, a legitimate 

business will never ask you to send sensitive information through insecure channels. 

Here are some more tips provided by The Federal Trade Commission to avoid a phishing attack: 

• Use trusted security software and set it to update automatically. 

• Don't email personal or financial information. Email is not a secure method of transmitting personal information. 

https://www.vox.com/the-goods/22248964/text-message-scam-package-delivery


• Only provide personal or financial information through an organization's website if you typed in the web address 

yourself and you see signals that the site is secure, like a URL that begins https (the "s" stands for secure). 

Unfortunately, no indicator is foolproof; some phishers have forged security icons. 

• Review credit card and bank account statement as soon as you receive them to check for unauthorized charges. 

If your statement is late by more than a couple of days, call to confirm your billing address and account 

balances. 

• Be cautious about opening attachments and downloading files from emails, regardless of who sent them. These 

files can contain viruses or other malware that can weaken your computer's security. 

We hope you will find this information useful. 

Have a healthy and safe weekend.  

Sincerely, 

Oded Neeman - CAM  

LakeRidge Falls Community Manager 4200 LakeRidge Blvd.  

Sarasota, FL 34243  

Email: propertymanager@lakeridgefalls.org  

Tel: 941-360-1046  
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