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Here are the more important stories we had this past and upcoming weeks: 

Irrigation Station – As some may have noticed, we have been experiencing some issues with the irrigation system. 
Mainly, we are facing pressure problems that are resulting from clogged irrigation heads. While he cleans 
the irrigation filter every day, West Bay Landscape Irrigation Technician, Mr. Victor Martinez, identified a couple of 
months ago some sort of material that somehow bypasses the filter and ends up clogging many of the Association 
irrigation heads. As you can see from the picture below, the material travels in the irrigation pipes until it meets the 
small filter located in each irrigation head in the community. The undesirable equation is simple, consent clogging of the 
system equals bad coverage, low pressure, and mainline breaks, which may lead to dying or dead plant material. It is 
extremely important, therefore, to find the source of material and eliminate it or find ways to prevent it from passing 
through the irrigation station filtration system. Of course, Mr. Martinez is and will make sure to flush and clean all 
irrigation heads that are clogged. However, and as you might guess, there are thousands of irrigation heads in the 
community which means this task may take a few months to complete. 

 

Acting without delay, we contacted all vendors that maintain the lakes and irrigation to provide their input and potential 

solutions. While several attempts were made to address this matter such as treating the lakes, nothing worked to 

resolve this. Then and thanks to Mr. Corey Smith, a Geologist and a member of the community, and Ms. Maria 

Muhlhahn, West Bay Landscape Certified Arborist who also serves as UF/IFAS GI-BMP Instructor, we were able to reach 

out to Mrs. Michelle Atkinson, an Environmental Horticulturist from the University of Florida IFAS Extension, to look into 

this matter. Mrs. Atkinson was on-site recently and meet with West Bay Landscape’s managers and us in an attempt to 

resolve this issue. Here is a quick summary of the meeting. 

Right of the bat, Mrs. Atkinson identified the clogging in the irrigation system as sediment from the irrigation pond. 

Therefore, it was suggested to work our way from the cause of the problem towards the end of the problem. Meaning, it 

was suggested to identify how to prevent the sediment from getting into the irrigation, why it is bypassing the filter, and 

how to flush the irrigation lines regularly from sediment and algae build-up. Following this, an action plan was drafted 

and is presented below: 



• Lift the irrigation intake in the bottom of the pond to avoid sediment from entering the reservoir used to irrigate 

the community’s ground.   

• Create, if possible, an additional filtration point off the shoreline where the line from the pond feeds the well. 

• Replace, if feasible, the in-line filter system because it may not be sealed properly which allows the sediment to 

by-pass the filter. 

• Install flush out in at least 4-5 locations so West Bay Landscape will be able to flush the pipes regularly. 

• Plant aquatic plants as they should help with the overall condition of the pond. 

• Consider replacing the irrigation station with a system that offers more filtration checkpoints. 

Acting on this urgent matter, we contacted Eco-Logic, LakeRidge Falls’ pond maintenance company, to see if they can 

dive into the pond and look at the irrigation system intake. The good news is that Eco-Logic was able to send a diver 

yesterday, as can see in the picture below, to examine the intake and the line it is connected to. The other good news, or 

maybe not, is that the diver found out the intake is still resting on the cement blocks, which were installed back in 2015 

by Systematic Services, a company that used to maintain the Association’s irrigation system before it was bought by 

ProPump Service when a similar problem occurred. The diver then inspected the pipe that the intake feeds and found no 

issue with it. The bottom line is that one potential cause of the issue was rebutted, which potentially shifts the focus 

onto the other matters as outlined above. 

 

With this in mind, rest assured that both the Board of Directors as well as the Roads & Grounds Committee is working at 

full force in an attempt to resolve this problem without delay and within budgetary means. We are sure this issue will be 

addressed sooner rather than later and of course, we will continue to update you as things develop. 

Waterfall – Another important topic that was addressed by the Roads & Grounds Committee is the Association’s 

waterfall. During its February meeting, the committee agreed to research the costs associated with repairing or 

replacing the waterfall pump. To lead the research efforts, the committee selected the two co-chairpersons of the 

committee, Mr. Harold Sabot and Mr. Rod Hayden, as well as Mr. David Friedman, who has an extensive background in 

environmental engineering specializing in water and wastewater systems, and Mr. Ron Dampier, a long-time member of 

the community whose act of kindness will be discussed shortly in the following article. 



Acting without delay, the group acted thoroughly and diligently in reviewing the issue of the defective pump and 

explored every single possible alternative related to repair and/or replacement of the pump. As one can only imagine, 

this work takes endless hours of research and knowledge. The group hopes to present its finding to the Roads & 

Grounds Committee by its next meeting which is scheduled for March 23rd at 10 am. The hope is that the committee 

will reach a consensus and be able to formulate a recommendation for Board action on the matter by April’s Board of 

Directors’ meeting. As with the issue before, we will keep you all updated on this matter.    

Bold Eagle – A week or so ago, Mr. Dampier, who I mentioned a minute ago, called and reported an incident he 

witnessed. To his account, he noticed an eagle in the lake who he believed to be injured while another one was flying 

above it. Thereafter, he continued, he was “able to contact Animal Rescue of Venice since they had trained bird of prey 

rescue personnel. They arrived and rescued the eagle and took it to their facility to make sure he is okay. Once 

recovered they will return him to our habitat.” Below is one of the amazing pictures Mr. Dampier shared with us. We 

wish to take a moment, as I am sure all will do, and thank Mr. Dampier's swift and graceful act in preserving LakeRidge 

Falls' amazing wildlife.  

 

Have a healthy and safe weekend.  

Sincerely, 

Oded Neeman - CAM  

LakeRidge Falls Community Manager 4200 LakeRidge Blvd.  

Sarasota, FL 34243  

Email: propertymanager@lakeridgefalls.org  

Tel: 941-360-1046  
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