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Here are the more important stories we had this past and upcoming weeks: 

COVID-19 Vaccination Clinic – As reported in the past, Florida Department of Health officials were hoping, or at least 

so they advised, to have one day a program that would allow for on-site COVID-19 vaccination clinics in 55+ 

communities. However, recent events involving local and state officials seem to be making such an initiative look more 

like a mission impossible. Therefore and unfortunately, it is unlikely an on-site clinic would take in any community in the 

near future. 

However, there is no bad without the good. In the past two weeks, over 100 members of LakeRidge Falls reported that 

they were able to get the vaccine. Some were chosen out of the Manatee County’s Standby Pool, some were able to get 

their shot from Publix, while others were selected by the lottery systems of other counties. More good news is that 

Manatee County just announced 9,600 vaccinations will be available for residents of the County starting next week. 

So while one door closes, another one opens. Therefore, please make sure to sign up for Manatee County’s Standby 

Pool. You can enroll by: 

• visit vax.mymanatee.org or 

• call 311. 

Please, you must try and enroll in the County Standby Pool System. You will never know if it works if you do not try. On a 

final note, I wish to thank Elizabeth Sphan, Mary Cochran, and Barbara Weinbtrub, members of the community, who 

continually sharing useful information for the benefit of the community as a whole. 

ARB Guidelines – During its last meeting, the Board of Directors accepted a recommendation by the Architectural 

Review Board (ARB) to amend Article 12 of the ARB Guidelines. The ARB came to realize that several properties, mainly 

in Stirling Falls Neighborhood, have narrow or small landscape beds near their garage doors and the paths leading to the 

house that are surrounded by concrete. Because of it, the limited space, and shade, it is hard for plants to thrive. The 

plants that do flourish, however,  more often than not will cause the landscape beds to raise  (i.e. roots in search of 

oxygen). As a result, the mulch and soil are constantly being washed away towards their entryways and driveways. The 

fact that some of the roofs are designed to drain towards these small beds only contributes to this phenomenon. 

In an attempt to address the issue, several homeowners, as we came to notice, took it upon themselves to remove the 

plants and/or mulch from these beds. Instead, they installed rocks or shells. It is not hard to guess that some of the work 

performed was done without the approval of the ARB. Rather than sending blind violation letters to these homeowners, 

the ARB decided to investigate this matter in an attempt to find a solution to what could very well be a community-wide 

issue. After much consideration, the ARB recommended amending paragraph 4 of Article 12, Landscaping, in General, to 

read: 

Mulch in front and rear yard planting beds shall not differ from Associations chosen color brown. Any other mulch is 

permitted in the side or rear beds only. Rocks and shells are not approved mulch material. except at front areas of 

homes surrounded by concrete where no grass area adjoins the shell or stone mulched area. These areas would include 

https://floridapolitics.com/archives/405916-manatee-democrats-call-for-vanessa-baughs-resignation-over-lakewood-ranch-vaccine-site
https://www.bradenton.com/news/politics-government/state-politics/article249690363.html
https://vax.mymanatee.org/


along the front walkway and front planting area adjacent to the garage. The color of stones and shells will be a light 

neutral color. Example: shells used for mulch are commonly bleached shells.  

With the amendment being adopted, we ask for your help. If you already converted a small landscape bed that is 

surrounded by concrete in a manner described above, we ask that you please submit an after the fact request to the 

ARB to officially approve this work. If you don’t recall if you submitted a request in the past or simply were unaware if an 

ARB approval was granted, please contact us and we will be more than happy to assist you on this matter. We wish to 

thank you in advance for your assistance and cooperation on this matter. 

Mulching – Ramco Mulch Solutions finished the spreading of mulch throughout the Association this week. They 

professionally and efficiently installed new mulch in front and around 399 landscape beds and along with the vast 

majority of the Association common ground areas. Please note that the mulch was installed according to best practice. If 

for some reason you notice an area you feel was missed, please report it to us. We will make sure to act as needed. 

Stains on the Roads - Several residents were puzzled recently by the sight of a pressure cleaning crew who were 

washing all the roads in the community. Here is the bizarre story behind it. Recently, a few members of the community 

complained that a Waste Management garbage truck left a significant number of stains along several streets. And 

indeed, it was clear how the truck left a stain in front of a home while loading the trash, then drove to the next house 

leaving a greasy trail behind it, and then once again leaking hydraulic fluid in the front of the house where it was loading 

the trash. Needless to say, we contacted Manatee County Utilities Department and reported the issue. Following this, as 

you could figure out by now, a pressure washing crew was dispatched to the community. Will their efforts in removing 

the stains be fruitful? Most likely not because there is no true way in which such stains could be removed efficiently 

without damaging the asphalt. Nevertheless, it will assist to some extent in lightening the stains. We wish to thank those 

members who brought this matter to our attention as it was unfolding. We may not be able to fix the problem 

completely, but we sure can hold the County and Waste Management accountable. 

Using the Spa – A minor incident occurred a couple of weeks ago in the spa. Guests of one of the members were using 

the spa with their young children for long periods of time. As can be seen below, the guests broke a couple of health 

regulations that govern the use of the spa. We, therefore, urge all members and residents to advise their guests to 

please follow the spa regulations. Yes, enforcement is always a tool the Association can use to ensure compliance, but in 

this case, regulations are set to ensure the safety and health of those who are using the spa. It should be in everyone’s 

best interest to follow them. We wish to thank you in advance for your assistance and corporation on this matter. 

LAKERIDGE FALLS SPA RULES 

 Please review all Spa regulations before entering the Spa. 

1. Maximum water temperature 104º F.  

2. No more than 8 people are to use the spa at the same time.  

3. Children under sixteen must have adult supervision and parental permission.  

4. Pregnant women, people who weigh less than 90 lbs., small children, people with health problems and people using 
alcohol, narcotics or other drugs that cause drowsiness should not use spa without first consulting a doctor. 

5. Maximum use is 15 minutes.  

Have a healthy and safe weekend.  

Sincerely, 

Oded Neeman - CAM  

LakeRidge Falls Community Manager 4200 LakeRidge Blvd.  

Sarasota, FL 34243  

Email: propertymanager@lakeridgefalls.org  

Tel: 941-360-1046  
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