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Here are the more important stories we had this past and upcoming weeks: 

Amendment Recount – The recount of amendments to Article III, IX, XVIII, XX, and XXII took place early this week. 

Again, the recount took place because the original count of Article III showed that the amount of Yes and No votes 

exceeded the number of total votes submitted. Therefore, the recommendation by the Association’s legal counsel was 

to perform a recount. Thanks to the incredibly hard work, i.e. over three hours, of the three Inspectors of Election, Mr. 

Jim DuGranrut, Ms. Mitch Matte, and Mrs. Barbara Weintraub, here are the final recount results of all five amendments:  

• Article III – 226 Yes vs 100 No 

• Article IX - 240 Yes vs 87 No 

• Article XVIII - 198 Yes vs 119 No 

• Article XX - 234 Yes vs 84 No 

• Article XXII - 201 Yes vs 119 No   

While the Yes’s overwhelmingly defeated the NO’s in all of these votes, they failed to reach the 267 Yes votes required 

to pass an amendment to the Association’s declaration. Therefore, all amendments failed. The results will be presented 

to the Board of Directors during its next scheduled meeting for official endorsement.  

Residents Directory – We are happy to announce that the 2021 Residents Directory is now available. As every year, 

residents are invited to pick up their directory at the LakeRidge Falls offices. This year, you will not be required to sign 

your name when picking up a copy. Please remember that each household is eligible to receive one copy of the 

directory. If you take more than that, we may need to print more copies which many would agree is an unnecessary 

expenditure. Lastly, we wish to thank Mrs. Paula Murray, Association Assistant, Mr. Dan DeRoner, Mr. Clark McFall, and 

Mr. Mike Byrnes, members of the community, for all their hard work in recruiting advertisers for both the Directory and 

the Falls Forum thus helping to provide these items at no or minimal charge.  

Wildlife / Raccoons – More and more reports come to the office of residents who are feeding raccoons. How alarming 

this phenomenon is can be illustrated by the account of a local vendor hired to trap and relocate some of them. Based 

on his report, he captured 14 raccoons within three weeks. The reason why he was able to capture so many within such 

a short period, he continued, was because someone or some are feeding the raccoons. This was apparent, he concluded, 

by the trails the raccoons created by walking back and forward from the preserve areas to residential homes. With the 

above in mind, here are a few safety tips related to raccoons in particular and wildlife in general: 

Do not feed them – artificially feeding wildlife may result in larger animal families which their natural food supply can’t 

support. Therefore, they become more and more dependent on humans. As a result, they may lose their natural fear of 

humans which may lead to property damage and endangers surrounding neighbors. 

Do not leave your garbage outside unsecured – raccoons are pretty smart animals as they can figure out a way inside an 

unsecured garbage container. Therefore, please make sure to use a garbage container that has a locking/clamping lid. 



Do not leave pet food outside or in the lanai – this also means not to leave your pet outside unattended as raccoons 

may attack dogs or cats if they feel threatened by them. 

Do not handle raccoons yourself if you feel threatened – instead, please immediately contact nuisance wildlife 

professionals. A nuisance animal may be removed from a property as long as the professional follow Florida 

Administrative Code (F.A.C.) 68A-9.010. 

For more information about raccoons, please take a moment to read the attached pamphlet by Florida Fish and Wildlife 

Conservation Commission called “Living With Raccoons.”  We kindly ask for residents’ cooperation on this matter. Please 

help us to protect LakeRidge Falls’ wildlife.   

Speeding and Stopping – Every so often, the issue of residents who are speeding while driving around the community 

and or are not obeying stop signs is brought up. The importance of this matter does not need to be mentioned. It is an 

issue of personal safety. Residents must obey the speed limit requirements and must completely stop at the marked 

stop signs or before entering a crosswalk or intersection. This is also true to residents’ approved guests and vendors 

Because this issue involves personal safety, the Security Committee and the Board of Directors wanted to remind the 

community of their obligations to continue and vigorously enforce this matter. Please, we are asking that you assist us 

by making sure you and your approved guests and vendors drive slowly and carefully around the community. Thank you 

in advance for your cooperation and understanding on the matter.  

Have a healthy and safe weekend.  

Sincerely, 

Oded Neeman - CAM  

LakeRidge Falls Community Manager 4200 LakeRidge Blvd.  

Sarasota, FL 34243  

Email: propertymanager@lakeridgefalls.org  

Tel: 941-360-1046  
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