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Here are the more important stories we had this past and upcoming weeks: 

Memorial Day – Due to Memorial Day, the Lakeridge Falls’ office will be closed on Monday of next week. We will be 

available again on Tuesday, May 26th.  If you experience a situation that falls under the scope of responsibility of the 

Association and which requires our assistance during the time the office is closed, please call our “Emergency Only” line 

at 941-951-4034. 

Trespassing – On Monday afternoon, we received reports that two individuals were fishing in the pond to the right of 

the gatehouse. Besides the fact that fishing is not allowed in the community, as explained last week, these individuals 

were not residents of the community. Therefore, some residents called the gatehouse asking the guard on duty, Mr.  

Fred Dougherty, to demand they leave. Other residents chose to confront them directly. In the end, the gatecrashers left 

the premises after Mr. Dougherty advised he was calling the Manatee County Sheriff’s Office. 

First and foremost, we thank all residents who witness and thereafter report such incidents to the Association. Thanks to 

you, we have another layer of protection ensuring the community is safe and secure. But with this in mind, we ask once 

again from all residents to please report potential criminal activities or trespassing incidents to Manatee County Sheriff’s 

Office directly before reporting them to the gatehouse. Please understand that the gatehouse staff's main role is access 

control and not police work. Consider this, what if these individuals would have ignored Mr. Dougherty’s directives? We 

wish to thank you in advance for your help on this matter and together we can keep LakeRidge Falls a safe place to live. 

Gas Grills in Sandstone – This week a question was raised regarding the usage of gas grills in Sandstone Neighborhood 

(i.e. Cascade, Reynolds, Ashford, and Simpson).  With Memorial Day just around the corner and knowing we have new 

residents who may not be aware of the rules governing this matter, we would like to share the answer with the rest of 

the community. The State of Florida requires all counties to follow the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) codes 

and requirements. Therefore, LakeRidge Falls encompassed relevant codes under its Architectural Review Board (ARB) 

Guidelines. More specifically, LakeRidge Falls adopted codes related to the usage and storage of Barbecue Grills. 

Article 7, Barbecue Grills, of LakeRidge Falls’ ARB Guidelines, states that other than one- and two-family dwellings, no 

hibachi, gas-fired grill, charcoal grill, or other similar devices used for cooking, heating, or any other purpose, shall be 

used or kindled on any balcony or under any overhanging portion or within 10 ft (3 m) of any structure.”  Because the 

buildings in Sandstone are composed out of four and six-plex units, i.e. multi-dwellings, residents of this sub-division are 

prohibited to grill anywhere else besides 10 ft away from their building. An important point to note that the code was 

changed to also prohibit the usage of electric ranges, grills, or similar electrical apparatus in lanais. 

Besides the fact that they are not allowed to use or store propane cylinders in their lanais, Sandstone residents are not 

permitted to store propane cylinders used by gas grills in their lanai. There are enough rules, codes, and ordinances to 

indicate that storing propane cylinders indoors or in a garage is a major safety hazard.  To simplify the matter, the 

governing rules prohibit Cascade, Reynolds, Ashford, and Simpson residents from using gas grills. They can, however, use 

any other barbeque grill as long as it is done within 10 ft away from the building. 
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Feeding Wildlife – We received reports from residents that sandhill cranes are feeling more and more comfortable 

around them. A couple of reports even mentioned accidental feeding which involved residents leaving food on their 

lanai. The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) states on their website that “[p]eople may 

inadvertently put sandhill cranes at risk when they attract them with feed. This includes "accidental feeding," such as 

when bird seed is spilled from bird feeders onto the ground below.”  The FWC then goes to explain that “[w]hen cranes 

are fed and learn to associate people with food, they can lose their fear of humans. These “habituated” cranes may 

approach people closely and even grab food out of a person’s hand. In rare instances, cranes have been reported 

pecking people.” Therefore, the FWC instructs that you must “[n]ever feed cranes and encourage your neighbors not to 

feed cranes. Cranes are less likely to inhabit urban areas if easy meals are not provided.” We therefore kindly ask 

residents’ cooperation on this matter. Please help us preserve LakeRidge Falls’ wildlife.   

Have a healthy and safe weekend. 

Sincerely, 

Oded Neeman - CAM  

LakeRidge Falls Community Manager  

4200 LakeRidge Blvd.  

Sarasota, FL 34243  

Email: propertymanager@lakeridgefalls.org  

Tel: 941-360-1046  
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