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Here are the more important stories we had this past and upcoming weeks: 

Executive Order - As most know by now, Executive Order 20-112 (Order) will go into effect starting Monday, May 4th. A 

copy of the order can be found attached to this Weekly Report. Without going into too many details, Governor DeSantis 

utilized some of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s (CDC) “Guidelines for Opening Up America” hence 

amending some of the restrictions previously established. 

Nevertheless and acknowledging the health risks of COVID-19, the Order states that “[a]ll persons in Florida shall 

continue to limit their personal interactions outside the home.” Most importantly, the Order also states that “senior 

citizens and individuals with a significant underlying medical condition (such as chronic lung disease, moderate-to-severe 

asthma, serious heart conditions, immunocompromised status, cancer, diabetes, severe obesity, renal failure and liver 

disease) are strongly encouraged to stay at home and take all measures to limit the risk of exposure to COVID-19.” 

To ensure compliance, law enforcement agencies were instructed to enforce the Order. It was said that infraction of the 

order may be considered a second-degree misdemeanor and is punishable by imprisonment not to exceed 60 days, a 

fine not to exceed $500, or both. 

Please take a moment to go over this new Order. 

Pool - With the above in mind, the Pool Committee met recently to discuss the feasibility of reopening the pool. After 

much consideration, the committee recommended to the Board of Directors to reopen the pool and adopt specific 

restrictions and guidelines to ensure the safety of pool users. In addition, the committee suggested these 

recommendations be presented to both the Association's Attorney and Insurance Agent for their professional opinion. 

Following the above, i.e. the Order, Pool Committee’s recommendations, and the input from the Attorney and Insurance 

Agent, the Board of Directors instructed to open the pool on Tuesday, May 5th, at 7 am. With that decision, the Board of 

Directors also adopted restrictions and guidelines that will ensure the safety and health of those using the pool. The 

following are those restrictions/guidelines: 

1. The pool area is available for exercise only. 

2. The pool area is limited to 10 people at a time.  Please limit time in the pool area to 60 minutes to allow other 

people an opportunity to use the pool. Users that sign up online have first priority 

3. Spa usage is limited to one individual or single household unit at a time. 

4. Please observe a 6’ social distance in and out of the pool. 

5. Pool users are responsible for taking precautions to protect themselves. Precautions include washing hands, 

using hand sanitizer provided, and bringing your own sanitizing wipes to wipe down surfaces with which you 

come in contact. 

In preparation for the above, a new feature was added to the Association's website allowing residents to sign-up in 

advance for 60 minutes slots, which will be available from 7 am to 8 pm. The electronic sign-up sheet can be found 

under the tab “Form” or by clicking here. In addition, 4 new hand sanitizer dispensers were installed around the pool. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/12OnCpNjgDUz9sGlWoywrawH2klF7bDB_nbX_byxSyug/viewform?ts=5eac0aec&edit_requested=true


One near the bathrooms and 3 near the pool gates. Also, the pool furniture was stuck into three groups leaving only 10 

chairs available for usage. Therefore, please ONLY use the available furniture. Finally, the Board of Directors wishes to 

advise that if residents fail to follow the above, they will be forced to close the pool. The health of your fellow neighbors 

and yours are the Board of Directors’ top priority. Please assist us in ensuring all can enjoy exercising in the pool in a safe 

manner  

Community Ponds – As may know, the Association’s stormwater system, i.e. ponds and wetland, is operated under 

permits that were issued by Southwest Florida Water Management District (SWFWMD). In order to maintain these 

permits, the Association is required to follow specific operational guidelines. The requirements are set to ensure proper 

operation of the stormwater system and responsible usage of water for irrigation purposes. One of the requirements 

under the permits issued is to conduct an inspection every five years by a professional engineering company in order to 

certify that “all above-ground facilities are being operated and maintained as authorized by the Southwest Florida Water 

Management District.” 

But before we continue, here is some background. LakeRidge Falls has 16 lakes. However, these lakes are really 

considered retention ponds. These ponds are designed to collect stormwater from the streets. Their main goal is to slow 

down the flow of water before it reaches the county’s sewer system. Otherwise, it can overwhelm it causing 

underground pipes to burst and the street to flood. Most of the ponds in the community are connected to each other. 

When the water level at one pond reaches a certain point, the water is designed to drain to a lower level pond. Between 

some of the ponds, there are overflow drainage basins. These are squared concrete structures with a metal wire on top 

of them. Their goal is to further slow the flow of water down by storing it and releasing it at a slower rate. Eventually, all 

ponds drain to the large preserve area located in Stirling Falls Neighborhood. From there, the water drains to a large 

overflow drainage basin, also referred to as a control structure, and to the county’s drain system. 

Back to our story, LakeRidge Falls recently hired Crest Engineering of Sarasota, a Civil Engineering and Land Development 

Consulting firm, which it hired in the past, to perform the inspections required under the permit. These inspections took 

place last month to which the Association passed with flying colors. We hope that Crest Engineering will submit their 

reports within a week or so. That said, there were two minor suggestions made by the engineer who was onsite. One 

suggestion was to clear some of the vegetation around the control structure in the large preserve, i.e. wetland, which 

was mentioned above. A link to a video of how this control structure operates you can find by clicking here. 

The second suggestion was to clean the vegetation and trash inside the control structure of Lake 7 and replace its 

corroded top grate. Most of LakeRidge Falls’ residents may not be familiar with the number system of the lakes/ponds, 

but we are sure the vast majority know this lake/pond very well.  This lake/pond is located adjacent to the back gate of 

the community. For years, it has had a negative visual impact on the community. Therefore, in 2013 the Association 

planted, based on the suggestion of the lake maintenance company at the time, i.e. Cardno Entrix, four different types 

of aquatic plants:  bulrush, arrowhead, pickerel, and jointed spikerush, adding to the lily pads, or water lilies as some 

may know them, which were already there. And indeed, this action made the lake/pond more aesthetically pleasing and 

significantly improved its appearance. Now, the reason why this lake/pond was an eyesore was that it receives water 

runoff from Lockwood Ridge Rd while being a very shallow lake/pond. This condition creates a great environment for 

minerals and nutrients runoff to promote growth, such as algae, and to turn Lake 7 into Lockwood Ridge Rd’s “garbage 

can.”   

Needless to say that the Association acted without delay on the suggestions provided by Crest Engineering despite the 

fact that they are being performed on a bi-weekly basis. In addition, the Association ordered a new grate for Lake 7 

control structure and hope to have it in the next couple of weeks. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B5EHDdWNz4QEVDBwRXVNaC10OU0/view


Financial Audit – We are happy to announce that the 2019 Audit of the LakeRidge Falls’ financials has been completed 

and copies are now available. If you wish to receive an electronic version of the audit, we are more than happy to email 

you a PDF copy upon request. If you prefer to receive a hard copy, please feel free to contact us and we will make sure 

to leave a copy on the table outside the Clubhouse’s front door. As in the last few years, the audit was performed by 

Braxton & Holway, P.A., a reputable CPA firm located in Bradenton. It is important to note that Braxton & Holway is a 

member of both the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants and of the Florida Institute of Certified Public 

Accountants. During a Go-To-Meeting meeting with LakeRidge Falls’ President and Treasurer, the Auditor informed 

them that nothing out of the ordinary was discovered and it was said that LakeRidge Falls conformed to generally 

accepted accounting principles. 

Have a healthy and safe weekend. 

Sincerely, 

Oded Neeman - CAM  

LakeRidge Falls Community Manager  

4200 LakeRidge Blvd.  

Sarasota, FL 34243  

Email: propertymanager@lakeridgefalls.org  

Tel: 941-360-1046  
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