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Here are the more important stories we had this past and upcoming weeks: 

Homeless Campsite – For the last week or so, more and more residents report a homeless campsite that was 

established outside of LakeRidge Falls. The campsite, which is hard to miss, was established outside the southeast corner 

of the community wall right on Lockwood Ridge Rd. We will get back to this story in a moment, but first, here is some 

background on the issue. 

Homeless campsites are not new to LakeRidge Falls. For the past 10 or so years, the Association identified several of 

them along the outside of the south perimeter wall. The problem is, as we came to learn, that in 99% of all cases the 

campsites are established on what used to be known as University Commons Development, the shopping plaza south to 

LakeRidge Falls. Therefore, the Sheriff’s Office cannot intervene by removing the people who inhabit them due to 

trespassing. Instead, the Sheriff’s Office will advise us to contact the entity that owns the property and request the 

owners to act. As one can imagine, the developer of University Commons and/or business owners show no interest in 

acting unless the activities of those who reside in the campsites affect their businesses. When finally Manatee County, 

Sheriff Office, lot owners, and/or business owners do act to eliminate a campsite, Code Enforcement Office, in what one 

may consider adding insult to injury, will ask the Association to clean the garbage left on the Association’s property by 

the homeless individuals. 

Back to our story, I called the Sheriff's office on Monday asking to disbar the campsite. At first, the Sheriff’s Office 

showed little interest in the complaint. After further discussion, it was agreed that deputies would be dispatched as long 

as a representative from the Association would be present. As a priority, I made sure to rush to the scene. Upon my 

arrival, one of the deputies advised that my presence was no longer required because… the campsite is located on the 

property belonging to Walmart. Thereafter, he advised, as we already know, to contact Walmart asking them to act on 

the matter by filing a trespassing complaint or by asking the homeless to leave at their free will. Of course, we made 

sure to call Walmart however reaching a manager is not an easy task. It took a couple of days, but eventually, we 

reached an Assistant Manager. To make a long discussion short, the Assistant Manager promised to speak with the 

homeless staying at the campsite hoping to convince them to move. 

Of course, the Association hopes that Walmart’s management will be successful with its endeavor. In case they will not, 

residents are more than welcome to call the store to inquire about the matter. The store phone number is 941-351-6969 

and you can ask to speak with an Assistant Manager or the Store Manager present. Together, especially on this issue, we 

can make a difference. 

Back Gate – Staying in the same area, a couple of weeks ago the back gate located of Lockwood Ridge Rd 

remained opened. Based on a Gatehouse’s report, a fire truck was dispatched around midnight to the community on, 

what one may rationally conclude, an emergency matter. After entering the community, the back gate remained open. 

Here is why. In order to enter the community, the firefighters most likely used their Knox Box emergency key. For those 

who may wonder, a Knox Box system is a small box located near an entry point, such as a building’s door or a gate, that 

has a switch or a key that unlock such entry point. As one can imagine, this is used by first responders and first 

responders only. Now, the reason why the gate remains open is that switch remains open. Therefore, we placed a call to 
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the Southern Manatee Fire Department. An inspector was dispatched within an hour to turn the switch off. The gates 

are now working up to par. 

 

Waterfall – Last Friday, we received a report that there was erosion on the south side of the waterfall. Upon my 

inspection of the area, it was clear that the waterfall was overflowing thus causing a large sum of water to wash towards 

the lake located south of the waterfall. As a result, a portion of the soil underneath the south part of the waterfall’s 

basin eroded as well as some areas leading to the lake. Of course, we immediately called Smiley Pool Services, LakeRidge 

Falls’ pool, and waterfall maintenance company. To avoid any potential damage to the structure itself, it was agreed 

that the waterfall should be turned off and emptied. It was also agreed that a professional, such as a structural engineer, 

should advise on how to repair the erosion and provide a solution on how to prevent this from happening again. We 



hope this issue will be resolved soon, but please note that it may take a few weeks. In the meantime, and for your 

safety, please make sure to stay away from this area. Thank you in advance for your cooperation in this matter. 

Annuals – Also last Friday, West Bay Landscape, LakeRidge Falls’ landscape maintenance company, was onsite to 

change out the annuals. Based on the recommendation of the Landscape Committee, a variety of pink, white, and 

purple Pentas were installed. The University of Florida describes them as plants that “[w}hen other plants fade in 

Florida’s hot and humid summers, perennials like Pentas…truly shine. These attractive plants… are a great source of food 

for hummingbirds and butterflies.”  They will surely add some color and joy to what some may consider grayish times. 

 

Have a great and safe weekend. 

Sincerely, 

Oded Neeman - CAM  

LakeRidge Falls Community Manager  

4200 LakeRidge Blvd.  

Sarasota, FL 34243  

Email: propertymanager@lakeridgefalls.org  

Tel: 941-360-1046  
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