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Here are the more important stories we had this past and upcoming weeks: 

Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19) – As all should know by now, President Trump declared last week that 
the “COVID-19 outbreak in the United States constitutes a national emergency.” Following this, the 
Florida Department of Health, as well as the Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), issued 
more strict guidelines to combat the spread of the virus. Mainly, a recommendation to stay home and 
avoid crowds. 

Many who read this recommendation feel this is important. However, they are sure that if only they 
keep their distance from other people while washing their hands now and then everything will be 
alright. Others show little concern feeling this is simply an overreaction by the authorities. 
Unfortunately, these beliefs, and please forgive me in advance, are usually based on optimism or a 
shaky factual basis. I highly recommend, sorry urge you, to take a moment and read the following article 
titled “Coronavirus: Why You Must Act Now,” by Mr. Tomas Pueyo. It is based on facts and science, not 
hopes and wishes.   

You can find it by clicking here or by copy/paste the following 
link: https://medium.com/@tomaspueyo/coronavirus-act-today-or-people-will-die-f4d3d9cd99ca 

“When you’re done reading the article,” Mr. Pueyo states “this is what you’ll take away: the coronavirus 
is coming to you. It’s coming at an exponential speed: gradually, and then suddenly. It’s a matter of 
days. Maybe a week or two. When it does, your healthcare system will be overwhelmed. Your fellow 
citizens will be treated in the hallways. Exhausted healthcare workers will break down. Some will die. 
They will have to decide which patient gets the oxygen and which one dies. The only way to prevent this 
is social distancing today. Not tomorrow. Today. That means keeping as many people home as possible, 
starting now.” Again, Mr. Pueyo provides Facts. Statistics. Science. Numbers. Graphs. Please. Take a few 
moments and read this article! 

For the past week, the Board of Directors has closely monitored this issue. Every day all day. Therefore, 
the decision to close all amenity centers followed a week-long study of the situation. This included 
investigating the facts about the coronavirus, consulting with the Association's Attorney, studying the 
actions taken by other communities, and following the President, Governor, and health organization’s 
reports. After much consideration, the Board of Directors decided to close all amenities effective today 
at 4:00 p.m. As Ms. Lori Klein, LakeRidge Falls’ President explained to a concerned member, the Board of 
Directors “was very reluctant to close the facilities and especially the pool. Our decision was made for 
the safety of our residents… This virus is a hurricane aiming for our community, and we are fastening 
things down to weather it out.” 

 

https://medium.com/@tomaspueyo/coronavirus-act-today-or-people-will-die-f4d3d9cd99ca
https://medium.com/@tomaspueyo/coronavirus-act-today-or-people-will-die-f4d3d9cd99ca


The Board of Directors is fully aware that their decision made several members and residents unhappy, 
mainly pool users. However, we must look at the scientific data. In an article named “Persistence Of 
Coronaviruses On Inanimate Surfaces And Their Inactivation With Biocidal Agents” (click on the title to 
read it) Authors G. Kampf, D. Todt,  S. Pfaender, and E. Steinmann found that “the analysis of 22 studies 
reveals that human coronaviruses such as Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) coronavirus, 
Middle East Respiratory Syndrome (MERS) coronavirus or endemic human coronaviruses (HCoV) can 
persist on inanimate surfaces like metal, glass or plastic for up to 9 days.” This means that the risk of 
using the pool is not the pool itself but rather everything around it. This means that people who share 
the furniture, open the gates, go to the bathrooms, and drink water from the fountain can transfer the 
virus even if only 10 people are using the pool while keeping 6 feet distance from each other. There will 
be those who will argue, rightly so, that these surfaces can be efficiently disinfected by implementing 
some cleaning procedures. However, the Association cannot ensure these surfaces can be cleaned 
regularly. Even if the Association finds a way to clean all surfaces all the time in a manner that will 
ensure the health of its members, these efforts will prove fruitless because cleaning disinfecting supplies 
are running low not to say unavailable. 

Using a similar analogy to Ms. Klein’s, we are in the mix of a tsunami and seeing the big wave coming 
our way. Europe has already been identified by the World Health Organization as the “epicentre of the 
epidemic.” Countries that composed of the European Union introduced lockdowns for its citizens. In the 
USA, California’s Governor, Gavin Newsom, just ordered all Californians to stay home in what some 
referred to as the nation’s strictest state lockdown. In the Sarasota and Manatee Counties, all beaches 
are closing as well as major retailers. Therefore, don’t be surprised if you see similar steps, i.e. 
lockdown, taken place by Florida’s Governor by next week. 

For all the reasons mentioned above, the Board of Directors decided to act and help in the efforts that 
proved to be most successful in slowing the spread of the virus. Therefore, it urges people to stay home 
as much as possible for as long as possible until the spread is slowed down. With all in mind, this shall 
pass. In the meantime, please help with the group effort. We will prevail! 

Amenities – Pool, Clubroom, and Clubhouse Closed – As announced yesterday by the Board of 
Directors, we will be closing all amenities effective today, March 20th, 2020, at 4:00 p.m.  Anyone still in 
the pool area or either of the buildings at 4:00 p.m. will be asked to leave. Please note that the pool 
heating/cooling system will be turned off to save the energy costs while the pool is closed. Also, all 
doors, gates, and bathrooms in the clubhouse, clubroom, and pool will be locked. At this point, 
members and residents are encouraged to contact Paula and me by phone or email.  If you absolutely 
must see us in person because you may need an RFID sticker, for example, please make sure to set an 
appointment first.  As explained yesterday, the Board of Directors will continue to monitor the situation, 
but it could be several weeks until we would be able to reopen the facilities. We will continue to keep 
you updated on what actions will be taken helping to protect our members, residents, and guests. 

Be a Good Neighbor – As you may know, some residents of the community are individuals who live by 
themselves. While some have a nearby family and/or a caregiver for support, some may not be so 
fortunate. Therefore and during this major crisis, making sure to keep in touch with your neighbor can 
make a big difference. Please see if the people who live by themselves need you to check in on them 
daily or if they wish to share with you their emergency contact information. Offer to help those who are 
not computer savvy to obtain services, which may not be available shortly. Please attempt calling your 
neighbors as they might just need someone to talk to. Please be a good neighbor. 

 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0195670120300463#!
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And as always, have a healthy and safe weekend. 

Sincerely, 

 

Oded Neeman – Community Association Manager 
Argus Managing Agent for LakeRidge Falls 
4200 LakeRidge Boulevard, Sarasota FL 34243 
Phone: 941-360-1046 Ext 101 
E-Mail: PropertyManager@LakeRidgeFalls.Org 
 


