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Here are the more important stories we had this past and upcoming weeks: 

LakeRidge Falls’ Governing Documents – Last week, I reported that one of the important factors in making 

LakeRidge Falls a desirable place to live in is the governing documents. I also advised that because they play a significant 

role in the success of this community,  a series of articles on the issue would be published in the next few weeks. These 

articles will be aimed, more specifically, at outlining LakeRidge Falls’ Governing Documents, Architectural Guidelines, 

and Landscape Procedures.  The hope is to describe the rationale behind some of the rules, guidelines, and procedures 

governing this Association. More importantly, it will provide a glance at why LakeRidge Falls is one of the more desirable 

communities to live in. Today, I would like to take a moment and talk about the governing documents. 

So as explained last week, the governing documents are the core principles used by the members of the community to 

govern all aspects of the association. These core principles help in administering and maintaining the community 

through the understanding by members that they are legally binding covenants and restrictions. Typically, homeowner 

associations’ governing documents consist of (1) The Declaration, (2) The Articles of Incorporation, (3) The By-laws, and 

finally (4) Rules and Regulations in a hierarchal order. Above all of these, there is Florida Statute 720. Here is a short 

explanation of them all. 

The Declaration – The declaration can be considered as the constitution of LakeRidge Falls. These core principles are the 

directives that establish the powers and responsibilities of the Association, define terms, describe the restrictions on 

occupancy, explain how lots are to be maintained, set enforcement guidelines, etc. The more important aspect of it is 

that it is legally binding. Thus, when buying into this community, one understands and accepts this legal set of principles. 

The Articles of Incorporation – I like to think of the Articles of Incorporation as the Association’s deed. It records, 

amongst other things, the Association as a not-for-profit corporation under Florida law. 

The Bylaws – Consider the bylaws as LakeRidge Falls’ political operation manual.  The bylaws, as defined by the 

Declaration, “govern the Association’s internal affairs, such as voting rights, elections, meetings, officers, etc.” They also 

tell how often the Association holds meetings, the duties of the board of directors, how many people can run for the 

board, the membership voting rights, etc. 

The Rules and Regulations – If the Declaration sets the principles, the Rules and Regulations are the interpretation and 

clarification of these principles. For example, Article VI of the Deceleration says that each owner must maintain his or 

her Lot in a manner consistent with the Governing Documents and the Community-Wide Standard. Well, this is a pretty 

vague directive. The Rules and Regulations, therefore, help to clarify the Article. Using the example above, the 

Rules and Regulations state, among other things, that owners can’t have structure, equipment, or other items outside 

the building that are rusty or falling apart. 

As mentioned before, these are outlined in a hierarchal order. The “law of the land of LakeRidge Falls” is pretty much 

the Association’s declaration. It is very difficult to change and require a vote by 67% of all owners. The same goes for the 

Bylaws. At the bottom of the hierarchy, there are Rules and Regulations. The Rules and Regulations CANNOT contradict 

the Declaration, the Articles of Incorporation, or the Bylaws or suppress them. In order to change a rule, the Board of 



Directors needs a simple majority vote among themselves as long as the membership of the Association, all 399 owners, 

gets a 14-day notice in advance. Then there is Florida Statute 720. None of LakeRidge Falls’ governing documents, 

Declaration, Articles of Incorporation, Bylaws, and Rules and Regulations, can contradict or suppress this Statute.  

With this in mind, I hope I've made it easier for you to understand the structure and meaning of LakeRidge Falls’ 

governing documents. Please feel free to contact me with any further questions and/or inquiries on this matter. Next 

week, Architectural Guidelines.       

Palm Trees – If everything will go according to plan, ACI Tree Care will be here starting the week of March 16th, 2020, to 

trim all Queen Palms. Please note that ACI will only address 1) Queen Palms and 2) queen palms that are over 15’. 

Therefore, don’t be alarmed if you see them working on your neighbor’s house, “skipping” your tree/s, then moving on 

to a different neighbor’s house. If you have a tree that is less than 15’ tall, it will be trimmed by West Bay Landscape 

during their routine pruning cycles. If you have a different palm such as a Sabal or a Chinese Fan palm, they will be 

addressed in September. Please note that Foxtail Palms are not being trimmed because they are considered self pruned 

palms. In other words, Foxtail Palms older leaves die and quickly fall from palm to facilitate new leaves which do not 

require maintenance. If you are puzzled regarding which palm you have in your front yard or regarding its size, please 

don’t hesitate to contact me and I will be more than happy to provide you with this information.   

Residents Directory – We are happy to announce that the 2020 Residents Directory will be available starting the end 

of next week. As every year, residents are invited to pick up their directory at the LakeRidge Falls’ offices. Also, each 

household will be eligible to receive one copy of the directory. Therefore, when picking up your copy, please make sure 

to sign your name on the sign-up list indicating you received your copy. Lastly, we wish to thank Mrs. Paula Murray, 

Association Assistant, Mr. Dan DeRoner, Community Relations Committee Chairperson, Mr. Clark McFall, and Mike 

Byrnes, members of the community, for all their hard work in recruiting advertisers thus helping to provide this beautiful 

directory to you at no charge.     

And as always, have a great and safe weekend. 

Sincerely, 

Oded Neeman - CAM  

LakeRidge Falls Community Manager  

4200 LakeRidge Blvd.  

Sarasota, FL 34243  

Email: propertymanager@lakeridgefalls.org  

Tel: 941-360-1046  
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