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Here are the more important stories we had this past and upcoming weeks: 

Painting Project – This shall serve as the last and final reminder to all homeowners in Phases C and D to make sure to 

submit their painting applications. Please note that next week, i.e. December 12th, will be the last time the ARB will 

meet before the December 31st deadline. Therefore, homeowners who fail to submit their painting applications by next 

week’s meeting will receive non-compliances notices thereafter. Please, make sure to submit your painting application. 

As reported in the past, the ARB suggested and the Board of Directors approved that all homeowners who fail to meet 

this final deadline will face enforcement measures.  

For those who already obtained approval from the ARB but have yet to paint their house or completed the painting of 

the house but yet to submit the required Certificate of Compliance with a copy of the paid invoice, please remember 

that the December 31st deadline applies to you as well. Coming January 1st, 2020, you will face enforcement measures 

as well. While some may feel the ARB and the Board of Directors’ stand on this matter is too harsh, please remember 

that two extensions were granted and several notices were published urging homeowners to complete this task. With 

the above in mind, we wish to thank all homeowners for their understanding and cooperation on this matter.       

Decorative Items and Holiday Decorations – Staying on a related topic, it is very noticeable that the community is 

dressing up towards the holiday season. Many residents started to place holiday decorations throughout the community 

which gives it a festive and joyful appearance. While the festive look is always welcomed and actually encouraged, some 

confusion may arise regarding the difference between holiday decorations and decorative items. Addressing this issue is 

an example from a couple of years ago. The ARB concluded that as far as holiday decorations goes “a reasonable 

number of holiday and religious lights and decoration may be displayed on a lot for up to 30 days prior to a publicly 

observed holiday or religious observances and up to 30 days thereafter without prior approval of the ARB.” Of course, 

the ARB made sure to advise that the “Association may reserve the right to remove such items when it deems they are 

excessive in numbers, size, or brightness, draw excessive attention or traffic, and unreasonably interfere with the use 

and enjoyment of the neighboring properties.”  They also made sure to advise that “inflatable decorations are 

prohibited” mainly because of the noise created by the blower fans.  

As far as decorative items, the ARB took into consideration the fact that they are permanent in nature, i.e. permanent 

vs. temporary. Therefore, more strict guidelines were drafted to address their placement. In the ARB Guidelines, the 

ARB advises that homeowners may place decorative items such as garden statues, plant pots, and water features 

without approval as long as these objects are 1) within the permitted amount/size and 2) placed only in the front 

landscaping bed only. Because the front landscape beds vary within the community, the ARB provides that Stirling and 

Victoria Falls Neighborhoods homeowners are allowed to place up to three exterior decorative objects while Sandstone 

Neighborhood homeowners may place up to two. Of course, such items are permissible as long as they are not vulgar, 

offensive and/or obscene in nature as judged by the ARB.  

To read more on the different requirements and policies, please make sure to visit Article 8, Exterior Decorative Objects, 

of the ARB Guidelines. There, you would be able to find the specific items allowed and what are not allowed, what are 

the permissible sizes, and even what are the requirements if one wishes to add more decorative items to the limit 

mentioned above. 



Regarding the latest, please note that while walking the community it also became noticeable that several residents 

exceed the 3 items allowed in Stirling/Victoria and the 2 items allowed in Sandstone. It is uncommon to see front yards 

that have, for example, several garden statues, a couple of decorative flags, and a few planted pots. Unfortunately, and 

lacking specific approval from the ARB, this condition is a violation of the governing documents and the ARB Guidelines. 

Therefore, we ask that residents who have more than the allowable number of decorative items please make sure to 

apply to the ARB or make sure no more than 3/2 items are displayed. As before, we wish to thank all homeowners for 

their understanding and cooperation on this matter.       

Clubhouse’s Backflow – Several residents probably noticed that a few parking spots in the clubhouse’s parking lot 

were taped with a yellow caution tape this week. Here is the reason why. Earlier this week, West Bay Irrigation 

Technician, Mr. Victor Martinez, discovered a small leak in a 4-inch mainline pipe near the backflow adjacent to the 

clubhouse’s parking lot. While digging into the area in order to expose the irrigation pipe, Mr. Martinez noticed yet 

another leak. This time, it was a very small leak that was coming from a thread connecting the clubhouse’s backflow to 

one of the water lines. While the leak was to some extent insignificant, it was enough for us to place a call with a 

professional plumbing company. After all, there is no justification for wasting valuable water.  

Arctic Air & Plumbing, the company which the Association used, had to shut the water off to both the clubhouse and 

annex buildings for a few hours in order to work on the repair. For this reason, some may have noticed that there was 

no water on Tuesday in these buildings. After the repair was completed, Arctic Air & Plumbing turned the water on and 

made sure everything was working properly. Because the water was shut off for a few hours, some minerals and 

sediment accumulated in the water main. Once the water was turned back on, these minerals and sediment clogged 

some of the valves of the urinals in the men’s bathrooms causing them not to shut off. Of course, Arctic Air & Plumbing  

made sure to open the flashers and clean the dirt off them. It was said that everything is up and running again with no 

issue. 

 

And as always, have a great and safe weekend. 

Sincerely, 

Oded Neeman - CAM  

LakeRidge Falls Community Manager  

4200 LakeRidge Blvd.  

Sarasota, FL 34243  

Email: propertymanager@lakeridgefalls.org  

Tel: 941-360-1046  
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