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Here are the more important stories we had this past and upcoming weeks: 

Tree Removal – A couple of weeks or so ago, an article was published in the Herald Tribune by Mr. Jono Miller, a 

contributory columnist, titled “Under a new Florida law, any tree can be removed.” A copy of this article, which was later 

renamed “Under a new Florida law, no tree is safe” on the Herald Tribune’s online edition, can be found below. In the 

article, Mr. Miller reported that “[t]he governor signed House Bill 1159. It is now in effect and the result is that any tree 

on any Florida residential property can be removed without involving the government in any way, if a certified arborist 

or a Florida-licensed landscape architect creates documentation that the tree ‘presents a danger to persons or 

property.’” He then goes to challenge the legislation and how it can be abused. 

 

Following the publication of the article, a handful of residents contacted the Association regarding the new law and how 

it would impact the community. Because the issue involves a legal matter, the Board of Directors sought out the legal 

advice of the Association attorney. The question presented to the attorney was as follow: “in regard to House Bill 1159, 

how should the Association proceed in relation to Article 14, Canopy Trees, of its Architectural Review Board (ARB) 

Guidelines? Here is the attorney’s reply: “the new law has no impact on private restrictions regarding trees. The ARB 

contains private restrictions which are not modified by this new law…this law does not change the Associations right to 

regulate trees and landscaping by the ARB.” In simple terms, residents are still required to obtain approval from the ARB 



before removing or replacing any tree on their property. We hope that this provides a clear answer to what truly seems 

to be a very confusing law. 

Adirondack Chairs – A few weeks ago, we reported that the Board of Directors had to table a recommendation by the 

Roads & Grounds Committee for purchasing four commercial-grade Polywood Adirondack chairs. Also as reported, 

thanks to Mr. Ed Coil, West Bay General Manager, and the help of Mr. Matt Stewart, West Bay Landscape Account 

Manager, West Bay agreed to donate four commercial-grade Polywood Adirondack chairs to the community. As many 

may have noticed by now, the Adirondack chairs arrived late last week and were placed at the beach area next to the 

bocce courts. Below is a picture of Mr. Stewart of West Bay with the new chairs. Once again, the Board of Directors and 

the entire LakeRidge Falls family wish to use this opportunity to thank the entire West Bay organization for what is truly 

a generous and wonderful gesture.       

 

Fitness Equipment Survey – For the past few months, the Buildings Committee met several times to discuss the issue 

of fitness equipment. The committee first built a layout for the new fitness center with the desirable fitness equipment. 

During this process, the committee recommended purchasing all new equipment. Then, the committee created a 

financial strategy to execute such a plan. In reviewing the different options, the committee concluded that leasing the 

new equipment, i.e. monthly payments vs. reserve funds, would be the preferable route. Following these two steps, the 

Buildings Committee held a workshop meeting that took place two weeks ago in which it presented its 

recommendations to the members. 



Also in the meeting, Gym Source, i.e. the vendor the Buildings Committee suggested using, provided a detailed 

presentation and made sure to answer questions that were brought up by attendees. More importantly, the meeting 

helped the committee to receive valuable feedback. Following the workshop meeting, the committee met again to 

process the feedback received. Based on this information, the committee decided to amend the proposed plan and add 

TRX bands, medicine balls, and additional recumbent bike to the list of suggested equipment. In this meeting, the 

Buildings Committee also accepted a Board of Directors’ suggestion to launch an online survey in order to obtain as 

much feedback as possible from members of the community before a final recommendation is made. 

Therefore and thanks to the amazing job of Mrs. Paula Murray, LakeRidge Falls’ Association Assistant, a comprehensive 

webpage was created for this sole purpose. If you go to the following web address, http://www.lakeridgefalls.org/acrp/, 

you will find four lines. The first is called Recommendation. Clicking on it will provide you with a complete list of the 

suggested new fitness equipment. Below this, you will see a link that is called Background on each piece of 

equipment. The information in there is the complete presentation by Gym Source during the workshop meeting. The 

next line is called Community Workshop Minutes. There you will be able to read what took place during the workshop 

meeting and go over some of the concerns and questions that came up. Finally and most importantly, the last line is 

called Owners Comment Form. This is the online survey residents are asked to fill out in order to provide their feedback. 

Please, your opinion is very valuable so make sure to take a moment to go over all the information and provide your 

comments.   

The deadline for submitting your survey is Tuesday, August 6th.  The Buildings Committee will then meet again to go over 

the information provided. Based on this information, they will make a final recommendation to the Board of Directors 

during its next scheduled meeting, which should take place on Friday, August 9th at 2:00 pm at the Northminster 

Presbyterian Church. 

Access Controlled – We are in the process of reinstating all systems in the clubhouse such as the communication and 

access control systems. Therefore, there is a good chance that a limited number of residents may be impacted by this. 

The main concern is the access control system. For this reason, some residents may experience difficulties using their 

FOB keys and RFID stickers. If for some reason, your FOB or RFID stopped working, please contact the office and we will 

take care of the matter as soon as possible. Again, we don’t believe that more than a handful of residents should be 

affected by this transition. Thank you in advance for your understanding on this matter.  

Have a great and a safe weekend. 

Sincerely, 

Oded Neeman - CAM  

LakeRidge Falls Community Manager  

4200 LakeRidge Blvd.  

Sarasota, FL 34243  

Email: propertymanager@lakeridgefalls.org  

Tel: 941-360-1046  

Fax: 941-359-6827 
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