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A message from
your Board...
One of the determining factors
that attract buyers to the Lakeridge Falls Homeowner’s Association is thee fact that we are a
gated community with 24-hour
security guard service. We feel
this also provides a value-added
feature that many communities
do not have.
This week the Board of Directors
welcomed a new daytime guard
and Captain who works directly
for the Allied Universal Company,
who employs our security services. His name is Scott Stillwell.
He is eager to get to know our
residents and assist them with
their needs to enter the community and welcome your guests and
vendors. Please welcome him to
our wonderful community!

that they ought to consider reviewing and updating their
personal information that the security gate needs to best
serve you. Many of us have added cellphones. Perhaps,
you have people you would like to add or remove from
your Permanent Visitors List. Your Contractors or Vendors may have changed over the years. Many of your
Emergency Contacts have changed as well as their phone
numbers. There is also that fact many of us have added
or have different automobiles and ought to share the description with the gatehouse. THIS FORM MUST BE
SIGNED, OTHERWISE IT WILL NOT BE PROCESSED
AND ENTRY WOULD BE DENIED.

We offer a Resident Security
Form on our website lakeridgefalls.org. Just click on the Menu
and then click on “Forms,” where
you will see the Resident Security
Form. Once you click on it, you
can print it. If you don’t have a
printer, our property manager or
assistant can provide one for you.
We thought this might be a good
time also to remind our residents

By updating the form, it will speed up the time for your
visitors to move through the gate and our security personnel will not have to call and ask you for permission
for them to enter. Residents should contact the guardhouse by telephone at 355-1328 or by email at: security@lakeridgefalls.org to inform them of any visitors you
wish admitted, who are not listed on their permanent
visitors’ list. The guard will deny admittance if they are
unable to verify with you. Your protection is their first
objective, and your cooperation is always appreciated.
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When you have an emergency, try to remember for the fastest service, you need to
call 911 first if you have a true emergency.
That way the ambulance or the fire department will be well on their way and the security guard will let them through the gate.
This can save precious time rather than a
resident calling the guardhouse to ask what
to do or will they call 911. For other situations, you ought to call the Manatee County
Sheriff’s Dept at 747-3011. The Security
Guards are not authorized to leave their
post during their time on duty. This emergency management plan and security policies
are designed for your best outcome.
Quote of the Month:
“Don’t forget that maybe YOU are the lighthouse in someone’s storm!”
On behalf of the LRF Board of Directors,
Mary Cochran, President

LakeRidge Falls
extends its
sympathies
to the family and
friends of our
neighbor:

Audrey Lauriti

Office
Property Manager: Oded Neeman
Phone: 360-1046 Line #101
email: PropertyManager@lakeridgefalls.org
After hours Emergency Only - 941-951-4034
Community Assistant/ LRF Falls Forum: Paula Murray
Phone: 360-1046 Line #103 Hours: M-W-F 12:00pm -4:00pm
email: Paula@lakeridgefalls.org
Guardhouse: 355-1328 / Security@lakeridgefalls.org
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www.lakeridgefalls.org

Committees

Property Manager Report
by Oded Neeman

Tim Clark – Mr. Tim Clark, LakeRidge Falls’ veteran gatehouse captain, decided it is time for him to
pursue another career opportunity. From his customer service to residents to his endless enthusiasm in preventing unauthorized entries (i.e. one of
the reasons why emergency clicker issue was
solved), Mr. Clark proved daily why he is one of the
community’s biggest assets. I can personally add
there are not many who served this community
with
Office
so much devotion and care as Mr. Clark. For
this and more, I am sure many would agree, he will
be greatly missed. The Board of Directors wishes
to thank Mr. Clark for all the wonderful years.
Scott Stillwell – With this in mind, Allied Universal Security Services, LakeRidge Falls’ security

service company, selected a new captain, Mr.
Scott Stillwell, to take over Mr. Clark’s position. Mr. Stillwell was reassigned to LakeRidge
Falls from a different community Allied Universal
Security Services provides services to. Mr. Stillwell
made sure to shadow Mr. Clark and go over LakeRidge Falls’ post orders. In couple of weeks since
he took over, Mr. Stillwell faced a couple of
unique challenges and handled them with precision
and care as expected from him. That said, it may
take Mr. Stillwell a few weeks to be totally familiarized with the members of this community. Until
then, we wish to thank all in advance for your understanding and support during this transition period. With the help of the wonderful residents of
LakeRidge Falls, we are confident this would be a
smooth transition.
Backflows – What a “fun” experience we had
last month dealing with Manatee County over the
4200 Lakeridge Blvd.

Sarasota, FL 34243
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issue of the backflows. But as usual, let’s start
from the beginning.
Manatee County requires that every county resident “who owns a backflow prevention assembly
is required to have the assembly tested annually.” The backflow prevention device is the standing C-shaped pipes next to the sidewalk in front
of your house. The backflow is designed to protect the drinking water from being polluted by
contaminated water due to reduced pressure in
the system. Hence, the requirement for the annual test to assure the backflow is operating properly. Like most years, the Board of Directors accepted during its last meeting a proposal by Arctic Air Services | Plumbing Department to certify
all backflows in the community. Arctic Air Service advised that they started the certification and
plan on ending it by August 26th.
Now to the fun part. Arctic Air Services advised
the Association, prior to starting the testing, that
Manatee County‘s online submittal system is not
always up to par. More specifically, Arctic Air Services explained that the County’s online submittal
system may not allow to submit a certification for
a backflow that its test due date is August and
that does not have an identifiable problem (i.e.
does not require a repair). In simple terms, Arctic
Air Services argued that Manatee County‘s online
submittal system may accept a test performed on
a backflow in August if the backflow was repaired
or replaced in January, for example. We of
course informed residents of this issue and advised, based on Arctic Air Services’ recommendation, to contact the County if this problem arise.
Following this report, a few concerned residents
contacted Manatee County Utilities, Water Compliance Division, with one main question: why
Manatee County would not allow residents to
submit results of a backflow certification test outside the August time frame? Manatee County
Utilities' Water Compliance Division’s official response on the matter was that it is allowable to
test backflow regardless of when their last test
was done. Every time a backflow is tested, they
wrote, it should be submitted online and this will
reset the next due date for the testing. As long as

the backflow assembly is tested within at least 12
months, they concluded, a resident will be in compliance of Manatee County’s ordinances.
However, a question had to be asked. If Manatee
County’s online submittal system allows submitting
test results outside the due date, why do owners
get a notice outside of the August time frame? You
see, there is no scenario in this world why a
homeowner whose backflow was tested and
passed in August should receive a computergenerated letter to test the backflow in May, for
example, right?! Yes, a plumbing company may
overlook one or two submittals when they enter
the results in their system. After all, we are all human. However, we are seeing tons of letters being
issued each year. Moreover, the Association used
three different companies in the past few years
and each year we have experienced the same issue. Are all the plumbing companies the Association has used in the past few years committing the
same mistake? Seems unlikely, no?!
Therefore, the Association presented its argument
to Manatee County based on the report it received from Arctic Air Services. The Association
made the claim that Manatee County’s online submittal system does not always allow entering new
certification numbers for backflows that are not
due for testing. The Association then asked the
Water Compliance Division’s administrators to
pass this information to their IT Department for
further investigation. To make a long story short,
we reached a deadlock as County officials simply
dismissed this claim.
Without another solution, Arctic Air Services is
conducting testing as usual on all 399 homes in the
community. All backflow assemblies that pass the
test and would be kicked back by the County’s
system for the reason mentioned above, i.e. entering new certification numbers for backflow that
are not due for testing, will be notified. Unfortunately, it will then be the responsibility of the
homeowner to make a claim with the Water
Compliance Division. The good thing, we hope, is
that we created so much noise this week with
County officials that there is a good chance this
time around someone will pay extra attention to
Continued on Page 6
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the submittals that are coming from LakeRidge
Falls.
With this in mind and as a reminder, a few
things one must consider while Arctic Air Services | Plumbing Department performs the
backflow certification tests:


After inspecting all backflows in the community, Arctic Air Service will submit the
proper forms with Manatee County.



Arctic Air Services advised that Manatee
County online submittal system may not
allow them to submit a certification for a
backflow that is not due in August and that
does not have an identifiable problem (i.e.
does not require a repair). If this is the
case with your backflow, please make sure
to contact Manatee County Cross Connection Control office at (941) 792-8811 ext.
5267 or ext. 5283.



Some of Lakeridge Falls’ backflows are the
originally installed backflows. As of 2019,
the Association was advised, Manatee
County requires that backflows that need
to be replaced will be replaced with a
975XL2 or similar backflow.







Arctic Air Service will install a tag on each
backflow when done. The tag indicates the
month the certification took place and
should serve as proof the backflow passed
the certification process.
The members who do NOT pass the certification process will receive a notice from
Arctic Air Service and/or us stating the
problem with the backflow.
If you receive a notice that your backflow
didn’t pass, please be advised that you can
use any plumbing company recognized by
the County to correct the matter. You can
get Manatee County full list of approved
vendors by going on their website. After
the matter is fixed, the plumbing company
you use should submit the proper certification for you with Manatee County.



In case your backflow fails the certification
process and you should choose to hire Arctic Air Services to perform the repair,
please note they charge $250 for an immediate repair and $550 for a replacement of a
backflow.

With the above in mind, Arctic Air Service’s
goal is to ensure residents satisfaction while
meeting Manatee County requirements.

New Fitness Center – In recent weeks, the
Buildings Committee met several times to discuss the issue of fitness equipment. The committee was facing a couple of challenges: 1) how
to integrate and arrange the current fitness
equipment within the new fitness center, 2)
how to establish the appropriate reserve funds
for the purchase of additional equipment. Regarding the last, the current reserve funds were
established to replace the existing fitness equipment and not for purchasing additional items.
Therefore, the committee developed an action
plan:


Build a layout for the new fitness center
with all the desirable fitness equipment.



Create a financial strategy to execute such a
plan.



Present these recommendations and hold a
workshop meeting on the issue.



Meet again to revise the plan or present it
as is based on the feedback received by residents.



Present a final recommendation to the
Board of Directors.

Following the above, there was a game changer
event. The committee learned that fitness
equipment vendors now offer a leasing program. As with the vehicle industry, customers
no longer need to purchase fitness equipment
up front. Instead, they can choose a leasing program that offers monthly payments. Why is
this a game changer? Well, it potentially
cuts the waiting time to zero. Here is why using
a simple example.
Continued on Page 7
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Let’s assume the cost of purchasing all brandnew fitness equipment is $30,000. Let’s also
assume that the Buildings and Budget Committees determine 5 years are needed to raise this
amount. This means the Association needs to
collect $6,000 each year from residents and put
these funds aside in a reserve account. After 5
years, the Association can buy all the desirable
equipment. Now, along comes a vendor who
offers the Association to purchase all the desirable equipment using a leasing program. This
program states that it would cost $6,000 for
the next 6 years, again just as an example, to
have all this brand-new equipment. Yes, it
would cost more over time, i.e. $36,000 vs.
$30,000. However, the Association is required
to set aside $6,000 in reserve funds each year
regardless. See the benefit?
Another thing the committee realized was that
there is a big cloud over the condition of the
existing fitness equipment. Several questions
were raised considering the fact that the fitness
equipment is sitting in storage for about 9
months now. What is the condition of the older items such as the multi-station? What would
it cost to inspect and recertify the existing
equipment once they are delivered back? What
is the plan if some of the equipment got damaged in the process of storing it? Too many
questions were left open. Taking these two issues into consideration, leasing program and
condition of current equipment, the Buildings
Committee decided it should take immediate
action.
Therefore, the committee obtained three proposals from three leading vendors in the area.
After the bids were obtained, the committee
composed a table in order to compare apples
to apples. Then the committee held long deliberations in order to determine the preferred
vendor. After much discussion, Gym Source
was chosen based on the quality of equipment
offered, i.e. True and Hoist, and the price, i.e.
not most cheap or expensive bid. Then, the
committee looked into what would be the
wants and needs of the community as a whole
when it comes to fitness equipment. Again after
much deliberation, the committee agreed the

following equipment and quantity should be
considered: 4 treadmills, 1 elliptical, 1 recumbent elliptical, 1 recumbent bike, 1 chest press,
1 lateral pull, 1 leg extension/curl, 1 leg press, 1
abdominal, 1 functional trainer, 1 flat/incline
bench, and 1 platform bench for stretching [18”
high]. The committee then obtained a proposal
from Gym Source that is based on the list
above.
Reading the action plan mentioned above, the
committee decided to hold a workshop meeting in order to obtain the feedback of the community. This meeting took place on July 5th at
the Northminster Presbyterian Church. In the
meeting, Gym Source representative provided
a detailed presentation and answered many
questions presented to him by attendees. More
importantly, the committee received valuable
feedback. Following the workshop meeting, the
committee met again to process the feedback
received. Based on this information, the committee decided to amend the proposed plan
and add TRX bands, medicine balls, and additional recumbent bike to the list of suggested
equipment. The Buildings Committee then accepted a Board of Directors’ suggestion to
launch an online survey in order to obtain as
much feedback as possible from members of
the community. If you didn’t have a chance,
please take a moment and review the survey
on the Association’s website. The Buildings
Committee will love to receive your feedback
and comments on this matter before a final
recommendation is made to the Board of Directors. Thank you in advance for your time
and opinion on this matter.
Pool Shower – A few residents who use the
pool on a regular basis reported last month
that there is some rust coming from the base
of the new pool shower. At the same time, an
early bird pool user reported that he believed
there was a leak at the base of the shower. As
a first user of the pool, he reported, there was
no reason why there would be any water at
the base of the shower so early in the morning.
Following the above, we placed a service call
with Arctic Air Services | Plumbing Department.
Continued on Page 8
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The two Arctic Air plumbers who came onsite
removed the shower fixture and discovered a
couple of things. First and as can be seen in the
picture, the person who installed the shower did
not use stainless steel Tapcon concrete screws
or stainless-steel washers. Therefore, they rusted
causing the rust to spill over the base and stain it.
Secondly, they noticed a leak from the coldwater ball valve. To their professional account,
the person who installed the shower apparently
also over-tightened the valve which caused it to
crack, i.e. hence the leak. Regardless, Arctic Air
plumbers made sure to correct these two issues.
We wish to take a moment and thank all residents who bring such matters to our attention.
Together, we can make sure maintenance is always up to par.

Adirondack Chairs – Many residents asked in
the past few weeks what happened to some of
the Adirondack chairs that were located in the
beach area next to the bocce courts. The answer
was simple: they simply rotted out and had to be
removed. Acting on this matter, the Roads &
Grounds Committee met to discuss replacement
options. In one of its meetings, the committee
reached a consensus that more durable chairs
should be considered. Therefore, the committee
recommended to the Board of Directors to purchase four new chairs. This time around, the
committee recommended purchasing Adirondack
chairs that are made from polywood as opposed
to wood.
The Board of Directors reviewed the recommendation but had to table the matter. As mentioned
in the past, replacement funds are always there
to replace existing items. However, they are not
there when the recommendation is to upgrade
such items. In simple terms, a single wooden Adirondack chair costs around $50 while commercial grade polywood chair cost around the $350
price range. Nevertheless, the Roads & Grounds

Committee under the leadership of Dr. Gaetano Manzi and Calvin Fitzgerald continued to
explore other alternatives.
At the same time, I brought this matter to the
attention of Mr. Matt Stewart, West Bay Landscape Account Manager. Why? Well, Mr.
Stewart was approached in order to see if
West Bay would agree to donate four commercial-grade polywood chairs. Mr. Stewart
then presented this request to his supervisor,
Mr. Ed Coil, who agreed without hesitation to
do so. Thereafter, four commercial-grade
polywood Adirondack chairs were ordered
from the manufacture of Polywood. These
chairs carry 3-year commercial warranty. We
are happy to report that the four chairs arrived and placed in beach area. On behalf of all
LakeRidge Falls’ residents, I want to take a
moment and thank Mr. Coil, Mr. Stewart, and
the entire West Bay organization for what is
truly a generous and wonderful gesture. Below
is a picture of Mr. Stewart with the new
chairs.

Back Gate – A few weeks back, a couple of
residents brought to our attention that the
back pedestrian gate would not close. Once
we inspected the gate, it was noticeable that
the safety gate self-closing hinges had to be
adjusted. However, it was also noticeable that
someone, perhaps a concerned resident, took
it upon him or herself to revamp the problem
by applying white grease on both the maglock
and self-closing mechanism. Therefore, a one
Continued on Page 9
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minute adjustment turned into a $270 repair work by Sunstate Gate, LakeRidge Falls’ gate maintenance
company. This served as a great example of how good intentions can lead to unwanted results. Therefore
we ask that under no circumstances should residents attempt to perform any repair on any given common
area. We do however encourage all residents to report any maintenance concern to the office. Yes, it may
take a day or two or even a week to address some of these maintenance issues. However, it is better to
patiently wait for repair work to take place than to assume the liability associated with unintended results.
Thank you in advance for your attention to this matter.

HURRICANE PREPAREDNESS 2019
The 2019 “Hurricane Preparedness Operations’
Subgroup”, currently under the umbrella of the
Security Committee held an organizational
meeting on Thursday July 18th. There were 14
residents who attended, as well as, members
from the Security Committee and, the Board of
Directors. Emile Langlois, Security Committee
Chair, presented the Hurricane Preparedness Agenda items. There was active
audience participation/numerous productive comments.
It was decided, via Motion of the Security Chair, that the Board be requested to
approve the: “Hurricane Preparedness Operations’ Subgroup”, at the August 9th
Board meeting. There was a “unanimous signup” for the follow-up meeting
scheduled on Monday. August 12th at 10:00 am in the Church, or alternatively, clubhouse meeting room. If any resident was unable to attend the July 18th
meeting, we hope you’ll attend our August 12th follow up meeting.

If you’re able to help
in the event of a
hurricane, please call
Paula to sign up.
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$60.00 for 60 minutes

$5.00 Discount if you come to me!
Featured prices for LRF residents only!

Monday - Friday

8:00am - 9:00am

M-W-F at 8:30am
To our advertisers:

for supporting
the Falls Forum!
To our residents:
Please let them know
you saw their ad in the
Falls Forum!
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Social Committee News
by Jane Kintz / Alice Dorn, Co-Chairs
Throughout the Amenities Center renovation, the
Social Committee has continued to meet and plan
activities for our LRF Community. We have been
enjoying TGIF events off site, most recently at The
Rusty Bucket and Duffy’s. We are busy planning
events for the fall. Coming soon to the Forum and
the LRF website will be a Social Committee survey
to give residents the opportunity to give us a better
idea of what events and activities would be of interest
to LRF residents. Bingo will be resuming in the
Caption describing
fall.
TheorSocial
Committee is sending out a “Casting
picture
graphic.
Call” for the position of part time Bingo Caller. If
you are interested, contact either Alice Dorn or Jane
Kintz. Remember to Save The Date - Sunday, December 1 for our annual Holiday Event - brunch at
Tara Golf & Country Club and the matinee of The
Sound of Music at the Asolo.

Social Committee Luncheon at The Rosemary

Selections for 2019
Aug: An American Marriage by Tayari Jones, 2018,
308 pages.
Sept: A Land Remembered by Patrick D. Smith,
1984, 403 pages.
Oct: The Ninth Hour by Alice McDermott, 2017,
256 pages.
Nov: A Gentleman in Moscow by Amor Taylor,
2106, 462 pages.
Dec: Select books for 2020.
The LRF Book Club will meet at the North
Sarasota County Library, 2801 Newtown Blvd
until the clubhouse renovations are complete.
Next meeting Monday, August 12th from
11:00am - 12:00pm.
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Meetings
Date

Time

Group

Location

August 5

1:30 Social Committee

Northminster Presbyterian Church

August 9

9:00 CRC
2:00 Board Meeting

Northminster Presbyterian Church

August 12

August 14

10.00 Hurricane Preparedness

2:00 Landscape Committee

Northminster Presbyterian Church

Northminster Presbyterian Church

August 15

10:00 ARB

Northminster Presbyterian Church

August 20

10:00 Buildings Committee

Northminster Presbyterian Church

Caption describing
The church is located
picture or graphic.

at 3131 61st Street which is directly behind Demetrio's restaurant (corner of Lockwood Ridge Road and University Parkway). From the back gate, turn right then cross University Parkway
and take a right at the first light. Committee chairs should obtain the key from Oded or the one
hanging on the wall in Paula’s office before heading to the church. Please return the key
after your meeting.

The Buildings Committee will now be holding their
meetings on the third Tuesday of each month.

August27th
27th
August
9:30am

Classified Ads are to be submitted by
Lakeridge Falls Residents only!
All American Handyman, Home Repair, Honey-do
list, House Sitting, Free Estimates!
Call Donnie, LRF Resident at 941-320-3268
Auto Detailing: Wash 'n Wax your car. Reasonable
Rates. LRF resident 13 years.
Call David at 941-822-8229

You MUST submit an Owner's Certificate of
Compliance Form for
ARB to Paula Murray as
documentation that your
home has been painted.
Forms are available in the
temporary office or on
our website.

Airport Runs: LRF resident. Reasonable Rates
Call David at 941-822-8229
Only $1.00 per line, five line limit. Deadline is the 20th
of each month. See Paula in the Clubhouse Building.

The Sociable Stitchers continue to meet
on Friday mornings from 10:00 a.m. until
noon; we’re meeting in a home while the
Clubhouse is closed. If you’d like to join us
for some therapeutic needlework (crochet,
knit, needlepoint, etc.), contact Barbara Remmer to find
out where and come join us with your project.
PAGE
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Wine and Fiction Book
Group Update

As we near the completion of our Clubhouse
Renovation, the Buildings Committee has been
working on a recommendation for the Board of
Directors to lease new
equipment for the gym.
A Workshop was held last month to discuss a proposal from Mr. Poklar at Gym
Source. If you are interested in learning
more, please visit our website at:
http://www.lakeridgefalls.org/acrp

The Wine & Fiction Book group met Tuesday, June
25th, at the home of Sandie Nuwaysir; 8 of 18 members attended. We discussed our June fiction selection, Lost Roses by Martha Hall Kelly. Book discussions were followed by enjoyment of varieties of
wines, appetizers, and desserts. Our next discussion
was held Tuesday, July 23rd. We chose: The Woman in
the Window, by A. J. Finn, for our July selection. Members receive confirmation email one week prior to
meeting.

If you would like to comment, please
complete and submit the form no later
than Tuesday, August 6th. The Building Committee will be presenting this recommendation at the next Board Meeting
which will be held on Friday, August 9th at
2:00pm at the church.

Members are encouraged to read in their preferred
mediums: via book, Kindles, Nook, audio. Members
are still welcome to attend even if you have not had
the opportunity to read this month’s selection. Due
to an existing high membership we’d ask that you,
please, email me whether you plan to attend, or not,
at least one week prior to our meeting. At this
time-until the clubhouse reopens and we can
schedule monthly group meetings withinunfortunately we will be unable to enroll new
members. As you may imagine, it can be difficult to
accommodate up to 18 members in our homes.
Once our monthly slot has been established in the
clubhouse, we will re-open availability, as we’ll not
have space limitation issues. Thank you, for your understanding/patience! We’ll hope to have new members!
This group reads New Fiction, noted on the current NY Times’ Best Seller Fiction List. If you are interested in getting your name onto our waiting list
(please note above paragraph) please contact me,
Alice Dorn: @ dornaad@aol.com. I’ll place you on
our email distribution, regarding updates, and,
monthly book selections!
PAGE
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Caring, Connecting,
Community Involved
Sharing Christ’s message of grace, peace and hope

Worship Sundays at 10:30 a.m.
Bible Studies, Fellowship & Activities

NORTHMINSTER
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
3131 61st Street, Sarasota at Lockwood Ridge Road N.
(941) 355-4729, npcsarasota.com

Caption describing
picture or graphic.

PAGE

14

#1 Selling Realtors in LRF
Realtors of the Year - 2nd Year in a Row!
(For New Construction Lakewood Ranch)

Irv & Leslie
Rothschild
Irv: 941.321.9683
Leslie: 941.266.5308
Lroths3124@gmail.com

We work hard to get your
home sold. Ask us how you can
save up to $5,000 when we list
your home and you purchase
new construction.
www.LiveSarasota.com
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4200 Lakeridge Blvd.
Sarasota, FL 34243

Members of the

Avanti Professional Center

Tony Teresi, PTA, CPT

Monday – Friday, 8:00am – 6:00pm

Felipe Carbonell, PT, DPT

