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Here are the more important stories we had this past and upcoming weeks: 

FOB System – As a handful of new residents may know, we experienced some difficulties in issuing FOB keys specifically 

to the pool area. Here is why. The FOB programming system is working based on a modem system. In order to program 

new FOB keys, we need to communicate from the main computer to the various gates’ modems. This is done using 

phone lines. To put it in the simplest form, Spectrum messed up the entire phone system following the transition to the 

temporary office. Therefore, we could not transmit new information to some of the gates (i.e. new FOB keys’ 

information). All calls to Spectrum to untangle the mess were unsuccessful. However, we never leave any stone 

unturned. While onsite this week, we urged Sunstate Gate, LakeRidge Falls’ gate and access control maintenance 

company, to try to find a solution for at least the pool area. We can share the story of how I found myself on a 12’ ladder 

with a test set phone trying to help Sunstate Gate tech, but it will be too long and too boring. The bottom line is that 

Sunstate Gate was able to solve the issue of the pool area for now. Therefore, we are more than happy to announce that 

we can program new FOB keys to the pool. Please feel free to contact me if you wish to get a replacement FOB. 

Architectural Review Board (ARB) – During its last meeting, two interesting issues came about: fire flickering light 

bulbs and downspouts that drain water toward the ponds. Regarding the first, a question came about regarding a new 

trend that involves light bulbs that are designed to mimic the look of a flaming candle. The question was, are these bulbs 

permissible to be used in exterior light fixtures such as path and garage coach lights? Under its authority as provided in 

the governing documents, the ARB concluded that NO. Here is why. Based on Article 17, Exterior Lighting, of 

Architectural Guidelines, “electric bulbs used in path fixtures located in front and at the side of the house must be either 

clear or white. Colored bulbs are not allowed.” The ARB, therefore, concluded that fire flickering light bulbs are not clear 

or white and can be considered colored light bulbs because some mimic the red flame color of a candle. For this reason, 

we are asking that all residents who install fire flickering light bulbs change them to standard bulbs. 

Regarding the second matters, the Appendix in the Architectural Guidelines, Gutters and Downspouts, states that “all 

downspouts that drain water toward the ponds shall be connected to underground drainage piping that drains directly 

to the pond and is constructed in compliance with the following specifications: Install a 4” round solid corrugated HDPE 

Drain Pipe from end of downspout approximately 10" above Grade to extend underground to the lake and exiting at the 

lower end of the sloped lake bank. Install an HDPE to PVC Pipe connector. Install a three foot length of PVC pipe to direct 

discharge flow into lake. Install a perforated end cap at exit of PVC pipe to prevent any lake debris getting into drain line 

and clogging drain.”  Why is this issue important? While this is a more clear-cut matter for residents who wish to install 

new gutters, it is less obvious when it comes to extending a lanai. The ARB learned recently that residents who apply to 

extend their lanais tend to overlook this requirement. Therefore, please make sure your plan to extend the lanai 

includes a plan to connect the gutters, old and new, to drainage piping that drains directly to the pond. Of course, this is 

not an issue to consider if the property is not facing a pond (i.e. a preserve for example). 

In both cases, we wish to thank you in advance for your cooperation on these matters. 

Pool – As every year at this time, we had Symbiont Services, LakeRidge Falls’ pool/spa geothermal system maintenance 

company, on-site performing the bi-yearly maintenance on the heating/cooling system. Unfortunately, their technician 

found that one of the pool heaters has a compressor that is down and needs to be replaced. During its last meeting, the 

Board of Directors reviewed and approved a proposal by Symbiont Services to replace the bad compressor. This week, a 



tech from Symbiont Services was on site for almost a full day in order to perform this task. When done, the tech advised 

the system is up and running at full force without any issues. 

On the bright side, we had also an unannounced visit from the Florida Department of Health. This unannounced 

inspection is part of a semi-annual routine check of LakeRidge Falls’ pool and spa. During this inspection, the inspector 

examined the pool and spa areas, the safety and sanitary conditions, the temperature of the spa and pool, the water 

quality of these two bodies of water, and the equipment area. Following the inspection, the Florida Department of 

Health inspector informed the Association it passed with flying colors. As reported in the past, the Department of Health 

inspections are very valuable and important to the community. Mainly, those inspections ensure Smiley Pool Services 

are performing their job properly, which helps to ensure we are operating based on the updated regulations and codes.   

As a final note, it seems the new inflatable swan, which was added to the inflatable alligator, is doing the trick with 

keeping the ducks away from the pool. Therefore, please make sure to not remove them from the water. Thanks in 

advance for your assistance on this matter.  

Have a great and safe weekend. 

Sincerely, 

Oded Neeman - CAM  

LakeRidge Falls Community Manager  

4200 LakeRidge Blvd.  

Sarasota, FL 34243  

Email: propertymanager@lakeridgefalls.org  

Tel: 941-360-1046  

Fax: 941-359-6827 
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