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A message from
your Board...
In the March 2019 issue of the
Falls Forum, I shared with our
residents the LRF Board Plans and
Policy for 2019. It was a blueprint to illustrate principles and
procedures we follow to manage
our community. This helps all of
us as a guide on the path to accomplish our goals to preserve
and protect our residents. I hope
you will continue to volunteer on
our committees. We thank you
for your time and talent.
A few weeks ago, Lynn Gregg,
your new Director at Large and I
attended the Community Associations Day Educational Expo and
Trade Show in Bradenton. The
title was “Learn to Survive in
Your Community!” It was an allday event and provided an educational Legal Q & A Seminar with
four attorneys who answered
questions from Board Members, /
Homeowners and Managers.
Next, we attended a HOA Board
Certification Course (2 hours) for
Board Member/Homeowners and
Managers. The panel shared information on the 2019 Legal Updates for HOA’s and Condos.

Topics presented were:
1. HOA Statutes, Governing Documents and Resources.
2. HOA Elections: Requirements and Best Practices,
Association Records and Meetings.
3. Financial Requirements of HOA’s, Budgets, Reserves
and Financial Reporting.
4. Competitive Bids and Contracts for HOA’s.
We received our certificates this week! I share this with
you so you will know that the Board is interested in serving our community by keeping up-to-date on all aspects
of HOA laws and changes that may affect all of us. It was
also very interesting to visit the vendors at the trade
show and learn about many new products and procedures in the HOA industry. We said hello to vendors
who serve or have served LakeRidge Falls. We picked up
information flyers from vendors whom we may want to
use in the future. The better we are informed, the better
we can serve our residents. Lynn and I were both so excited and enthusiastic about the things we found we do
right at LRF and the many things that we can accomplish
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here in our wonderful community. We visited
with other HOA Board members and realized
how many things this community has done
well, and our planning for the Clubhouse and
Pool will keep us relevant and attractive for
years to come.
My goal this year is to “Serve, Connect and
Grow.” We all can do this by giving of our
time and effort to others; Connect in some
way to those we are around and respect their
space; and we all can Grow by the experiences
that we share with our fellow neighbors. It
could be as simple as a smile, a handshake,
sweep their sidewalk or give someone a compliment. Why not make it your goal? Why
not do the right thing when no one is looking,
it’s called integrity.
On behalf of the LRF Board of Directors,
Mary Cochran, President

Quote for the Month – “A stumbling block
to the pessimist is a stepping-stone to the optimist!”—Eleanor Roosevelt

Lakeridge Falls
extends its sympathies to
the families and friends
of our neighbors:
Aileen Lake

Bob
Barton
George Lake
Lloyd (Guy)
Behmer
Gaetano
Lococo
Donald Borkowicz
Roberta
Balani

4200 Lakeridge Blvd.

Sarasota, FL 34243
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Are you interested in getting/renewing
your CPR Certification?
Based upon community interest, the Buildings
Committee is planning to host both a summer
and fall CPR course on a Saturday in the clubhouse. This course would be conducted by an
EMT from the Southern Manatee Fire Department. The cost is $30 which includes:

15%
new customer
discount

1. Training Course
2. Training Booklet
3. Certification Card

Please call Paula to sign-up.

Dining Diva's' at The Grove in Lakewood Ranch
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www.lakeridgefalls.org

Committees

WOMEN ROCK
Outdoor Pops

Office

Tickets for the Friday, 8:00pm, May 10th
outdoor performance of the Sarasota Pops Orchestra at Ed Smith Stadium are now on
sale. The concert “Women Rock” is a tribute to
the role of women in the creation and performance of popular music. The program will conclude with a spectacular fireworks display. Tickets are $25 per person and must be purchased
from Paula by Friday, April 5th. Make checks
payable to the LRF Social Committee. (Cash payment cannot be accepted.) Only a limited number of tickets available. For additional information contact Sandie Nuwaysir
at nuwaysir@verizon.net .
4200 Lakeridge Blvd.

Sarasota, FL 34243
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Property Manager Report
by Oded Neeman

Architectural Review Board (ARB) - Article
10, Rain Gutter Regulations of the Architectural
Guidelines states that: “homeowners are required
to obtain ARB approval prior to the installation,
alteration or additions to rain gutters.” In very
simple terms, you are required to obtain approval
from the ARB before you do any work related to
rain gutters. So why do we bring this up? Well,
because sometimes there are situations that are
not as clear cut, such as in the case of extending a
lanai. In the vast majority of cases in which lanai
extensions are submitted, homeowners are doing
a great job in providing a detailed plan, which was,
of course, prepared by their vendor of choice.
However, and as the ARB discovered, homeowners tend to overlook one small requirement
when it comes to the installation, alteration or
additions of the rain gutters on the newly proposed lanai extension.
The Architectural Guidelines also state regarding
rain gutters that: “all downspouts that drain water toward the ponds shall be connected to underground drainage piping that drains directly to
the pond…” In other words, newly constructed
extended lanais that face a pond must connect
their gutter downspouts to an underground
drainage pipe, as defined in the Guidelines. For
this reason, the members of the ARB ask that all
homeowners who 1) wish to extend their lanai,
2) and, who face a pond follow this requirement.
In order to avoid delays and unwarranted aggravation, please make sure to read the Architectural Guidelines carefully before submitting a request
to the ARB. Thank you in advance for your understanding and cooperation on this matter.
Trash Collection – In the last few weeks, I have
noticed several residents who failed to use a garbage container to dispose of their trash. As many
are aware, not using a garbage container during
garbage collection days is a violation of LakeRidge
Falls’ governing documents. The rules were not
created in a vacuum. They were established by
the developer for a reason. In this case, the reason is pretty straightforward. Garbage bins pre-

vent wildlife and insects from getting into plastic
garbage bags. In addition, it reduces bad odor or
leakage of unpleasant material. Most importantly, it
reduces the chances of unwanted garbage material,
such as plastic bags or cans, to find its way to the
community ponds.
If you fail to follow this simple rule, it means that
we are required to send a violation notice informing you of this infraction. Please understand that
no one, the Board of Directors or myself, enjoys
sending violation notices. Therefore and please,
make sure to use a garbage container to dispose
of your trash. Please also make sure to inform
your fellow neighbors of this rule if you notice
them doing otherwise. Together, we can keep
LakeRidge Falls a clean and enjoyable environment
to live in.
Landscape – It is pretty noticeable that West Bay
hard pruned some of the plant material at the entrance to the community and along the main
boulevard. This was done as part of a rejuvenation
pruning practice, which is based on LakeRidge
Falls’ General Pruning Plan. This technique calls for
the removal of old and overgrown limbs and the
trimming of some shrub to a height of 6 to 12
inches. The process promotes new stems with
multiple branches and ultimately results in a denser and thicker plant. This practice will take place
during the next couple of months. This is mainly
because early spring is the best time to hard prune
plant material just before new growth starts.
Therefore, please don’t be alarmed if you see
West Bay pruning crew giving some “extra attention” to plant material in your front yard such as
Hibiscus, Copper Leafs, Oleanders, and/or
Jatropha. This is all done based on best practice
and we can assure you that the end result would
warrant the temporary look of the plant.
Irrigation – Speaking of landscape, in recent
weeks we had several mainline irrigation leaks. All
these issues were dealt with without delay by Mr.
Victor Martinez, West Bay Irrigation Technician.
Here is a short recap of the main four repairs he
did.
Mackay Falls Terrace – Mr. Martinez noticed during a routine inspection a leak along the berm beContinued on Page 6
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hind the house along Mackay Falls. The leak, as
can be seen in the picture below, was the result
of a cracked elbow coupling connecting two
mainline pipes.
Reynolds Falls Court - A leak was reported by
one of LakeRidge Falls’ residents. In this case, the
adhesive that was holding a T-shape coupling
failed, causing three main lines to leak heavily.
Tuttle Ave - Mr. Martinez discovered water pouring from the landscape bed on the sidewalk. After
further investigation, it was identified that an elbow coupling cracked.
Bocce Court/LakeRidge Blvd – A 4-inch mainline
irrigation leak was discovered between the bocce
courts and LakeRidge Falls Blvd. This time
around, a very strong schedule 80 T-shape coupling cracked under the pressure of the irrigation
water.
With the above in mind, the issues of cracked
couplings and dry adhesive are very common
problems, considering the water pressure load
and the original installation date of the irrigation
pipes. Regardless of all and as mentioned above,
Mr. Martinez made sure to repair all in a timely
fashion as the irrigation is up and running without
any issues.

Tree Trimming – Aquatic Consulting Inc / Tree
Department crews were onsite last month trimming all Queen Palms. Please note that these
crews only addressed: 1) Queen Palms and 2)
Queen Palms that are over 15’. Therefore, don’t
be alarmed if you saw them working on your
neighbor’s house, “skipping” your trees, then
moving on to a different neighbor’s house. If you
have a tree that is less than 15’ tall, it will be
trimmed by West Bay Pruning team during this
month. If you have a different palm, such as a Sabal, Sylvester, Charismas, or a Chinese Fan palm,
it will be addressed in September. Please note
that Foxtail Palms are not being trimmed because
they are considered self-pruned palms. In other
words, Foxtail Palms' older leaves die and quickly
fall from palm to facilitate new leaves which do
not require maintenance. If you are puzzled regarding which palm you have in your front yard
or regarding its size, please don’t hesitate to contact me and I will be more than happy to provide
you with this information. With this in mind, all
oak trees at Victoria Falls' Neighborhood, and
along Lockwood Ridge Rd. wall, are scheduled to
be trimmed in May.
Pressure Wash of Driveways and Sidewalks – During its January’s meeting, the Board
of Directors approved a proposal by H2O Cleaning Systems to clean all sidewalks, driveways, and
curbing north of LakeRidge Blvd. This project
started on the second week of March. By the
time you read this article, they should have concluded this project. Because sometimes a picture
is worth a thousand words, below is an example
of their work:
Before

After

Continued on Page 7
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Cracked Sidewalks – Mr. Ron LaCivita, LakeRidge Falls’ concrete vendor, was on site last
month after a couple of sidewalk sections needed immediate attention. The first section was
along Simpson Falls Court. This section was
replaced a few years back by LakeRidge Falls’
former landscape company, Valley Crest. This
repair was made because Valley Crest had to
install an irrigation sleeve underneath this sidewalk. Based on Mr. LaCivita’s account, their
work was less than satisfactory. This time
around, Mr. LaCivita made sure to perform a
quality job ensuring such an issue will not repeat itself. The other section identified was behind the Clubhouse. As can be seen in the pictures below, the roots of a nearby oak tree uplifted a few sections of the sidewalk creating a
significant trip hazard. As with the other repair,
Mr. LaCivita did a good job revamping the issue.
With that in mind, please note that homeowners are encouraged to report any situation they
perceive to be a maintenance concern related
to sidewalks. In addition, the Roads & Grounds
Committee is in the process of composing a
comprehensive list of sidewalk sections that require maintenance.

Emails Fraud Alert – Every so often we like
to share fraud attempts. This time this is something I experience firsthand. Recently, I discovered in my Spam Folder the email below. Please
take a moment to read it.
“This account is now infected! It will be good
idea to change the password right now! You do

not know anything about me and you may be probably wondering for what reason you are receiving
this particular e-mail, proper? I'm hacker who burst
your email box and devices a few months ago.
Never make an attempt to talk to me or alternatively try to find me, it's hopeless, because I sent
you a letter from YOUR account that I've hacked. I
started malware software to the adult videos
(porno) site and suppose that you have enjoyed
this site to have a good time (you understand what
I mean). When you were paying attention to movies, your internet browser started out to act like a
RDP (Remote Control) that have a key logger that
gave me access to your monitor and network camera. Afterward, my software gathered all info.
You put passwords on the online resources you
visited, and I caught them. Needless to say, you can
change them, or already modified them. But it really doesn't matter, my malware renews it every 5
minutes. What actually I have done? I got a backup
of every your device. Of all files and contacts. I
created a dual-screen movie. The first part shows
the clip you had been observing (you've a very
good taste, ha-ha...), and the 2nd part demonstrates the recording from your camera. What exactly should you do?
Great, I believe, 1000 USD is a inexpensive amount
of money for our small secret. You'll make the payment by bitcoins (in case you don't understand
this, search “how to purchase bitcoin” in Google).
My bitcoin wallet address:
1GVgsTh6j1oh5PUksWQDdiChtsRiWwkR6Q (It
is cAsE sensitive, so copy and paste it). Important:
You have only 48 hours in order to make the payment. (I put an unique pixel in this letter, and at
the moment I understand that you have read this
email). To trace the reading of a letter and the activity in it, I set up a Facebook pixel. Thanks to
them. (Anything that is used for the authorities
may help us.) In the event I do not get bitcoins, I
will immediately offer your video to each of your
contacts, along with family members, co-workers,
etc?”
This email could have been somewhat alarming if
not for the simple fact that my computer does not
have a camera…and of course, I don’t go on adult
websites…
Continued on Page 8
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Knowing that this is a kind of phishing spam, I
researched the matter and discovered a great
article by a fellow by the name of Tomas Meskauskas on a website called PCRisk.Com. In it,
Mr. Meskauskas explains: “There are two versions of the "Your Account Was Hacked" spam
campaign; however, they are essentially identical. Please refer to the article for more details.
So, please make sure to ignore such emails!
Our hopes are that by sharing such incidents
we will help others to be better aware of such
attempts thus avoiding them.

Fire Department Inspection – Recently,
Southern Manatee Fire Rescue inspector was
on site performing an inspection on the vehicle
gates. Following it, the inspector advised the
Gatehouse that their key does not work on
the Knox Box at the back gate of Lockwood
Ridge. Because the Gatehouse was not cleared
regarding the information provided, I spoke
with Southern Manatee Fire Rescue Fire Marshal, Leslie Adent, and Inspector, Kenneth
Reed, to better understand the issue first hand.
Here is what we were told. The Knox Box is a
box mounted next to each vehicle gate in the
community. The key switch in each box is controlled by Southern Manatee Fire Rescue department. This control provides Southern Manatee Fire Rescue immediate access through the
gate. In more simple terms, once they turn it
on the gate opens. We of course contacted
Sunstate Gate, LakeRidge Falls’ gate maintenance company, and a tech came this week to
correct the issue. The tech advised us there
was a small wiring issue which he made sure to
replace. Following Sunstate Gate report, we
scheduled this past week an inspection with
Inspector Reed, who confirmed the repair was
good and the key switch is working properly.

Wine and
Fiction Book
Group Update
The “new” Wine & Fiction Book
group met on Tuesday, Feb. 26 at
the home of Lynn Gregg: 12 of 18 members attended. We discussed February’s Fiction selection, Where
the Crawdads Sing, by Delia Owens. Our lively discussion was followed by the enjoyment of varieties of
wines, appetizers and desserts. Our next discussion
will be held on Thursday, March 28-location: TBA.
We have chosen: Before We Were Yours, by Lisa Wingate. This month, we deviated from our usual process, in that this selection, previously, was a NY
Times Fiction Best Seller, in 2017. Since possibilities
from the current new Fiction selection were so extensive, we voted instead to choose “another” recent best seller Fiction. Existing members are
emailed, one week prior to meeting, for a confirmation.
Members are encouraged to read in their preferred
mediums: book, Kindle, Nook, audio. You are still
welcome to attend, even if you have not had the opportunity to read the month’s selection. Due to our
existing high membership we’d ask that you please
email me whether you plan to attend, or not, at least
one week prior to our meeting. At this time, until
the clubhouse reopens and we are able to schedule
our monthly group meetings there: unfortunately, we
are unable to enroll any new members. As you might
imagine, it can be difficult to accommodate up to 18
members in our homes. Once our monthly slot has
been established in the clubhouse, we will re-open
availability, as we will not have space limitation issues.
Thanks, for your understanding/patience!
This group reads New Fiction as indicated on the
current NY Times Best Seller Fiction List. If you are
interested in getting your name on our waiting list
(please note above paragraph) please contact me,
Alice Dorn: @ dornaad@aol.com. I’ll place you on
our email distribution regarding updates/monthly
book selections.

PAGE

8

Caring, Connecting,
Community Involved
Sharing Christ’s message of grace, peace and hope

Worship Sundays at 10:30 a.m.
Bible Studies, Fellowship & Activities

NORTHMINSTER
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
3131 61st Street, Sarasota at Lockwood Ridge Road N.
(941) 355-4729, npcsarasota.com

Selections for 2019
April: The Art Forger by B. A. Shapiro, 2012, 384
pages.
May: When Books Went to War by Molly Guptill
Manning, 2015, 300 pages.
June: Unsheltered by Barbara Kingsolver, 2018, 480
pages.
July: Georgia, A Novel of Georgia O’Keefe by Dawn
Tripp, 2016, 336 pages.
Aug: An American Marriage by Tayari Jones, 2018,
308 pages.
Sept: A Land Remembered by Patrick D. Smith,
1984, 403 pages.
Oct: The Ninth Hour by Alice McDermott, 2017,
256 pages.
Nov: A Gentleman in Moscow by Amor Taylor,
2106, 462 pages.
Dec: Select books for 2020.

Watch for details in the
Weekly Reminders.
Call Paula to signup.

The LRF Book Club will meet at the North
Sarasota County Library, 2801 Newtown Blvd
until the clubhouse renovations are complete.
Next meeting Monday, April 8th from
11:00am - 12:00pm.

Water Aerobics with Kathy

Tuesday & Friday
9:30am - 10:30am
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T

$60.00 for 60 minutes
$5.00 Discount if you come to me!
Featured prices for LRF residents only!

M-W-F at 9:00am
To our advertisers:

for supporting
the Falls Forum!
To our residents:
Please let them know
you saw their ad in the
Falls Forum!
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Long Range Ponds Working Group
by Mary Lynne Collins
What’s happening with the ponds?
In January 2018, the LRF board appointed a Long Range Ponds Working Group to evaluate the status
of our ponds. The Group was charged with assessing the status of our ponds in serving their purpose
as storm water retention ponds now and in the future and making recommendations for current and
future actions. The Group evaluated records assembled from a variety of sources including County
development records, LRF archives, Centex and vendors’ records. Historical photographs were compared to current conditions. The Group is preparing a final report that will include all this information.
Caption describing
Whileorwe
may
picture
graphic.

call them lakes, they are actually storm water retention ponds that are designed to
drain storm water from LRF. Proper drainage protects our homes from flooding. Pond edge erosion
and drainage from roofs and pond edge grading are potential problems that can require expensive
remedies. The good news is that the Group has found that while there are some problem areas, our
ponds are generally in good shape.
The Group is considering some measures that may reduce further erosion and trying these measures
on a small pilot scale. One approach is a reduced frequency mow zone or no mow zone at the edge
of the ponds. The Group evaluated the success of this approach in two neighborhoods in The Meadows in Sarasota County. One neighborhood found that a 3-foot zone at the edge of the pond where
reduced frequency mowing prevented and actually reversed erosion. It reduced the amount of fertilizer and soil run-off into the pond reducing the amount of herbicide that was added to the pond to suppress unwanted aquatic plants. It had the additional beneficial effect of increasing habitat for shore
birds and butterflies.
The Group was evaluating the idea of a pilot “no mow” study on the pond nearest Mi Pueblo, which is
outside our walls but one of our ponds. While considering this issue, the Group learned that West
Bay (our new landscaping contractor) had already undertaken a “no mow” test at this location. We
will all watch this study together.
One further measure considered by the committee and already recommended by Roads and Grounds
in August 2017 and approved for funding by the LRF Board in November 2017; is a pilot study of a
small number of appropriate aquatic plants at selected areas of the shoreline away from homes. To
date nothing has been planted.
All residents will continue to receive notices of future Long Range Ponds Working Group meetings
and are invited to attend. All residents will have access to the final report.
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Meetings
Date

Time

Group

Location

April 1

10:00

Social Committee

Northminster Presbyterian Church

April 2

2:00

Roads & Grounds

Northminster Presbyterian Church

April 9

2:00

Budget Committee

Northminster Presbyterian Church

April 10

2:00

Landscape Committee

Northminster Presbyterian Church

April 11

10:00
2:00

ARB
CRC

Northminster Presbyterian Church

April 12

2:00

Board Meeting

Northminster Presbyterian Church

2:00

Buildings Committee

Northminster Presbyterian Church

April 17

2:00

Pool Committee

Northminster Presbyterian Church

April 25

1:30

Art League

Northminster Presbyterian Church

Caption
April describing
15
picture or graphic.

The church is located at 3131 61st Street which is directly behind Demetrio's restaurant (corner of Lockwood Ridge Road and University Parkway). From the back gate, turn right then cross University Parkway
and take a right at the first light. Committee chairs should obtain the key from Oded or the one
hanging on the wall in Paula’s office before heading to the church. Please return the key
after your meeting.

April 23rd

The Sociable Stitchers
continue to meet on Friday
mornings from 10:00 a.m.
until noon; we’re meeting in
a home while the Clubhouse
is closed. If you’d like to join us for some
therapeutic needlework (crochet, knit,
needlepoint, etc.), contact Barbara Remmer to find out where and come join us
with your project.

I am teaching the chair yoga
class on Thursdays at 10:00am
at Longwood Park. It is off University Parkway, turn right on
Longwood Run, curves to right
to park entrance. Class is in the
white clubhouse building
there. It is free.
Thanks so much!
Mary Starkweather
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Classified Ads are to be submitted by
Lakeridge Falls Residents only!
All American Handyman, Home Repair, Honey-do list,
House Sitting, Free Estimates!
Call Donnie, LRF Resident at 941-320-3268
Auto Detailing: Wash 'n Wax your car in your driveway. Reasonable Rates. LRF resident 13 years.
Call David at 941-822-8229
Airport Runs: LRF resident. Reasonable Rates
Call David at 941-822-8229
Only $1.00 per line, five line limit. Deadline is the 20th
of each month. See Paula in the Clubhouse Building.

Art League Membership Update
by Alice Dorn, Art League Treasurer

My article in the January 2019 Falls Forum issue explained the goals of the Lake Ridge Falls Art League,
i.e., providing annual charitable donations/funding quarterly Art Shows/receptions, for exhibition of LRF
residents’ artwork. We have been/are proud of our accomplishments!
The Art League is very appreciative of receiving two generous donations of 2 existing members, both
members requesting to remain anonymous. One very generous donation will cover the cost of framing
the new collaborative piece, which Art League’s members have worked on recently; the second very generous donation will cover expenses for two future art shows/receptions. We thank them for their generosity!
I’m pleased to announce that as of this writing (March 24, 2019), renewal dues for Members/Patrons is
90% of what was recorded in November of 2018! At this time, in an effort to help reduce Paula’s workload, please direct all 2019 dues in check form only to me. If you do not deliver to me personally, please
place checks only in my mailbox or on a table in my front enclosure. Please do not give checks to another
Art League Officer or member to deliver to me. This has caused confusion and delays in checks being deposited/processed in the past. Thank you for your cooperation! We look forward to a rewarding 2019!
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Walk-ins Welcome

Caption describing
picture or graphic.
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#1 Selling Realtors in LRF
Realtors of the Year - 2nd Year in a Row!
(For New Construction Lakewood Ranch)

Irv & Leslie
Rothschild
Irv:

941.321.9683

Leslie: 941.266.5308

We work hard to get your
home sold. Ask us how you can
save up to $5,000 when we list
your home and you purchase
new construction.

Lroths3124@gmail.com

www.LiveSarasota.com

Social Committee News
by Jane Kintz / Alice Dorn, Co-Chairs
The LRF Social Committee continues to be
active during the Clubhouse Renovation
Project. We have been sponsoring off-site
TGIF get togethers. In February, 20 residents enjoyed a fun “Mariachi Band Monday”
at MiPueblo. The March TGIF was held at
the Rusty Bucket and the April TGIF will be
planned at our April 1 meeting. The Spring
Theatre event at Asolo Rep, Sweeney Todd,
has been cancelled due to lack of interest.
Tickets are available for the Sarasota Pops
Orchestra and Fireworks on May 10th at Ed
Smith Stadium. Tickets are $25 and the
deadline is April 5. As always, check Paula’s
Weekly Reminders for up to date Social
Committee happenings.
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4200 Lakeridge Blvd.
Sarasota, FL 34243

Members of the

Avanti Professional Center

Tony Teresi, PTA, CPT

Monday – Friday, 8:00am – 6:00pm

Felipe Carbonell, PT, DPT

