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Here are the more important stories we had this past and upcoming weeks: 

West Bay Landscape – This week was West Bay Landscape first week on the job. First thing Monday morning, we were 

delighted to learn that West Bay hired Mrs. Rocio Madrigal, the weed control technician was serving the Association for 

the past four or so years, after she was apparently let go by ArtisTree a few months ago. Also, Monday morning West 

Bay Landscape wasted no time and started the pruning routine tackling the main entrance and Blvd first. Thereafter, the 

pruning crew tackled Sandstone Neighborhood and today moved to Stirling Falls Neighborhood. 

We were pleased to hear a handful of positive feedback from residents who were very happy with West Bay Landscape 

pruning crew’s work and with the crew leader’s, Mr. Chris “long ponytail hair” Clammer, customer service. This in mind, 

one of the residents raised a valid concern regarding the harsh pruning of a couple of the plant materials. Please 

understand that the former vendor deviated in the past few months from the Association’s pruning practices, which 

were developed based on best practices and past experiences. As a result, several plants were left to grow out of scale 

and shape while others were let to grow into each other. As a result and based on the professional advice of Mr. Matt 

Stewart, West Bay Account Manager, and Mr. Clammer, some plant material was and will be cut down significantly such 

as in the case of the jasmine ground cover in the Sandstone Neighborhood. 

In addition, Mr. Matt and I performed a walk through and visited all 30 or so service requests left open by the previous 

vendor. If you wonder, this walk also included addressing the six dead palm trees, some of which stand out like a sore 

thumb. Following the walk, West Bay Landscape started to address many of the requests with larger projects, 

enhancement and palm removal, are scheduled for next week. Finally, the next mowing is scheduled for Monday, 

February 4th. The Association asked and West Bay Landscape agreed to set the mowing days for Mondays and Tuesdays 

rather than the old practice of Wednesdays and Thursdays. The main reason for moving the days is because rainy days 

pushed mowing to Fridays, and on a couple of occasions, to Saturdays. To prevent even the slightest chance of this, i.e. 

mowing n Saturdays, or even rushing the crew to finish the job before the weekend, the decision was to switch days. 

Mulching – During its last meeting, the Board of Directors approved a proposal by Ramco Mulch Solutions to install 

brown mulch throughout the Association. There are several reasons why the Association is mulching the grounds each 

year. First and based on the community-wide standard, it adds aesthetic value to all landscaping beds especially during 

spring time when the brown color helps bring out the vivid colors of the ornamental plants. Secondly, mulch helps in 

controlling weed growth as less light reaches weed seeds. Third, it traps the moisture in the soil which requires less 

irrigation and also improves soil fertility because as the mulch breaks down its nutrients helps plant material to grow. 

 

As with most years, the Ramco Mulch Solutions will top-dress mulch most beds (i.e. 1-inch layer). The reason why is 

because many areas of the community the mulch had built up to a depth greater than what is best for plant health. It is 

very important to note that this year both the west and east walls will not be mulched based on the recommendation of 

the Landscape and Budget Committees. As one can guess, the reason for this is financial restraints. In more simple 

terms, these Committees felt that spreading mulch along the wells will be a waste of both funds and material 

considering that much of these walls are covered by long green hedges. 



With the above in mind, please note that the mulch to be used, brown mulch, will be the same mulch the Association 

used in past years. If everything goes according to plan, this project will start on Monday, February 11th and will take 

about a week. As in the past, the following is a short list of what you should expect: 

1. The installation will occur in phases, so please allow ample time for the process to be completed. 

2. Each bed will be topped dress  

3. Pallets, bags of mulch, and equipment may all be present on the job site, and will be maintained in a clean 

manner. 

4. Please make sure to remove any delicate garden items, such as decorative statuary, that you deem fragile 

enough to break. 

5. The area will be cleaned up by the end of each work day. 

6. All 399 front yard landscape beds will be included during this installation along with common ground areas 

beside the west and east walls. If you have any questions regarding this project, please contact me, Oded 

Neeman, by phone at 941-360-1046 or by email at: PropertyManager@LakeRidgeFalls.Org. 

7. Unfortunately, Ramco Mulch Solutions is a commercial company that does not sell mulch to private clients. If 

you wish to purchase additional mulch for your backyard, you will need to use different vendors such as Wal-

Mart or Home Depot. 

Thank you in advance for your cooperation with this project. 

Renovation Project – Here is an update on the hot potato. The general contractor advised the Association that the 

final inspections of the Annex Building are scheduled for Monday and Tuesday of next week. Regarding the Clubhouse 

building, the window subcontractor is on site installing the eyebrow windows in the old aerobic room after the new 

ones, i.e. old ones were sent damaged, arrived this week. In addition and as can be seen in the picture below, the 

subcontractor also started working on the cupola’s windows. As usual, we will continue to update residents on a weekly 

and if needed on a daily basis. 

 

tel:941-360-1046


Have a great and safe weekend. 

Sincerely, 

Oded Neeman - CAM  

LakeRidge Falls Community Manager  

4200 LakeRidge Blvd.  

Sarasota, FL 34243  

Email: propertymanager@lakeridgefalls.org  

Tel: 941-360-1046  

Fax: 941-359-6827 
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