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Here are the more important stories we had this past and upcoming weeks: 

Waterfall – As some may have noticed, the waterfall was turned off a couple of days ago. Here is why. As was reported, 

it was noted that the condition of the waterfall’s basin was bad and as a result several leaks were spotted. Therefore, 

the waterfall’s basin was resurfaced and all tiles were replaced. However, last week Smiley Pool Services, LakeRidge 

Falls’ pool and waterfall maintenance company, noticed the waterfall’s water level was lower than the previous week. 

This indicated to them that there might be a small leak somewhere. Unsuccessful in locating it visually, they suggested 

turning off the waterfall for 48 hours. This way, they argued, they could pin down the source of the leak. If the water 

level is down within this time period, they continued, they could argue the source is somewhere in the basin or the drain 

pipes. Because the waterfall was turned off on Wednesday, they are scheduled to be back in today to examine the 

matter. We will keep you posted as we learn more. 

Gates – A week or so ago, one of LakeRidge Falls’ residents informed us that the Mi Pueblo pedestrian gate was not 

working correctly. Upon inspection, I noticed that the Kant-Slam hydraulic closer, the device that regulates the self-

closing of the gate, broke due to corrosion.  As an immediate fix, a temporary closer was installed until a new one 

arrived. In addition to the Mi Pueblo pedestrian gate, two additional Kant-Slam hydraulic closers were ordered for the 

Emergency Exit pedestrian gate off of Kariba and the Back Gate pedestrian gate off of LakeRidge Blvd. This week and as 

preemptive maintenance work, the Kant-Slam hydraulic closers on both the Emergency Exit and Back Gate pedestrian 

gates were replaced in addition to the one on the Mi Pueblo pedestrian gate. We wish to thank those residents who 

keep us informed on maintenance matters as together we can keep this community up and running up to par.   

Wildlife / Raccoons – Last week we reported that a couple of residents recently spotted raccoons around their 

property. Ironically enough, a couple of raccoons appeared in the Clubhouse this week. These animals were not afraid to 

approach the two entrances of the Clubhouse in their search for food.  The individuals who were working in the 

Clubhouse for the various subcontractors, needless to say, felt uncomfortable with their presence. Therefore, we had no 

other choice but to place a service call with Pest Shield, LakeRidge Falls’ Pest Control Company, to trap and relocate 

those animals. Luckily enough, Pest Shield was successful in their task capturing two raccoons in less than 24 hours.  

Below is a picture of one of the raccoons Pest Shield caught and released at Myakka State Forest. 

 



With this in mind, here are again a few safety tips related to raccoons in particular and wildlife in general: 

Do not feed them – artificially feeding wildlife may result in larger animal families which their natural food supply can’t 

support. Therefore, they become more and more dependent on humans. As a result, they may lose their natural fear of 

humans which may lead to property damage and endangers surrounding neighbors. 

Do not leave your garbage outside unsecured – raccoons are pretty smart animals as they can figure out a way inside an 

unsecured garbage container. Therefore, please make sure to use a garbage container that has a locking/clamping lid. 

Do not leave pet food outside or in the lanai – this also means not to leave your pet outside unattended as raccoons 

may attack dogs or cats if they feel threatened by them. 

Do not handle raccoons yourself if you feel threatened – instead, please immediately contact a nuisance wildlife 

professional. A nuisance animal may be removed from a property as long as the professional follows Florida 

Administrative Code (F.A.C.) 68A-9.010. 

We kindly ask for residents’ cooperation on this matter. Please help us to protect LakeRidge Falls’ wildlife.   

Renovation Project – As usual, the renovation project goes on at a satisfactory pace. The window subcontractor 

continued with the installation of the windows in the Clubhouse and Annex building. Below are a couple of pictures of 

before the new windows were in and after. The better news is that the subcontractor received the storefront windows 

for the new Grand Salon and also started on their installation. As in previous weeks, the electrical subcontractor 

continued working on the new electrical infrastructure. At this point, it seems the subcontractor is left with working on 

the electrical infrastructure at the new Aerobics Room and Annex building. 

 



The more exciting news is that the drywall subcontractor was on site this week. This subcontractor worked so fast that 

the company’s workers almost covering all the bare walls in the Clubhouse in one day… The reason why this is exciting 

news is that it gave the Clubhouse a sense of a finished look and helps to make sense of the new layout. The last 

subcontractor working on site this week was the flooring subcontractor. This subcontractor removed the old layer of 

paint from both pool bathrooms by sanding it off. Then, they prepped the floors by pouring water-resistant material and 

then started working on the new finishing look of the floors. 

As far as the pool project goes, as many probably are wondering, Mr. Marcite, the vendor chosen for the pool 

resurfacing project, and Smiley Pool Services are working together in maintaining the pool. Their main goal is to clean 

the pool from all the debris and to level the water chemicals. As we came to learn, the resurfacing project left many fine 

particles, such as marcite and plaster, inside the pool. Because chemicals alone can provide a quick solution, both 

vendors are left to relay on the pool DE (diatomaceous earth) filter grids system. These 44 filters are designed to capture 

very fine particles. However, the amount of these fine particles at the pool is so significant at the moment that it 

requires Smiley Pool to clean those filters every other day, a job that it usually being performed maybe every other 

month. We hope this work will be completed in the next couple of weeks. 

This in mind and as reported in the past, some of the construction work around the pool area, such as the pool 

bathrooms, showers, and annex room, is not complete. Only after all work is completed and a certificate of occupancy 

and a clearance from the board of health is obtained, the pool will be reopened. We hope to have it opened by the end 

of the year. 

As always, we will keep you updated as the job progresses.  

May your home be bright with happiness and love during Hanukkah and have a great and safe weekend. 

Sincerely, 

Oded Neeman - CAM  

LakeRidge Falls Community Manager  

4200 LakeRidge Blvd.  

Sarasota, FL 34243  

Email: propertymanager@lakeridgefalls.org  

Tel: 941-360-1046  

Fax: 941-359-6827 
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