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Here are the more important stories we had this past and upcoming weeks: 

Waterfall – Before the end of the day on Tuesday, we discovered what seems to be a major leak from the 

waterfall. Reason being that there is a significant gap under the south side of the structure, please see picture below, 

and what seems to be a path of collapsed ground all the way to the lake. In the lake we discovered evidence of a 

washout. The following day, we conducted an intensive investigation into the matter by the vendors that operate the 

waterfall, Smiley Pool, Systematic, and Hall Fountains, and the area around the waterfall, ArtisTree. 

 

To make a really long story short, we discovered that an old irrigation line located close to the structure was leaking 

from a coupling. The leak was underground and was hard to locate. The reason why we thought the waterfall was the 

source of the major leak was because in the gap under the south side of the waterfall we saw water leaking from the 

structure. The leak became intense each time the waterfall was on and decreased when it was turned off. We later 

discovered that cracks in the waterfall basin are the source of this condition. The bad news is that we now know for sure 

the waterfall must be resurfaced sooner rather than later. On the other hand, the good news is the solution to the 

problem was simple and inexpensive. The better news is that the waterfall is up and running again. 

Irrigation Meter Accuracy Tests – A couple of weeks ago, we received a reminder notice from Southwest Florida 

Water Management District, better known as SWFWMD, that both of our irrigation water meters are due for meter 

accuracy testing. SWFWMD explains that the meter accuracy testing, which is performed every five years, “is an 

essential part of any water audit. The results of a water audit are valid only if the figures used, which come from the 

metering data, are accurate.” In other words, SWFWMD directed the Association to verify that the irrigation 

water meters are calibrated thus insuring accurate readings of usage. 

Therefore, Systematic Services, LakeRidge Falls’ irrigation pump maintenance company, performed these tests last 

Friday. The way a meter accuracy test is conducted is by digging a few feet near the water meter itself, revealing the 

main pipe that “feeds” this meter, and then mount testing equipment to the pipe to read the water flow. For those who 

wondered why there was a big hole barricaded with caution near the irrigation station located next to the Clubhouse 



parking lot, now you know.  When the tests were completed, Systematic informed us that we passed the tests and both 

water meters are accurate in their reading. We, in return, submitted the required paperwork to SWFWMD. 

 

Pruning Crape Myrtle – As many may have noticed, ArtisTree was on site this week in full force pruning shrubs and 

palms, mowing, and enhancing the community grounds. This in mind, it was brought to our attention that several 

residents asked their pruning crew to dramatically prune their Crape Myrtle trees. While we understand the logic behind 

the requests (i.e. tree is too big, tree looks naked, etc.), we asked that residents will not direct nor interfere with 

ArtisTree work. Please understand that LakeRidge Falls established a Landscape Policy and Process years ago in order to 

assist in carrying out the Associations responsibility of maintaining the initially installed landscape. This was done to 

ensure a consistent community-wide standard. The policy, and process that followed, main goal was to ensure the 

grounds are maintained based on best practice, to establish quality control, and to stay within our financial boundaries. 

More on the policy and process on next week’s report. 

Back to the Crape Myrtle, please note that the Association pruning guidelines states that “branches less than 1” in 

diameter and crossing branches that are rubbing will be cut. No Severe cutting if over 8 feet tall.”  The reason for this is 

pretty simple and has to do with what is considered to be best practice, which is based on professional opinions. To 

better emphasize the point above here is a short paragraph from an article published by the University of Florida:  

“[u]nfortunately, many homeowners and landscape professionals prune crape myrtle trees too severely. Topping—

commonly called "crape murder"—can be very damaging to the tree. This practice results in a "witch's broom" 

appearance and a tree that is no longer in proportion. Although topping may result in larger blooms, the flowers will 

grow on thinner, weaker branches that will drop, especially after rain, and may even break. Topping can also shorten the 

life of your tree.” (Source) 

Therefore, we wish to once again provide residents with the 8 reasons why residents should not trim trees in a way that 

contradicts best practice. This information was provided by the US and Florida Departments of Agriculture and I am sure 

residents will find it highly interesting and useful. The following are the eight reasons: 

http://gardeningsolutions.ifas.ufl.edu/mastergardener/newsletter/2010/more/crapymyrtle_pruning.shtml


Starvation - Topping removes so much of the tree's leafy crown that it dangerously reduces the tree's food-making 

ability. 

Shock - By removing the protective cover of the tree's canopy, bark tissue is exposed to the direct rays of the sun. The 

resulted scalding can cause the tree's death. 

Insect and Disease -The large exposed ends of topped limbs are highly vulnerable to insect invasion or decay fungi 

spores. 

Weak Limbs - The numerous branch sprouts that grow from topped limbs are weakly attached. They tend to break as 

they grow larger, especially when they are subjected to high winds. They also compete with each other for nutrients, to 

where they stunt each other's growth unless you do additional pruning. 

Rapid New Growth - Instead of controlling the height and spread of the tree, topping has the opposite effect. New 

branches are more numerous and often grow higher than before. 

Tree Death - Some tree species can't tolerate major branch loss and still survive. At best, they remain weak and disease-

prone. 

Ugliness - A topped tree is a disfigured tree. Even with new growth, it never regains the grace and character of its 

species. 

Cost - The true cost of topping is often hidden -lower property values, expense of removal and replacement if the tree 

dies. Needless to say, residents who take it upon themselves to dramatically prune their Crape Myrtle trees without 

approval would bear all costs and expenses related to such action.  

We hope this may help residents to better understand the Association’s stand on tree pruning and on Crape Myrtle in 

particular. We also wish to thank residents for their understanding on the matter.  

Have a great and save week, 

Sincerely, 

Oded Neeman - CAM  

LakeRidge Falls Community Manager  

4200 LakeRidge Blvd.  

Sarasota, FL 34243  

Email: propertymanager@lakeridgefalls.org  

Tel: 941-360-1046  

Fax: 941-359-6827 
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